
Key Stage 3: Year 8’s Curriculum Map 

Geography’s Vision 

The study of Geography stimulates an interest and sense of wonder about places both locally and globally. It ensures individuals critically think 
about issues facing the World and it helps young minds make sense of a complex and dynamically changing place. This results in the realisation 

that they have a responsibility to become global citizens in order to achieve a sustainable future. Students learn to display empathy towards others 
and it helps them understand and become more cultural aware. Geography aims to create passionate, ambitious and driven individuals who have 

the in-depth knowledge and understanding to shape our future and for them to adopt a life long love for the subject.  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Ecosystems 
 
 
This unit of work 
develops students’ 
understanding about 
how the climate 
affects and creates 
different 
environments in 
different locations. It 
explores the 
interaction between 
Flora and Fauna, the 
atmosphere and land. 
The unit also ensures 
students recognise 
how ecosystems can 
imbalance if 
something is 
changed.  

World 
Population 
 
Students explore 
where people live in 
this topic, they gain 
an understanding of 
the causes of 
overpopulation and 
the effects this can 
have. They gain 
knowledge on the 
effects of an ageing 
and youthful 
population and also 
the consequences 
this can have on the 
rest of the population. 
Furthermore, the unit 
covers how countries 
have tried to manage 
populations and the 
future damage this 
has caused.  

Climate Change  
 
 
This unit develops 
students’ 
understanding of the 
current worldwide 
issue of Climate 
Change, the causes 
and effects of it and 
how we can manage 
the future to reduce 
these effects.  
Students will develop 
data handling skills, 
graphical skills and 
photo interpretation in 
this unit.  

Food and Water 
Issues 
 
This unit will develop 
the students’ 
understanding about 
worldwide water and 
food issues, reasons 
to why there maybe 
shortages and how 
this will have an 
impact on the 
population. This unit 
will also explore how 
we can manage 
these shortages and 
help the 
countries/areas 
develop and secure 
their futures. 

Tectonics 
Hazards 
 
Students will build 
upon the Key Stage 
two units of 
earthquakes and 
volcanoes and study 
the topic in further 
detail including how 
tectonic plates move, 
the impact this 
movement has on us 
and how countries 
can manage the 
effects on tectonic 
movement. Students 
will also gain an 
understanding of the 
links between the 
physical and human 
world.  

China  
 
 
This unit of work will 
explore how China 
has developed over 
time. It will cover 
areas such as human 
issues within the 
country, the physical 
geography and how 
industry has 
developed over time. 
This topic also lends 
itself to the students 
learning how to 
interpret different 
types of maps e.g. 
choropleth maps.  

 


