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This booklet is designed to guide students through the important process of selecting GCSE/ BTEC courses 
and provides a brief summary of the subjects on offer.   
 
Mathematics, English Language, English Literature and Science form the basic compulsory curriculum. 
Further subjects may then be chosen from the option blocks, according to individual interest and ability.    
 
We appreciate that some students will have a very clear idea of the subjects they wish to study and already 
have a specific career path in mind. For them, options should be quite straightforward. For others, 
however, making the right choices may prove to be a very daunting task.   
 
 You should consult as widely as possible before making any decision.  Subject Leaders will offer you advice 
on your ability in the subject and will give you further details on the course content and nature of 
assessment. Mrs French (Year Leader) and Miss Collins (Deputy Head) with responsibility for Curriculum 
and Standards will be available to answer any queries not directly addressed in the booklet.   
 

How do I choose my GCSE subjects? 

 

Your choice of GCSE subjects will be determined by four important factors: 

• Your ability and/or aptitude for your chosen subjects 

• Your interest and enthusiasm for all your chosen subjects 

• The relation of your chosen subjects to each other 

• Your plans for higher education and a career 

 

Please consider all options carefully as you will not be able to change your options once started due to the 

amount of work you will have missed. Take your time to make the right decisions for you and your future! 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Time Given to subjects  

 

Subject Lessons 

GCSE English Language and Literature 5 lessons per week  

GCSE Mathematics 4 lessons per week (5 in year 11) 

GCSE Science 6 lessons per week  

GCSE Humanities Option 3 lessons per week 

GCSE Language Option 3 lessons per week 

GCSE Option 1 3 lessons per week 

GCSE Option 2 3 lessons per week 

Core RE/PSHE/Study skills Life Skills 1 lesson per week 

Core PE 2 lessons per week 

 

 

 

Overview of Courses and Exam Board 

Subject Exam Board Syllabus 

English Language AQA 8700 

English Literature AQA 8702 

Mathematics Edexcel 1MA1 

Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics AQA 8461, 8462 8463 

Science: Combined Science: Trilogy AQA 8464 

French  Edexcel 1FR0 

Spanish  Edexcel  1SP0 

Latin OCR J282 

Geography Edexcel 1GB0 

History Edexcel 1HIAEL 

Art & Design (Fine Art) AQA 8202C 

Health and Social Care OCR (CNAT) J835 

Drama Edexcel 1DR0 

Physical Education  AQA 8592 

Religious Studies AQA 8062 

Creative iMedia OCR (CNAT) J834 

Sports Studies OCR J813 

Music OCR J536 

Statistics Edexcel 1STO 

Food & Nutrition AQA 8585 

Design & Technology AQA 8552 

 

  



ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus:  8700 

Course Leader: Miss Brazier 

Units Covered: 

 
Imaginative writing using stimuli 
 

 
Comparing 19th Century and contemporary non-fiction texts  
 

 
Language analysis of an Unseen 20th & 21st Century extract 
 

 

Skills Developed: 

• Students must be able to demonstrate an ability to analyse a range of fiction and non-fiction texts for 

language, form and structure 

• They must also be able to show originality and imagination through creative writing, utilising a range of 

literary and persuasive techniques 

• Students must have a grasp of spelling, grammar and punctuation 

• A broad awareness and understanding of 19th Century texts 

 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Aid revision of key terminology and their spellings 

• Encourage age-appropriate wider reading, which has been proven to aid the development of English skills – 

especially 19th non-fiction and sophisticated newspaper articles 

• Challenge any analysis work with questions such as ‘how, why and what’s the effect?’ 

 

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

• Throughout the two GCSE years there will be regular practice exam papers set alongside marked work, which 

usually takes the form of essay responses. 

• The mark scheme will follow the AQA marking scheme criteria to determine the grade of work on the GCSE 

scale 9-1  

 

 

 

 

 



End of course Assessment: 

 

 
Paper 1:  
 
Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
 
Section A: Reading (25%) 
• One literature fiction text 
 
Section B: Writing (25%) 
• Descriptive or narrative writing 
 

 
 
Written paper 

1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

50% of GCSE 

 
Paper 2:  
 
Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives 
 
Section A: Reading (25%) 
• One non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text 
 
Section B: Writing (25%) 
• Writing to present a viewpoint 
 

Written paper 

1 hour 45 minutes 

80 marks 

50% of GCSE 
 

 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

All employers in the UK require accurate use of the English language and articulate use of spoken English. You will be 

required to achieve a grade 5 or above at English language for the majority of college/university places and further 

education institutes.  
 

 

  



ENGLISH LITERATURE  
Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus:  8702 

Course Leader: Miss Brazier 

Units Covered: 

 

• A study of Shakespeare: Macbeth  

• A 19th Century Novel study: A Christmas Carol 

 

• An anthology of 15 poems on war and conflict  

• A study of a modern drama: An Inspector Calls  

• An unseen poetry exam 
 

 

Students need to purchase their own copies of Macbeth, A Christmas Carol and An Inspector Calls. To ensure you 

purchase the correct copies please use the text ISBNs listed below.  

Skills Developed: 

• Students must be able to demonstrate an ability to analyse a wide range of literature with a focus on 
language, form and structure  

• A range of comparative skills that include a focus on the writers’ intents and similar imagery and themes  

• Students must have a secure grasp of spelling, grammar and punctuation  

• Unseen analytical skills   

 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Aid revision of key terminology and their spellings 

• Encourage age appropriate wider reading, which has been proven to aid the development of English skills – 
especially the set texts and relevant wider reading  

• Challenge any analysis work with questions such as ‘how, why and what’s the effect?’  

Texts: 

978-0748702565  Macbeth Made Easy (published by Oxford University Press) 
978-0198329985  A Christmas Carol (published by Rollercoasters) 
978-0435232825  An Inspector Calls (published by Heinemann) 

Suggested study guides: 
978-0198304821  Macbeth study guides (Published by OLC) 
978-1782943617  AQA guide for Power and Conflict Poetry 
 

 

 



How will progress be assessed during the course? 

• Throughout the two GCSE years there will be regular practice exam papers set alongside marked work, which 

usually takes the form of essay responses. 

• The mark scheme will follow the AQA marking scheme criteria to determine the grade of work on the GCSE 

scale 9-1  

 

End of course Assessment: 

 

   Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 

• Shakespeare 

• A 19th-century novel 

 

 

Written exam 

1 hour 45 minutes 

64 marks 

40% of GCSE 

 

    Paper 2: Poetry 

• Comparing a cluster of 15 poems on: war and 
conflict  

• A study of a modern drama: An Inspector Calls  

• An unseen poetry exam 

Written exam 

2 hour 15 minutes 

96 marks 

60% of GCSE 

 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

Communication skills are vital to all careers and the quality of written work can determine whether your C.V. is 

considered when applying for jobs.  (English is the first thing employers look at).  Jobs in the media all require a 

secure grasp of English and the confidence to speak eloquently is vital in any sales market.  The topics in English also 

provide a cultural and historical awareness of Britain’s past, helping students to become more rounded individuals.   

  



MATHEMATICS 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Syllabus: 1MA1  

Course Leader:  Mrs O’Driscoll 

Mathematical Content Covered: 

Subject area Foundation Tier weighting Higher Tier weighting 

Number 22-28 % 
 

10-12 % 
 

Algebra 17-33 % 
 

27-33 % 
 

Ratio, proportion and rates of change 22-28 % 
 

17-23 % 
 

Geometry and measures 10-12 % 
 

17-23 % 
 

Probability and statistics  12-18 % 
 

12-18 % 
 

 

The weighting of the topic areas has been prescribed by Ofqual and is common to all exam boards. The  

table above shows the approximate weightings of the topic areas for the overall tier of assessment. 

 

Skills Developed:  

GCSE Mathematics encourages students to develop problem-solving skills and become effective and independent 

learners. With the focus on applying Maths in context, problem-solving, reasoning and the functional elements of 

Maths, students learn to function mathematically in the world. 

 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

Encourage them to: 

• Use the GCSE Bitesize website, MyMaths, MathsWatch and CGP revision guides. 

• Look at GCSE exam questions from past papers online.  

• See websites like Mathsgenie and corbettmaths to find exam questions to practice. 

 

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Students will have regular assessments throughout the course based on GCSE past papers and questions provided by 

Edexcel to assess their strengths, specific weaknesses as well as overall progress in maths.   

 

End of course Assessment: 



GCSE Mathematics has a foundation tier (grades 1 – 5) and a higher tier (grades 4 – 9). Students must take three 

question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series. 

