
 

Intent Implementation Impact 
Studying Spanish for GCSE enables students to continue 
developing the language skills they have acquired at KS2 and 
KS3, and to learn to use the language more independently as 
well as gaining a greater insight into the culture of the 
Spanish-speaking world. 
 
Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and 
provides an opening to other cultures.  
A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ 
curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The 
teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and 
thoughts in another language and to understand and respond 
to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also 
provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical 
purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read literature in 
the original language.  
Language teaching should lay the foundation for learning 
further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other 
countries.  
The study of a modern foreign language at GCSE should also 
broaden students’ horizons and encourage them to step 
beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of 
seeing the world.  
Through their studies, students can also discover and develop 
an appreciation of the culture in countries were Spanish is the 
official language. 
 
 
 

In Spanish, the curriculum is designed to ensure that all 
students are equipped with an effective bank of language 
learning tools and skills for current study and future life. We 
have an aspirational and exciting curriculum, which promotes 
a curiosity around languages and supports students in 
becoming successful language learners. Students have the 
opportunity to develop and refine their listening, reading, 
writing, speaking, translation and core grammar skills. 
Authentic target language resources are utilised to 
engage students and give students access to the Spanish-
speaking world. Active learning strategies are an integral part 
of the quality-first teaching that takes place. Students are 
encouraged and supported in developing their spoken skills 
with a focus on the natural acquisition of language. 
Throughout years 9-11, students follow a progression model, 
which builds on the skills they have developed in KS2/3. 
Students will advance and perfect their skills through the 
medium of challenging and thought-provoking subject 
content. 
Students in years 9, 10 and 11 receive 3 sessions of 50 
minutes per week together with regular intervention sessions 
after school to develop skills as necessary. 
The progression through the modules in the Viva GCSE 
programme from year 9 to year 11, ensures that whilst some 
grammar is recycled, the more complex grammatical 
constructions together with more thought- provoking content 
is delivered in year 11. This ensures a ‘foundation year’ for 
year 9 students, building on their existing knowledge and 
deepening it to make it more relevant for GCSE exams. 

Students will: 

- Develop their ability to communicate confidently 
and coherently with native speakers in speech and 
writing, conveying what they want to say with 
increasing accuracy. 

- Express and develop thoughts and ideas 
spontaneously and fluently. 

- Listen to and understand clearly articulated, 
standard speech at near normal speed 

- Deepen their knowledge about how language works 
and enrich their vocabulary in order for them to 
increase their independent use and understanding 
of extended language in a wide range of contexts. 

- Develop awareness and understanding of the 
culture and identity of the countries and 
communities where the language is spoken. 

- Make appropriate links to other areas of the 
curriculum to enable bilingual and deeper learning, 
where the language may become a medium for 
constructing and applying knowledge 

- Develop language learning skills both for immediate 
use and to prepare them for further language study 
and use in school, higher education or in 
employment. 

Year 9 Spanish Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

1 
Autumn Term 

2 
Spring Term 

1 
Spring Term 

2 
Summer Term 

1 
Summer Term 

2 
¡Viva! GCSE Module 1 

¡Desconéctate! 
Saying what you do in 

summer using the present 
tense of regular and irregular 

verbs. 
 

Talking about holiday 
preferences using verbs of 
opinion to refer to different 

people. 
 

Saying what you did on 
holiday using the preterite. 

 
Understanding percentages. 

¡Viva! GCSE Module 1 
¡Desconéctate! 

Describing where you stayed 
using the imperfect. 

 
Using ser or estar in the 

imperfect for descriptions in 
the past 

 
Booking accommodation and 

dealing with holiday 
problems. 

 
Giving an account of a 

holiday in the past using 
three tenses together. 

¡Viva! GCSE Module 2 
Mi vida en el insti 

Giving opinions about school 
subjects and teachers using 

the comparative. 
 

Describing school facilities, 
uniform and the school day. 

 
Comparing your primary and 

secondary schools. 
 

Justifying opinions using a 
range of language. 

 

¡Viva! GCSE Module 2 
Mi vida en el insti  

Talking about school rules 
and problems using phrases 
followed by the infinitive. 

 
Talking about plans for a 

school exchange using the 
near future tense. 

 
Talking about activities and 
achievements using object 

pronouns. 
 

Saying how long you have 
been doing something using 

desde hace. 

¡Viva! GCSE Module 3 
Mi gente 

Talking about social media 
using para with infinitives. 

 
Extending responses by 

referring to others. 
 

Making arrangements using 
the present continuous. 

 
Talking about reading 

preferences. 
 

Describing people 
Using ser and estar. 

 
Recognising similar ideas 

expressed differently. 

¡Viva! GCSE Module 3 
Mi gente  

Talking about friends and 
family using a range of 

relationship verbs referring 
to the present and past. 

 
Reflexive verbs for 

relationships. 
 

Using adjectives and adverbs 
to add interest to speaking. 

 
Using the personal ‘a’ to talk 

about others. 
 
 