 
 
 
Paper 1  
 
Foundation and Higher 

 

Written paper 

1 hour and 30 minutes 

80 marks 

Calculator not allowed  

33.3% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment 

 

 
 
Paper 2  
 
Foundation and Higher 

 
Written paper 

1 hour and 30 minutes 

80 marks 

Calculator allowed  

33.3% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment 
 

 
 
 
Paper 3  
 
Foundation and Higher 

 

Written paper 

1 hour and 30 minutes 

80 marks 

Calculator allowed  

33.3% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment 
 

 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future?  

Maths is an essential subject for progression to A Levels and also Level 3 BTEC qualifications.  You will need this 

subject for university applications. Most employers expect you to have GCSE mathematics at grade 5 or above.   



SCIENCE - BIOLOGY 
Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus:  8461 

Course Leader: Mrs Humphreys (you must be working at a certain grade in Science to take triple, please speak to 

Mrs Humphreys) 

Units Covered: 

 
Topic 1 
 

 
Cell biology 

  
Topic 2 
 

 
Photosynthesis 
 

 
Topic 3 
 

 
Moving and Changing Materials 
 

 
Topic 4 

 
Health Matters 
 

 
Topic 5 
 

 
Coordination and Control 

 
Topic 6 
 

 
Genetics 
 

 
Topic 7 

 
Variation and Evolution 
 

 
Topic 8 

 
Ecology in Action 
 

 

Knowledge and Skills Developed: 

The following practical activities must be carried out by all students taking GCSE Biology. 

• Use a light microscope to observe and record animal and plant cells 

• Investigate disinfectants 

• Investigate the effect of light on photosynthesis 

• Investigate the effect of a range of salt and sugar solutions on the mass of plant tissue 

• Investigate the effect of pH on the rate of reaction of amylase enzyme 

• Use qualitative reagents to test for a range of carbohydrates, lipids and proteins 

• Investigate reaction time 

• Investigate the effect of light and gravity on the growth of germinating seedlings 

• Measure the population size of a common species in a habitat 

 

 

 



 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

Encourage them to:  

• Use the full digital text books with questions and answers online (Collins Connect) 

• Complete Home Learning tasks 

• Use revision materials provided throughout the course to assist with revision for final exam. Extended 

answer practice booklets will be provided. 

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Checkpoint lessons/tests will inform progress throughout the course.   

End of course Assessment: 

 
Topics 1-4:  
 
Cell biology, Photosynthesis, Moving and 
Changing Materials and Health Matters. 
 

 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Foundation and Higher Tier 

100 marks 

50% of GCSE Questions 

• Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer and open response. 
 

 
Topics 5–8: 
 
Coordination and Control, Genetics, 
Variation and Evolution, and  Ecology in 
Action 
 
 

 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Foundation and Higher Tier 

100 marks 

50% of GCSE Questions 

• Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer and open response. 
 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

You may choose to go on to study A-levels in Science subjects. The transition between GCSE and A-level for each 

subject is more straightforward if you have studied separate Sciences at GCSE. You may go on to college or to 

university to study science, or a science-related subject such as Maths, Medicine, Psychology or Veterinary Science. 

 

Science is the foundation for many careers – Engineering, Medical studies and Horticulture and is a requirement for 

teaching. 

  



SCIENCE - CHEMISTRY 
Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus:  8462 

Course Leader: Mrs Humphreys (you must be working at a certain grade in Science to take triple, please speak to 

Mrs Humphreys) 

 
Topic 1 
 

 
Atomic structure and the periodic table 

 
Topic 2   
 

 
Bonding, structure and the properties of matter 

 
Topic 3 
 

 
Quantitative chemistry 

 
Topic 4 

 
Chemical changes 
 

 
Topic 5 
 

 
Energy changes 

 
Topic 6 
 

 
The rate and extent of chemical change 

 
Topic 7 

 
Hydrocarbons 
 

 
Topic 8 

 
Chemical analysis 
 

 
Topic 9 

 
Chemistry of the atmosphere 
 

 
Topic 10 

 
Sustainable Development 
 

 

 
Knowledge and Skills Developed: 
 
The following practical activities must be carried out by all students taking GCSE Chemistry.  

• Preparation of a pure, dry sample of a soluble salt from an insoluble oxide or carbonate. 

• Determination of the reacting volumes of solutions of a strong acid and a strong alkali by titration.  

• Determination of the concentration of one of the solutions in mol/dm3 and g/dm3 from the reacting 

volumes and the known concentration of the other solution. This is an opportunity to investigate pH changes 

when a strong acid neutralises a strong alkali. 

• Investigate what happens when aqueous solutions are electrolysed using inert electrodes. 

• Investigate the variables that affect temperature changes in reacting solutions such as, eg acid plus metals, 

acid plus carbonates, neutralisations. 



• Investigate how changes in concentration affect the rates of reactions by methods involving the production 

of a gas or a colour change. Students could carry out a full investigation here. 

• Investigate how paper chromatography can be used to separate and tell the difference between coloured 

substances.  Students should calculate Rf values. 

• Identify the ions in a single ionic compound using chemical tests in topics 

• Distillation 

 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

Encourage them to:  

• Use the full digital text books with questions and answers online (Collins Connect) 

• Complete Home Learning tasks 

• Use revision materials provided throughout the course to assist with revision for final exam. Extended 

answer practice booklets will be provided. 

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Checkpoint lessons/tests will inform progress throughout the course.   

 

End of course Assessment: 

 
Topics 1–5: 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; 
Bonding, structure, and the properties of 
matter; Quantitative chemistry, Chemical 
changes and Energy changes. 

 
 

 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
100 marks - 50% of GCSE 

Questions: Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer and open response. 
 

 
Topics 6–10: 

 The rate and extent of chemical change; 
Hydrocarbons; Chemical analysis, Chemistry 
of the atmosphere and Sustainable 
Development 

  

 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
100 marks - 50% of GCSE 

Questions: Multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer and open response. 
  

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

You may choose to go on to study A-levels in Science subjects. The transition between GCSE and A-level for each 

subject is more straightforward if you have studied separate Sciences at GCSE. You may go on to college or to 

university to study science, or a science-related subject such as Maths, Medicine, Psychology or Veterinary Science. 

 

Science is the foundation for many careers – Engineering, Medical studies and Horticulture and is a requirement for 

teaching. 



SCIENCE - PHYSICS 
Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus:  8463 

Course Leader: Mrs Humphreys (you must be working at a certain grade in Science to take triple, please speak to 

Mrs Humphreys) 

Units Covered: 

 
Topic 1  
 

 
Energy 

 
Topic 2   
 

 
Electricity 

 
Topic 3 
 

 
Particle model of Matter 

 
Topic 4 

 
 Atomic Structure 
 

 
Topic 5 
 

 
Forces 
 

 
Topic 6 
 

 
Waves  

 
Topic 7 

 
Electromagnetism 
 

 
Topic 8  
 

 
Space 

 

Skills Developed: 

 

The following practical activities must be carried out by all students taking GCSE Physics. 

• Investigate the specific heat capacity of one or more materials. The investigation will involve linking the 

decrease of one energy store (or work done) to the increase in temperature and subsequent increase in 

thermal energy stored. 

• Investigate ways of reducing the unwanted energy transfers in a system. 

• Investigate, using circuit diagrams to set up a circuit, the factor(s) that affect the resistance of an electrical 

component. 

• Investigate, using circuit diagrams to construct circuits, the V-I characteristics of a filament lamp, a diode and 

a resistor at constant temperature 

• Investigate, using appropriate apparatus, the densities of regular and irregular solid objects and liquids, 

making and recording appropriate measurements. 

• Investigate the relationship between force and extension for a spring. 

• Investigate the effect of varying the force and/or mass on the acceleration of an object 

• Measuring the wavelength, frequency and speed of waves in a ripple tank and waves in a solid. 



• Investigate the reflection of light by different types of surface and the refraction of light by different 

substances. 

• Investigate how the amount of infrared radiation absorbed or radiated by a surface depends on the nature 

of that surface. 

 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

Encourage them to:  

• Use the full digital text books with questions and answers online (Collins Connect) 

• Complete Home Learning tasks 

• Use revision materials provided throughout the course to assist with revision for final exam. Extended 

answer practice booklets will be provided. 

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Checkpoint lessons/tests will inform progress throughout the course.   

End of course Assessment: 

 
Topics 1 – 4: 
Energy 
Electricity 
Particle model of matter 
Atomic structure 
 

 
Written paper – 1 hour 45 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
100 marks – 50% of GCSE 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer and open response 
 

 
Topics 5 - 8 
Forces 
Waves 
Magnetism and electromagnetism 
Space physics 
 

 
Written paper – 1 hour 45 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
100 marks – 50% of GCSE 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer and open response. 
 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

You may choose to go on to study A-levels in Science subjects. The transition between GCSE and A-level for each 

subject is more straightforward if you have studied separate Sciences at GCSE. You may go on to college or to 

university to study science, or a science-related subject such as Maths, Medicine, Psychology or Veterinary Science. 

 

Science is the foundation for many careers – Engineering, Medical studies and Horticulture and is a requirement for 

teaching. 

 

  



SCIENCE – COMBINED 
Exam Board: AQA 
Syllabus:  8464 
Course Leader: Mrs Humphreys 
 

 

Biology: 
 

 

1 Cell biology 
2   Photosynthesis 
3   Moving and Changing Materials 
4   Health Matters 

 

5  Co-ordination and Control 
6  Genetics  
7  Variation and Evolution 
8  Ecology in Action 
 

 

Chemistry:   
 

 

1   Atomic structure and the 
 periodic table 
2   Bonding, structure and the 
  properties of matter 
3   Quantitative chemistry 
4   Chemical changes 
5   Energy changes 
 

 

6   The rate and extent of chemical 
  change 
7   Hydrocarbons 
8   Chemical analysis 
9   Chemistry of the atmosphere 
10 Sustainable Development 
 

 

Physics:  
 

 
1 Energy 
2   Electricity 
3   Particle model of matter 
4   Atomic structure 
 

 

5   Forces 
6  Waves 
7   Electromagnetism 
 

 

Skills Developed: 
Biology: 

• Using a light microscope to observe and record animal and plant cells 

• Investigating the effect of light on photosynthesis 

• Investigating the effect of a range of salt and sugar solutions on the mass of plant tissue 

• Investigating the effect of pH  on the rate of reaction of amylase enzyme 

• Using qualitative reagents to test for a range of carbohydrates, lipids and proteins 

• Investigating reaction time 

• Investigating the effect of light and gravity on the growth of germinating seedlings 

• Measuring the population size of a common species in a habitat 

• Investigating the effect of temperature on the rate of decay of fresh milk by measuring pH change. 

Chemistry: 
• Preparation of a pure, dry sample of a soluble salt from an insoluble oxide or carbonate. 

• Investigating what happens when aqueous solutions are electrolysed using inert electrodes. 

• Investigating how changes in concentration affect the rates of reactions by methods involving the production of a 
gas or a colour change. Students could carry out a full investigation here. 

• Investigating how paper chromatography can be used to separate and tell the difference between coloured 
substances.   

• Distillation of salt solution to obtain water. 

Physics: 

• Investigating the specific heat capacity of one or more materials. The investigation will involve linking the 
decrease of one energy store (or work done) to the increase in temperature and subsequent increase in thermal 
energy stored. 

• Investigating, using circuit diagrams to set up a circuit, the factor(s) that affect the resistance of an electrical 
component. 

• Investigat, using appropriate apparatus, the densities of regular and irregular solid objects and liquids, making and 
recording appropriate measurements. 



• Investigate the relationship between force and extension for a spring. 

• Measuring the wavelength, frequency and speed of waves in a ripple tank and waves in a solid. 

• Investigate how the amount of infrared radiation absorbed or radiated by a surface depends on the nature of that 
surface. 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Use the full digital text books with questions and answers online (Collins Connect) 

• Complete Home Learning tasks 

• Use revision materials provided throughout the course to assist with revision for final exam. Booklets for 

practising extended answers will also be provided. 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Checkpoint lessons/tests will inform progress throughout the course.   

End of course Assessment:- There are six papers. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from 
distinct topic areas through a range of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions. 
 

 

Cell biology 
Photosynthesis 
Moving and Changing Materials 
Health Matters 
 

 

Written paper – 1 hour 15 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE 
 

 

Coordination and Control 
Genetics 
Variation and Evolution 
Ecology in action 
 

 

Written paper – 1 hour 15 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE 
 

 

Atomic structure and the periodic table 
Bonding, structure and the properties of matter 
Quantitative chemistry 
Chemical changes 
Energy changes 
 

 

Written paper – 1 hour 15 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE 
 

 

The rate and extent of chemical change 
Hydrocarbons 
Chemical analysis 
Chemistry of the atmosphere 
Sustainable Development 
 

 

Written paper – 1 hour 15 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE 
 

 

Energy 
Electricity 
Particle model of matter 
Atomic structure 
 

 

Written paper – 1 hour 15 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE 
 

 

Forces  
Waves  
Electromagnetism 

 

Written paper – 1 hour 15 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
70 marks – 16.7% of GCSE 
 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

You may choose to go on to study A-levels in Science subjects. The transition between GCSE and A-level for each 

subject is more straightforward if you have studied separate Sciences at GCSE. You may go on to college or to 

university to study science, or a science-related subject such as Maths, Medicine, Psychology or Veterinary Science. 

Science is the foundation for many careers – Engineering, Medical studies and Horticulture and is a requirement for 

teaching. 



FRENCH 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Syllabus:  1FR0 

Course Leader: Mme. Fabre 

Units Covered: 

 
Subject areas 
Questions across all 
four language skills – 
reading, writing, 
speaking and 
listening -  are set in 
common contexts, 
addressing a range 
of relevant 
contemporary and 
cultural themes.  
 
They are organised 
into five themes, 
each broken down 
into topics and sub-
topics. 

 
Theme: Identity and culture 

● Who am I? 
● Daily life 
● Cultural life 

Theme: Local area, holiday and travel 
● Holidays 
● Travel and tourist transactions 
● Town, region and country 

Theme: School 
● What school is like 
● School activities 

Theme: Future aspirations, study and work 
● Using languages beyond the classroom; forming relationships, 
travel, employment 
● Ambitions 
● Work 

Theme: International and global dimension 
● Bringing the world together; sports events, music events, campaigns 
and good causes 
● Environmental issues 

 
Methods 
A variety of teaching 
methods and 
resources will be 
used, including: 

 

 

• ICT 

• text books 

• film clips 

• CD’s 

• magazines/newspapers  

• other authentic materials.  

 

 
Grammar areas 
At GCSE, students 
cover the following: 

 
• Present Tense 

• Past Tenses 

• Future Tenses 

• Opinion & justifications 

• Complex sentences 

• Asking questions 

 
 

Skills Developed: 

• Listening, speaking, reading and writing in French 

• The ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in speech and writing 

• Deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary in order for them to 
increase their independent use and understanding of extended language in a wide range of contexts 



• A wider awareness of French life and culture 
 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Encourage your child to read French magazines / books from school library for pleasure 

• Encourage your child to watch films in French 

• Encourage your child to access French news and radio broadcasts regularly via the internet to attune the ear 
to accent, pronunciation and intonation of the French language. 

• www.languagesonline.org.uk   

• BBC Bitesize to revise all the skills 

• www.wordreference.com (to practise grammar) 

• www.firstonetv.fr (French TV live) 
 
 
 
How will progress be assessed during the course? 
 
Through controlled assessments and past GCSE papers. 
 
 
Linear Assessment (all content examined at the end).  No dictionaries allowed at any time!: 
 

 
Unit 1 - Listening 

 
Written exam with listening materials 
Foundation 35min / Higher 45min 
25% of total mark 

 
Unit 2 - Speaking 

 
Oral exam 
Internally conducted but externally assessed  
(7-9 minutes for Foundation / 10-12 minutes for Higher 
25% of total mark 
 

 
Unit 3 – Reading 

 
Written exam 
Foundation 45min / Higher 60min 
25% of total mark 

 
Unit 4 - Writing 

 
Written exam 
Foundation 1 hr 10min / Higher 1 hr 20min 
25% of total mark 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

 

If you are thinking of continuing your studies after GCSEs and A levels, both Colleges and Universities regard a GCSE 

qualification in Modern Languages very favourably. For some Universities it is even becoming a requirement. In 

today’s world, languages are more and more important and it has become vital to study at least one up to GCSE. 

Employment opportunities in Europe and around the world are a real possibility, and your career prospects may well 

require knowledge and command of other European languages.  

 

 



SPANISH 
 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Syllabus:  1FR0 

Course Leader: Mme Fabre 

Units Covered: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills Developed: 
 

• Llistening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish 

• The ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in speech and writing 

 
Subject areas 
 
Questions across all 
four language skills – 
reading, writing, 
speaking and 
listening -  are set in 
common contexts, 
addressing a range 
of relevant 
contemporary and 
cultural themes.  
 
They are organised 
into five themes, 
each broken down 
into topics and sub-
topics. 

 
Theme: Identity and culture 

● Who am I? 
● Daily life 
● Cultural life 

Theme: Local area, holiday and travel 
● Holidays 
● Travel and tourist transactions 
● Town, region and country 

Theme: School 
● What school is like 
● School activities 

Theme: Future aspirations, study and work 
● Using languages beyond the classroom; forming relationships, 
travel, employment 
● Ambitions 
● Work 

Theme: International and global dimension 
● Bringing the world together; sports events, music events, campaigns 
and good causes 
● Environmental issues 

 
Methods 
A variety of teaching 
methods and 
resources will be 
used, including: 

 
• ICT 

• text books 

• film clips 

• CD’s 

• magazines/newspapers  

• other authentic materials.  

 

 
Grammar areas 
At GCSE, students 
cover the following: 

 
• Present Tense 

• Past Tenses 

• Future Tenses 

• Opinion & justifications 

• Complex sentences 

• Asking questions 

 



• Deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary in order for them to 
increase their independent use and understanding of extended language in a wide range of contexts 

• A wider awareness of Spanish life and culture 
 
What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Encourage your child to read Spanish magazines/books for pleasure 

• Encourage your child to watch films in Spanish 

• Encourage your child to access Spanish news and radio broadcasts regularly via the internet to attune the 
ear to accent, pronunciation and intonation of the Spanish language 

• www.languagesonline.org.uk   

• http://oye.languageskills.co.uk 

• BBC Bitesize to revise all the skills 

• https:// conjuguemos.com (to practice grammar) 

• www.rtve.es (online Spanish TV) 
 
How will progress be assessed during the course? 

 

Through past GCSE papers. 
 
 
 

Linear Assessment (all content examined at the end). No dictionaries allowed at any time! 
 

 
Unit 1 - Listening 

 
Written exam 
Foundation 35min / Higher 45min 
25% of total mark 
 

 
Unit 2 - Speaking 

 
Oral exam 
Internally conducted but externally assessed  
(7-9 minutes for Foundation / 10-12 minutes for Higher 
25% of total mark 
 

 
Unit 3 – Reading 

 
Written exam 
Foundation 45min / Higher 60min 
25% of total mark 
 

 
Unit 4 - Writing 

 
Written exam  
Foundation 1 hr 10min / Higher 1 hr 20min 
25% of total mark 
 

 

 
How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 
 
If you are thinking of continuing your studies after GCSEs and A levels, both Colleges and Universities regard a GCSE 

qualification in Modern Languages very favourably. For some Universities it is even becoming a requirement. In 

today’s world, languages are more and more important, and it has become vital to study at least one up to GCSE. 

Employment opportunities in Europe and around the world are a real possibility, and your career prospects may well 

require knowledge and command of other European languages.  

 



LATIN  

Exam Board: OCR 

Syllabus:  Latin (9-1) - J282 

Course Leader: Mr Anderson 

Units Covered:  

 
Component 1:  
Latin Language (J282/01) 

 
Learners study texts and stories in Latin to build knowledge and 
understanding of Latin vocabulary, accidence and syntax. 

 
Component 2: 
Latin Prose Literature 
(J282/03)  
Latin Verse Literature 
(J282/05) 

 

• Learners study Latin set texts and answer questions in English on 
aspects of content and analyse, and evaluate and respond to the 
ancient literature they have studied. 

• The verse excerpts will be taken from Book 6 of Virgil’s famous epic 
the Aeneid - Aeneas' descent into the underworld. 

• They will also read stories by Cicero, Rome's most prolific author, and 
by Apuleius, who wrote the only surviving Roman novel. 

Skills Developed: 

The study of Latin gives students an insight into the structure of an inflected language. They learn that many English 

words are derived from Latin and improve their command of their own language.  

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

Ask them to discuss what they have learned and what they are researching, and you can test their vocabulary. 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

As well as regular short vocabulary, accidence and syntax tests, there are translations of seen and unseen passages, 
and, towards the end of the course, practice tests of analysis and evaluation of the literature set pieces. 

End of course Assessment: 

 
Component 1:  
Latin Language 

 
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 
50% of total mark 
 

 
Component 2:  
Latin Literature 
 

 
Prose Literature:  1 hour (25% of total mark) 
Verse Literature: 1 hour (25% of total mark) 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

Latin is of interest to anyone who has a particular interest in: people, ideas, words, the past and the way society 

works. 

For degree subjects such as:  English, Law, History, Modern Languages, Medicine, Veterinary Studies & Horticulture, 

a basic understanding of Latin is still a considerable advantage. 



GEOGRAPHY 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Syllabus:  Geography B (2GB01) 

Course Leader: Miss Bradford 

Units Covered: 

The GCSE in Geography is taught over two years, starting in Year 10. The course is made up of both written exams 

and controlled assessment. Students will also be expected to undertake primary research in the field; this will be 

completed in the Spring/Summer term of Year 10.  

 

 
Unit 1: Global Geographical Issues 
 
There are three sections. In the exam each 
section will have a mixture of multiple 
choice and extended answer questions. 
Students may also be asked to work out 
calculations. SPAG will also be assessed. 

 
Section A: Hazardous Earth 

• Weather and climate including climate change 

• Severe weather events- Cyclones 

• Tectonic hazards 
 

Section B: Development Dynamics 

• Global inequality 

• Emerging countries and their development 
 
Section C: Challenges of an Urban World 

• Rapid urban change 

• Megacities  
 

 
Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues 
 
This unit contains 4 sections. In the exam 
each section will have a mixture of multiple 
choice and extended answer questions.  
 
Students may be asked to work out 
calculations. SPAG will be assessed. This unit 
also contains 2 pieces of fieldwork that 
students will be examined on. 

 
Section A1: The UK’s evolving physical landscape 

• Why does the physical landscape of the UK vary 
from place to place? 

• Coastal Change and Conflict 
 

Section A2: Investigating UK physical landscapes 
 
Section B1: The UK’s evolving human landscape 

• Why are places and people changing in the UK? 

• Dynamic inner cities  
 

Section B2: Investigating UK human landscapes 
 

 
Unit 3: People and Environmental Issues - 
Making Geographical Decisions 
 
This unit contains 4 sections. In the exam 
each section will have a mixture of multiple 
choice and extended answer questions. 
Section D will be a decision making section, 
where students will be expected to be 
synoptic.  
 

 
Topic 1: People and the Biosphere 
 
Topic 2: Forests under Threat 
 
Topic 3: Consuming Energy Resources 



skills Developed: 

• Decision making  

• Global understanding  

• Research  (primary/secondary)  

• Cultural understanding  

• Critical & reflective learning 

• Literacy  

• Independent learning 

• Statistical analysis  

• Atlas and map skills 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Encourage your child to watch the news and read news articles 

• Collect newspaper clippings for relevant topics of study and keep a record of them 

• Visit places - if you can, local and national places are great to help students understand the world around 
them, especially their own country 

• Give students a quiet space to complete revision and controlled assessments 

• Look through their work and do mini pop-quizzes on their learning 

• Avoid too many old past papers as the exam structure has changed over the past few years 

• Ensure that your child attends the controlled assessment field work trip and support them in completing 
their controlled assessment 

How will progress be assessed during the year? 

Students will be given lots of practise exam style questions to do as end of unit tests and within lessons. Mock exams 

for whole units will also give students practise of answering questions in timed conditions.  

End of course Assessment: 

 
Unit 1: Global Geographical Issues 
 
 

Written exam 

1hr 30 mins 

94 marks 

37.5% of total grade 

 
Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues 
 

Written exam 

1hr 30 mins 

94 marks 

37.5% of total grade 

 
Unit 3: People and Environment 
Issues - Making Geographical 
Decisions 
 

Written exam 

1hr 15 mins 

64 marks including an extended 12 mark question 

25% of total grade  

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

Employers like to see GCSE Geography on C.V.’s as it teaches a wide range of skills applicable to future work and 

careers.  It will help to develop knowledge and understanding of our ever changing world which is becoming 

increasingly important to everyone.  Geography can lead to an A-level and further education in 

Geography/Environmental Science fields as well as other careers including: town planning, police force, military, 

teaching, tourism industry, environmental protection etc. 



HISTORY 
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Syllabus:  1HI0 

Course Leader: Miss C. Brooks 

Units Covered: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment objectives: 

AO1 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the periods 
studied. 

35% 

AO2 
Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical concepts 
(e.g. significance, change, continuity, causation, consequence, similarity, difference). 

35% 

AO3 
Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make substantiated 
judgements, in the context of historical events studied. 

15% 

AO4 
Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations (including how and 
why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical events studied. 

15% 

 

Typical learning activities in History 

• Reading, summarising and inferring from texts. 

• Activities based on historical methods and how historians work. 

• Extended writing focusing on narrative, causation, consequences, significance, change/continuity and 

similarity/difference.  

 
Paper 1: Thematic 
Study and Historic 
Environment 

 

 

• Section A: Historic Environment 
Medicine through time - c1250 to present 
 

• Section B: Thematic Study 
The British Sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, treatments 
and the trenches 

 
 
Paper 2: Period 
Study and British 
Depth Study 
 

 
• Section A: Period Study 

Superpower relations and the Cold War 1941-1991 
 

• Section B: British Depth Study 
Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 

 

 
Paper 3: Modern 
Depth Study 

 

• Modern Depth Study 
The USA, 1954-1975: conflict at home and abroad 

 



• Evaluating and analysing sources, including the utility of their content and their provenance. 

• Evaluating and analysing interpretations and how historians support their views with evidence. 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Encourage effective organisation of all History notes/resources and healthy daily/weekly revision habits.  

• Test students on their understanding of key words using the glossaries provided. 

• Purchase the Hodder revision guides for each unit. 

• Ensure students are using GCSEPod and/or Seneca Learning to support their learning. 

• Ensure students use the Edexcel website to access and practise past paper questions and review using mark 

schemes or examiner reports. 

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

• Regular ‘redzone’ assessments based on GCSE past paper questions to assess progress. 

• Regular ‘redzone’ knowledge and vocabulary tests and low-stakes retrieval practice. 

 

End of course Assessment: 

 
 
 
Paper 1: Thematic Study and Historic Environment 
 

 

Written paper 

1 hour and 15 minutes 

30% of qualification 

 

 
 
 
Paper 2: Period Study and British Depth Study 

 
Written paper 

1 hour and 45 minutes 

40% of qualification 
 

 
 

 
Paper 3: Modern Depth Study 

 

Written paper 

1 hour and 20 minutes 

30% of qualification 

 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future?  

History is useful in several ways. Students learn to evaluate contradictory evidence and viewpoints, and to 

differentiate between fact and opinion. Historical knowledge is often used as a lens to understand contemporary 

issues - studying the past helps us make sense of the present. Students develop the ability to debate, build and argue 

a viewpoint, often analysing incomplete or inconsistent evidence. History also helps students recognise the diversity 

of human experience across time and place as well as the forces that tie societies together. History is a strong 

academic GCSE to study; students must master literacy and critical thinking skills throughout the course, and 

therefore studying History develops transferable expertise to a wide range of careers. 

 



ART AND DESIGN (Fine Art) 

Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus:  8202 

Course Leader: Mrs Kumar   

Content covered: Students will make connections between knowledge, understanding and skills when engaging with 

sources such as the work of artists, crafts people and designers and when applying working methods and processes 

appropriate to the tasks. 

 

 
Component 1: 
 
Portfolio of work 
 

 
The coursework is a combination of two or more projects based on chosen 
themes.  Each project must provide evidence from one of the four objectives: 

1. Collection and use of primary and secondary source material 
2. Contextual Studies 
3. Development of ideas and experimenting with media 
4. Production of an outcome with clear links to the above 

 

 
Component 2: 
 
Externally set task 
 

 
A theme is given by the examining board as a starting point for students’ own 
ideas.  Students are encouraged to develop individual directions and explore a 
range of techniques to produce a body of work. 
 

 

Skills Developed: 

• Effective and independent learning 

• Critical and reflective thinking 

• Creative, imaginative and intuitive capabilities 

• Confidence to take risks 

• Development and refinement of ideas 

• Safe working practices. 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future?  

It is a strong foundation for further progression to Art and Design related courses such as A-level Art and Design and 

enhanced vocational and career pathways. 

There are also many creative industries for which Art is vital, for example: advertising, web design, photography, 

marketing, fashion and graphics. 

 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

Encourage them to: 

• Visit galleries and exhibitions. 

• Use the AQA revision guide. 



• Answer GCSE exam questions from past papers online. 

• Use the support materials which can be found on the AQA website.   

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

You are marked on your ability to record your ideas and observations in drawings and photographs, experiment with 

different techniques and develop your ideas to produce a final idea that is unique and personal to you. Coursework 

will be assessed at the end of each project. 

 

Course Assessment: 

 
Component 1: 
Portfolio of Work 

 
Controlled assessment containing a selection of work 
undertaken during the course and must include more 
than one project.  The work must also reflect the 4 
objectives. 
 

 

60% Total Mark 

 

 
Component 2: 
Externally set 
task 
 

 
Question papers. Unlimited preparation time.  
10 Hours (over a period of time) of sustained focused 
study. 

 
40% Total Mark 

 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

This course will allow you to refine your skills and express yourself in a visual way. It could be the first step towards 

an A-level or simply a way of nurturing your creativity and independence. This could lead to a degree in a number of 

Art and Design courses, or help you to be creative in another course you choose. The range of possible careers you 

could pursue is enormous; you could become an Illustrator, Architect, Interior Designer, Art therapist, Arts Manager, 

Graphic Designer, Set Designer, Fashion Designer, Costume Designer, Web Designer, Games Designer, Car Designer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

 

Exam board: OCR 

Syllabus: Cambridge National qualification – Level 1 / Level 2 – J835 

Course Leader: Mrs French 

Qualification Structure 

Unit 1: 
 
Supporting individuals through life events. 
 
This unit is assessed through coursework 

 

• Human growth and development across 
life stages 

• Impacts of life events 

• Sources of support 
 

Unit 2: 
 
Health promotion campaigns 
 
This unit is assessed through coursework 

 

• Current public health issues and the 
impact on society 

• Factors influencing health 

• Plan and create a health promotion 
campaign 

• Deliver and evaluate a health promotion 
campaign 
 

Unit 3: 
 
Principles of care in health and social care 
settings 
 
This unit is externally assessed at the end of the 
course in the form of a written exam. 

 

• The rights of service users in health and 
social care settings 

• Person-centred values 

• Effective communication in health and 
social care settings 

• Protecting service users and service 
providers in health and social care 
settings 
 

 

Skills Developed: 

This qualification gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills 
in a practical learning environment. The main focus is on three areas, which cover: 
 

• Skills and processes, such as interpreting data to assess an individual’s health, and designing a plan to 
improve their health and wellbeing 

• Attitudes, namely the care values that are vitally important in the sector, and the opportunity to practise 
applying them 

• Knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills, processes and attitudes, including human growth and 
development, health and social care services, and factors affecting people’s health and wellbeing. 

 
The Health and Social Care course gives a chance to apply and build on the knowledge and skills you are learning in 
your GCSEs such 



as English. It will complement the more theoretical aspects covered by GCSE Biology by allowing you to apply your 
knowledge and skills practically in a vocational context. 
 
What could you do to support your son/daughter? 
 

• Encourage them to complete all homework and revision tasks 

• Engage them in discussions about the key topic areas 

• Encourage engagement with current affairs 
 
 
How will progress be assessed during the course? 
 

 
 
Unit 1 : Supporting individuals through life 
events. 
 

 

Internally assessed coursework 
 
30% of total mark 
 

 
 
Unit 2 : Health promotion campaigns 
 

 
Internally assessed coursework 
 
30% of total mark 
 

 
 
Unit 3 : Principles of care in health and 
social care settings 
 

 
Externally assessed written exam 
 
40% of total mark 

 
 
The first two units are assessed through internal assessment.  Internal assessment takes place through assignments 
that are subject to external standards verification.  For setting assignments, we provide authorised assignment briefs 
and guidance in each unit.  This means that you can adapt materials to your local contexts and assess assignments 
that provide the valid and rigorous final summative assessment for each unit.  The internal assessments contribute 
60 per cent of the total qualification. 
 
There is one external assessment, Unit 3, which provides the main assessment for 
the qualification.  This takes the form of a set task taken under supervised conditions that is then marked and a 
grade awarded by OCR. The external assessment contributes 40 per cent of the total qualification. 

 
Grade GCSE Equivalent  

Level 1 Pass 1 

Level 1 Merit 2 

Level 1 Distinction 3 

Level 2 Pass 4/5 

Level 2 Merit 6 

Level 2 Distinction 7 

Level 2 Distinction * 8 

 
 
How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

Study of the qualification will help learners to make more informed choices for further learning either generally or in 
this sector. The exam offers the opportunity to develop writing skills, which are essential for success in further 
education, in addition to developing their communication skills; researching skills; planning and presentation skills all 
of which are transferable to different real-life context, roles or employment. 



DRAMA  
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Syllabus:  1DR0 

Course Leader: Mr Mead  

Units Covered: 

 
Devising  
 
Component 1 (40%) 
 

 

• In this unit you will create and develop a devised 
piece of drama from a stimulus (chosen by school). 

• You will perform the devised piece in school and it 
will be filmed for assessment.  

• You will analyse and evaluate the devising process.  
 

 
Performance from Text 
 
Component 2 (20%) 
 

 

• Students will either perform or design for two key 
extracts from a performance text.  

• School chooses which performance text. 

• Externally assessed by visiting examiner.  
 

 
Theatre Makers in Practice 
 
Component 3 (40%)  
 
 

 

• This unit will include a practical exploration of one 
complete performance text.  

• There are a choice of eight different texts from the 
exam board. 

• Live theatre evaluation – free choice of 
production.  
 

 

Skills Developed: 

• The ability to create, perform and respond to different styles of Drama. 

• Evaluative and analytical skills when documenting responses to live theatre. 

• Gain an understanding of the large number of skills needed to put on a professional show. 

• Communication skills within group work and developing group leadership as well as collaborative leadership. 

  

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

To be ultimately successful, in Drama, a student will see as much theatre as possible to gain an understanding of 

different styles of performance. It would be useful for you to understand that your child will need attend some after 

school and weekend rehearsals, to reach their potential in this subject. Please encourage your child to be absolutely 

committed to these. If your child struggles with learning lines it would be useful for you to experiment with different 

methods for them to practise, for example voice or video recording. Thank you for your support over the next two 

years.  

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Students will have the opportunity to practise all elements of the GCSE including all performance techniques and 

written evaluations. 



End of course Assessment: 

 
Component 1 
 
Devising  

 

• Internally assessed and externally moderated.  
TWO parts of assessment: 

• 1) Portfolio covering the creating process and analysis 
and evaluation of your process (45 marks) 

• 2) A devised performance (15 marks). 
 

 
Component 2 
 
Performance from Text 

 

• Externally assessed by visiting examiner.  

• Schools are free to choose which performance text the 
students perform. This could be a whole group 
performance or selected group performances.  

• Performance worth 48 marks.  

• No coursework.  
 

 
Component 3 
 
Theatre Makers in 
Practice 
 
 

 

• Written examination (1 hour 30 minutes) 
TWO sections to exam. 

• Section A: Bringing Texts to Life – 45 marks consisting of 
one question broken into six parts. This will based on an 
extract from a chosen text. 

• Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation – 15 marks consisting 
of two questions that will require students to analyse 
and evaluate a piece of live theatre they have seen. 
Students allowed to take up to 500 words of evaluation 
notes in with them.  

 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

A GCSE in Drama can lead to exciting careers in the performing arts industry, including: Acting, Singing, Lighting 

Design, Stage Management, Make-up Design, Sound Design, Costume Design, Set Design and many more.  Many 

people also choose to use their Drama training for other purposes, such as becoming a teacher and educating 

others, or even performing in a Theatre in Education Company to thousands of people all over the world.  Drama will 

also improve your communication skills so that you can be a valuable member of staff in any job.  It will improve 

your confidence so that you are able to comfortably present in front of groups of people.  Drama will also help you 

to express your creative thoughts and be innovative within a working environment.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Exam Board: AQA 

Syllabus: GCSE in Physical Education 8582 

Course Leader:  Mr Lysaght 

Units Covered: 

Component 1 – Theory of Physical Education 

 
Unit 1 – The human body 
and movement in physical 
activity and sport 

 
Topic 1 – Applied Anatomy and physiology  
Topic 2 – Movement analysis 
Topic 3 – Physical Training  
Topic 4 – Use of Data 
 

 
Unit 2 – Socio-cultural 
influences and wellbeing in 
physical activity in sport 

 
Topic 1 – Health, Fitness and well-being  
Topic 2 – Sport Psychology 
Topic 3 – Socio-cultural influences 
Topic 4 – Use of Data 
 

Component 2 – Performance in Physical Education 

 
Unit 3 – Practical 
Performance 

 
Three player performances  

• 1 Team Activity 

• 1 Individual Activity 

• 1 free choice 

 
Unit 4 – Non-exam 
assessment: Analysis and 
evaluation of performance 
to bring out improvement in 
one activity. 

 

• Identify training type to improve a weak area of fitness. 

• Fully describe a training session that provides an example 
of what can be used for the performer. 

• Explain how prolonged use of the identified training type 
could improve the fitness weakness. 

• Identify one other relevant part of the specification which, 
when applied, could bring about improvement in the 
skill/tactic/strategy weakness. 

• Explain how the additional specification content selected 
could lead to improvement of the identified weakness. 
 

 

Qualification aims & objectives: 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to: 

• Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and sport 

and use this knowledge and understanding to improve performance 

• Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical activity and sport 

• Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and selecting and using 

tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas 

• Develop the ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and sport 

• Understand the contribution that physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-being 



• Understand the key social-cultural influences that can affect people’s involvement in physical activity and 

sport. 

 
You will:  

•  Develop your knowledge and practical skills in a range of physical activities 
•  Examine the effects of exercise and how training can improve performance 
•  Find ways to improve your own performances in a variety of roles 
•  Identify ways to develop and maintain a healthy and active lifestyle through physical activity 
•  Appreciate the benefits of promoting ‘sport for all’ 

 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Ensure your child takes part in some regular physical activity, especially in their chosen sports for assessment 

• Ensure they have the correct PE kit for every practical session 

• Make sure your child spends the correct amount of time on their homework 

• Provide new stationery, highlighters and pens to make revision more interesting 

• Have discussions with your child about where in sport their strengths and weaknesses lie 
 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Students will have regular assessments based on GCSE past papers to test their progress within the theory element. 

Students will be regularly assessed on a scale of 1-10 within their chosen practical disciplines. 

End of course Assessment: 

 
Component 1: 
 
Unit 1 Examination, 1 hr 15 - 30% 
Unit 2 Examination, 1 hr 15 - 30% 

 
Component 1 is externally assessed through written 
examinations.  
 
This will contribute a maximum of 60% towards your total 
marks. 

 
Component 2: 
 
Controlled Assessment - 40% 

 
Component 2 is assessed in two sections. 
Unit 3 – Three practical performances. 1 Team, 1 Individual & 
1 Free choice 
 
Unit 4 – Non-exam assessment: Analysis and evaluation of 
performance to bring out improvement in one activity. 
 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

•  Improving your own performance in a range of sports roles. 

•  If you are considering a sports-related career or an A Level/higher education course then our GCSE in Physical 
Education is the right subject for you. 

As well as being the ideal preparation for the A Level Physical Education course, GCSE Physical Education allows for 
progression to related vocational qualifications, such as BTEC Firsts and Nationals in Sport or Sport and Exercise 
Sciences. The course develops the transferable skills and key skills that employers are looking for and can lead to a 
wide variety of employment opportunities. This can include further training in areas such as recreational 
management, leisure activities, coaching, officiating, the fitness industry, the armed forces and the Civil Service. 

  



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

Exam Board: AQA  

Syllabus:  Religious Studies A- 8062 

Course Leader: Mrs David 

Units Covered: 

 
Component 1: The study of 
religions: beliefs, teachings 
and practices 

 
Beliefs, teachings and practices of two religions: 
 

• Christianity 
• Islam 

 

 
Component 2: Thematic 
studies 

 
Six Religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes: 
the students only have to answer four out of six of these 
in the exam. 
 
Religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes: 

• Theme A: Relationship and families 
• Theme B: Religion and life.  
• Theme c: The existence of God and revelation 
• Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict.  
• Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment.  
• Theme F: Religion, human rights and social 

justice.  
 

 

 

Skills Developed: 

The AQA Full Course in RE aims to enable candidates to address fundamental questions about the basis for religious 

beliefs and behaviour and to investigate ways in which religious beliefs and values are relevant to moral issues and 

behaviour. It also aims to encourage candidates to reflect upon common human experiences that raise questions 

about the meaning and purpose of life, and to develop their own reasoned response to these. 

The Religious Studies A syllabus offers students the opportunity for the thematic study of Religion and religious 

responses to fundamental questions of life. This specification is suitable for candidates of any religious persuasion or 

none. 

This specification encourages students to: 

• Develop their interest and enthusiasm for the study of Religion and the relationship between Religion and 

the wider world. 

• Develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of religion by exploring the impact of beliefs, teachings, 

practices, ways of life and forms of expressing meaning. 

• Express their personal responses and informed insights on fundamental questions about identity, belonging, 

meaning, purpose, truth, values and commitments. 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-b-4055


The specification is distinctive in providing opportunities for the thematic studies of Religion and religious responses 

to fundamental questions of life, with reference to one or more of the six major world religions. By evaluating ethical 

issues, and expressing views using reasoned arguments, students can enhance their capacity and desire to make a 

positive contribution to debates and decisions in society.  

 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

Enable and encourage them to: discuss current topics that appear in the news; use the revision guide; answer GCSE 

exam questions from past papers online. 

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Students will have regular assessments based on GCSE example questions provided by AQA. 

End of course Assessment:  

There is no coursework for this course.   

 
Paper 1: The study of religious beliefs, 
teachings and practices 

 
Written paper 
1 hour 45 minutes 
50%  
 

Paper 2: Thematic studies 

 
Written paper 
1 hour 45 minutes 
50% 
 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

Religious Studies lays a good foundation for further Studies at A-level and complements other related A-level 

subjects including: Philosophy, Law, History, History of Art, Government and Politics, Sociology and English 

Literature. 

 

The subject of Religious Studies develops skills that are useful in a variety of careers including: 

Teaching, Social services, Counselling, Law, Politics, Charity Organisation, Medicine, Fire services 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

CREATIVE iMEDIA 
Exam Board: OCR 

Syllabus: Cambridge Nationals Certificate in ICT Level 2 – J834 

Course Leader:  Mr. Gower   

Units Covered: 

Unit Content 

 
R093 - Creative iMedia in the media industry 
 
Media industry, digital media products, how 
they are planned, and the media codes which 
are used to convey meaning, create impact and 
engage audiences. 
 

 

• The media industry 

• Factors influencing product 

design 

• Pre-production planning 

• Distribution considerations 
 

 
R094 - Visual identity and digital graphics 
 

How to develop visual identities for clients 

and use the concepts of graphic design to 

create original digital graphics to engage 

target audiences.  

 

• Developing visual identies 

• Plan digital graphics for products  

• Create visual identity and digital graphics 

This unit largely uses Adobe Illustrator. 

 
 
R096 - Animation with audio 
 

How to plan, create and review animation 

with an audio soundtrack.   

 

• Plan animation + audio 

• Create animation + audio 

• Review animation + audio 

In this unit we will largely be using Blender. 
 

 

You may be interested in this if you want an engaging qualification where you will use your learning in practical, real-

life situations, such as: 

• Developing visual identities for clients 

• Planning and creating original digital graphics 

• Planning, creating and reviewing original digital media products. 

 

Qualification aims & objectives: 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to: 

• Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of digital media including factors that 
influence product design; use of media codes and conventions; pre-production planning techniques; legal 
issues; and creation/publishing/distribution considerations 

 

• Develop learning and practical skills that can be applied to real-life contexts and work situations 
 



• Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically to develop independence and confidence in 

using skills that would be relevant to the media industry and, more widely, design, plan, create and review 

digital media products which are fit for purpose and meet the requirements of clients and target audiences 

 
What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Encourage your child to complete all homework and revision tasks 

• Encourage your child to use a variety of software to help complete tasks at home 

• Engage them in discussions about the key topic areas. 
 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

• Students will have regular assessments based on past papers to test their progress within the theory 
element. 

• Students will be regularly assessed within their practical tasks. 

Course Assessment: 

R093 Creative iMedia in the 
media industry 
 
 1 hour 30 min written paper 

80 UMS 

40% of final grade 

OCR set and marked 

 

A range of question types will be used in the exam, but it will 

always require students to use the skills of analysis and 

evaluation.  
 

R094 Visual identity and digital 
graphics 
 
50 UMS 

25% of final grade 

 

 
 

Centre assessed and OCR moderated 

This set assignment contains two practical tasks.  

It should take approximately 10-12 hours to complete. 

(Coursework) 
 

R096 Animation with audio 

70 marks (70 UMS) 

 

35% of final grade 

 

Centre assessed and OCR moderated 

This set assignment contains three practical tasks. 

It should take approximately 12-15 hours to complete. 

(Coursework) 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

The knowledge and skills you develop will help you to progress onto further study and/or career in the media 

industry. The qualification helps to develop other transferable skills that will be valuable in other life and work 

situations including: creative thinking, digital presentation, planning and problem solving. 

 

Further study opportunities may include other vocational qualifications such as:- 

 

• Level 2/Level 3 OCR Cambridge Technicals in Digital Media and/or Information Technology 

• T-Level Qualification in Digital Production Design and Development or Media, Broadcast and Production 

• Media and Broadcast Assistant Pathway Apprenticeship.  

 



SPORTS STUDIES  
Exam Board: OCR Cambridge National 

Syllabus: Cambridge National OCR Sport Studies J813 

Course Leader:  Mr Davies 

Units Covered: 

Compulsory units 

 
Unit R051 Contemporary 
Issues in Sport 

 
Topic 1 – Barriers to Participation  
Topic 2 – The Olympic and Paralympic Movement 
Topic 3 – Hosting a Major Sporting Event 
Topic 4 –  Sporting Initiatives 
Topic 5 – National Governing Bodies 
Topic 6 – Performing Enhancing Drugs 
 

 
Unit R052 – Developing 
Sports Skills 

 
L01 1 – Individual Practical Sport  
L02 2 – Team Practical Sport 
L03 3 – Officiating a Sport 
L04 4 – Analysis of Practical Performance 
 

Chosen units 

 
Unit R053 – Sports 
Leadership 

 
L01 – Roles and Responsibilities in Sport 
L02 – Lesson Plan 
L03 – Risk Assessment 
L04 – Leadership in Sport 
L05 – Analysis of Leadership Performance 
 

 
Unit R054 – Sport and the 
Media 

 
L01 – Types of Media 
L02 – The Positive Impact the Media has on Sport 
L03 – The Negative Impact the Media has on Sport 
L04 – The Relationship Between Sport and the Media 
L05 – Comparing two Media Sporting Articles 
 

 

Skills Developed: 

• The Cambridge National in Sport Studies takes a more sector-based focus, whilst also encompassing core 

sport/physical education themes. Students have the opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about skills 

development, sports leadership, and different types of sport and physical activity, to their own practical 

performance.  

• They will learn about contemporary issues in sport such as funding, participation, ethics and role-models, 

and sport and the media. Students will develop an appreciation of the importance of sport locally and 

nationally, different ways of being involved in sport and how this shapes the sports industry. 

 

 

 



What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

• Ensure your child takes part in some regular physical activity 

• Ensure they have access to a computer at home to do coursework 

• Make sure your child spends the correct amount of time on their coursework 

 

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Students will have regular assessments after each learning objective – LO.  

End of course Assessment: 

R051 
 

Exam: 60 marks 
 

R052 
 

Coursework: 60 Marks 
 

R053 
 

Coursework: 60 Marks 
 

R054 
 

Coursework: 60 Marks 
 

 

Points Grade Equivalent  

72 Level 1 Pass 1 

96 Level 1 Merit 2 

120 Level 1 Distinction 3 

144 Level 2 Pass 4/5 

168 Level 2 Merit 6 

192 Level 2 Distinction 7 

216 Level 2 Distinction * 8 

 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

Improving your own performance in a range of sports roles 

The course is mostly coursework, which can be more suitable when studying many exam-based subjects.  

If you are considering a sports-related career or a vocational/higher education course then the OCR Sport Studies is 

the right subject for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MUSIC  
Exam Board: OCR 

Syllabus:  J536 

Course Leader: Miss Fisher  

Units Covered: 

Integrated portfolio (30%) 
comprising of: 
 

• Solo performance 

• Free composition 
 
 
 

• Each student will have the opportunity to experiment with 
different styles of music on their chosen instrument. 

• Students will be given allocated time in and out of school to 
practice learn performance techniques of their choice.   

• Students will explore the use of music technology, such as 
Garageband and Sibelius to create their own music compositions 
and show musical knowledge. 

Practical portfolio (30%) 
comprising of: 

• Ensemble/ group 
performance 

• Composition to a 
brief 

• Students will have the opportunity to experiment with different 
styles of music with other students on their chosen instrument. 

• Students will develop group work skills by working with others. 

• Students will be given allocated time to practice in and out of 
school to learn performance techniques of their choice.   

• Students will explore the use of music technology such as 
Garageband and Sibelius to respond to their choice of a brief.   

Listening and Appraising 
(40%) 

• Listening exam to be 
sat at the end of Year 
11. 

 

This unit will focus on four areas of study to develop critical 
listening skills. The areas of study that will be covered are:  

• Conventions of pop- looking at The Beatles, Elvis Presley, Queen, all 
the way up to present day.  

• Rhythms of the world- concentrating on African drumming, samba, 
Indian music and much more. 

• Film and game music - exploring music from the likes of Star Wars, 
Jaws, Batman, as well as understanding the reasons behind 
composition for film and game. 

• Concerto through time- exploring how the western classical 
tradition has developed.   

• Throughout all areas of study, students will demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding of the key musical elements. 

 

Skills Developed: 

• The ability to create, perform and respond to different genres of Music. 

• Develop evaluative and analytical skills when listening and appraising. 

• Gain an understanding of the large number of performance skills needed to become a musician. 

• Communication skills within ensemble work and developing group leadership as well as collaborative 

leadership. 

  

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

To succeed in Music it would be useful for a student to listen to as many different music genres as possible, 

therefore encouraging and finding opportunities for your child to do so would be of great benefit. Support 

attendance to after school and weekend rehearsals. Students should be regularly practicing their instrument at 



home to ensure the best quality of performance recordings. Please encourage your child to be absolutely committed 

to these and take them seriously. 

 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Students will have the opportunity to practise all elements of the GCSE across the two years. Portfolio pieces are 

completed across the two years with several opportunities to record performances and compositions.  

End of course Assessment: 

 
Integrated portfolio 
(30%) comprising of: 

• Solo 
performance 

• Free 
composition 

 

 
Internally assessed and externally moderated.  
 
       TWO parts of the portfolio: 

• A solo performance on your chosen instrument that is written by 
someone else. This will be recorded in school. DJ and sequencing 
opportunities are available. 

•  A free composition which can be in any style chosen by the student. 
This can be played by the student or programmed into a piece of music 
technology such as Garageband.  
 

 
Practical portfolio 
(30%) comprising of: 
 

• Ensemble/ 
group 
performance 

• Composition to 
a brief 

 
Internally assessed and externally moderated.  
 

TWO parts of the portfolio: 

• An ensemble performance on your instrument with anyone that you 
choose to work with both in or out of school. This will be recorded in 
school. 

•  A composition to one chosen brief. The pack of briefs gives a variety of 
choice usually including: a rhythm, a picture, a poem or a chord 
progression. This can be played by the student or programmed into a 
piece of music technology such as Garageband. 
 

Listening and 
Appraising (40%) 

• Listening exam 
to be sat at the 
end of Year 11. 

 

 

• Listening and written examination (1 hour 30 minutes) based on the 
four areas of study listed from this unit.  

• Most questions will be 1-4 mark answers with the longest question 
worth 9 marks. 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

A GCSE in Music is an excellent base to lead in many directions. Music GCSE is essential for progressing to Music A-

Level or B-Tec and moving onto music-based colleges. There are many creative job opportunities in the music 

industry such as: Sound Technology, Performance, Musical Theatre, Composition, Music Business, Song Writing, 

Music Journalism and much more. Although Music may seem a specific subject, it shows other qualities that 

employers value, for example: the course involves collaboratively working with others allowing students to work on 

their teamwork and communication skills. The process of learning a new skill shows perseverance and resilience to 

their personality. Music will also help build confidence and express creativity which is a useful tool in any working 

environment.  

 

 



FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 
Exam Board: AQA  

Syllabus: GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition 8585 

Course Leader: Mrs Cox 

Units Covered: 

 

Skills Developed: 

 

The AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition course supports students with the knowledge, understanding and 

skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. Students make the 

connections between theory and practice to apply their understanding of food and nutrition to practical preparation. 

Qualification aims and objectives: 

• Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking using a variety of food 

commodities, cooking techniques and equipment. 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties, chemical processes and nutritional 

content of food and drinks. 

• Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 

psychological effects of poor diet and health. 

• Understand the economic, environmental, ethical, and socio-cultural influences on food availability, 

production processes, and diet and health choices. 

• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities and 

microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving food. 

• Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional 

British and International), to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes. 

Subject area Content 

Topic 1: Food, Nutrition & Health 

 

• Nutrients.  

• Nutritional health. 

 

Topic 2: Food Science 

 

Cooking of food and heat transfer. Functional and 

chemical properties of food. 

 

Topic 3: Food Safety 

 

Food spoilage and contamination. Principles of food 

safety. 

 

Topic 4: Food Choice 

Factors affecting food choice. British and international 

cuisine. Sensory evaluation. 

 

 

Topic 5: Food Provenance 

 

Environmental impact and sustainability. Processing 

and production. 



What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

Encourage them to: 

• Be organised and prepare ingredients for practical lessons. 

• Cook at home and try new ingredients/recipes. 

• Think about where food products are sourced. 

• Be aware of current issues in food production, agriculture and health by following the news. 

• Share cooked dishes at home and reflect on taste, texture, and appearance with family. 

• Complete all home learning and reflect on feedback. 

How will progress be assessed during the course? 

Students will have regular practical assessments and written based assessments based on GCSE example questions 

provided by AQA. 

End of course Assessment:  

 

1.  Written Exam  

 

     50% 

 

• 1hr 45 minute exam paper (mixture 
of multiple choice, short and long 
answers).  

 

 
2.  NEA 1 (Non-Exam Assessment)  
 
     30 marks - 15% 
 

 

• Food Investigation Task 
 

 
 
3.  NEA 2 (Non-Exam Assessment) 
 
     70 marks -35% 

 

• Food Preparation Task  
                
 

• 3 dishes prepared, cooked and 
presented in controlled conditions 
within 3-hour exam. 

 

 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

Students who complete this course will learn practical cooking skills and nutrition knowledge essential for health and 

wellbeing in any future career journey. This subject particularly benefits learners who wish to follow career paths in 

Hospitality, Nutrition, Health Promotion, Healthcare and Food Research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
Exam board: AQA 

Syllabus: GCSE Design and Technology 8552 

Course Leader: Miss Fatima 

Units Covered: 

Core technical 
Principles  

In order to make effective design choices students will need a breadth of core technical 
knowledge and understanding that consists of: 

• New and emerging technologies 
• Energy generation and storage  
• Developments in new materials 
• Systems approach to designing  
• Mechanical devices 
• Materials and their working properties 

 
All of these will be taught and assessed  

Specialist technical 
principles  

All students will develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of the following 
specialist technical principles: 

 
• Selection of materials or components 
• Forces and stresses  
• Ecological and social footprint 
• Sources and origins  
• Using and working with materials 
• Stock forms, types and sizes 
• Scales of production  
• Specialist techniques and processes  
• Surface treatments and finishes 

Designing and making 
principles  

All students will need to demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of 
designing and making principles in relation to the following areas: 
 

• Investigation, primary and secondary data 
• Environmental, social and economic challenge 
• The work of others 
• Design strategies  
• Communication of design ideas 
• Prototype development 
• Selection of materials and components 
• Tolerances 
• Material management 
• Specialist tools and equipment 
• Specialist techniques and processes 

 

 

 

 



Assessments:  

50% Written Exam: 
 

• Core technical 
principles 

• Specialist technical 
principles 

• Designing and 
making principles  

Section A- Core technical principles (20 marks) 
• A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing 

a breadth of technical knowledge and understanding.  
Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 

• Several short answer questions (2-5 marks) and one extended 
response to assess a more in-depth knowledge of technical 
principles. 

Section C- Designing and making principles (50 marks) 
• A mixture of short answer and extended response questions.  

How it is assessed • Written Exam 2 hours  
• 100 marks 

• 50% of GCSE 

50% Non-exam assessment (NEA) 

What is assessed? Practical application of  
• Core technical principles 
• Specialist technical principles. 
• Designing and making principles 

How it is assessed • Non- exam assessment 30-35 hours approx. 
• 100 marks 
• 50% of GCSE  

Tasks • Substantial design and make task 
• Assessment criteria 
• Identifying and investigating design possibilities 
• Producing a design brief and specification  
• Generating design ideas 
• Developing design ideas 
• Realising design ideas  
• Analysing & evaluating 
• Students will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence. 

What could you do to support your son/daughter? 

Encourage them to use the AQA revision guide. 

• Encourage them to answer GCSE exam questions from past papers online. 
• Ensure they have access to a computer at home to do coursework. 
• Make sure your child spends the correct amount of time on their coursework. 
• Engage them in discussions about the key topic areas. 

 
How will progress be assessed during the course? 

The exams and non-exam assessment will measure how students have achieved the following assessment 
objectives. 

• AO1: identify and outline design possibilities to address needs and wants. 
• AO2: Design and make prototypes that are fit or purpose. 
• AO3: Analyse and evaluate. 
• AO4: Demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of technical principles. and designing and 

making principles. 

How will this subject be of use to me in the future? 

Students who complete this course will learn to work creatively and be able to participate confidently in an 

increasingly technological world. The subject particularly benefits learners who which to follow careers paths in 

Construction, Engineering and Graphic design.  


