
Preparing your child for Maths at Priory Academy 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 

Welcome to Maths at Priory Academy. Maths is more than a subject; it is a life skill, one that we 

hope your child already enjoys.  The journey that began when your child learnt to count, should 

continue seamlessly throughout their education and you can help by preparing them for their next 

step. 

Task 1 

A very important life skill is to have a thorough understanding of money. Over the summer it would 

be very useful if you could give your child opportunities to count real money (coins and notes), to 

add up prices and encourage them to work out change when shopping.  

Task 2 

Learning to tell the time can take many children a long time to master! The earlier conversations 

about clocks and watches happen with them the better. If your child has been struggling with telling 

the time, a good way to start is to talk about which hands represent the hours and minutes. You can 

then follow this with reading the clock when it shows 2 O’clock, 10 O’clock etc. When your child has 

mastered these skills, you can move on to reading clocks that show half past, quarter past and 

quarter to the hour.   

Task 3 

Another way to support your child is to help them with their understanding of weight and volume. 

This can be as simple as estimating the weight of an object (e.g an orange), checking this weight with 

scales and then using this knowledge to estimate the weight of something heavier or lighter, or in 

the case of liquids, volumes of cans/bottles can be compared. These skills become more enjoyable if 

you use them to estimate the weight or volume of the ingredients when baking or cooking. 

Task 4 

Learning times tables before they start Year 5 will also help your child to progress more rapidly. 

Knowing their tables thoroughly (8 x 7 = 56), is not the same as chanting tables 1x7=7, 2x7=14 all the 

way up to 8 x 7 = 56 in order to find the answer. It would be amazing if your child could work on 

their times tables skills in preparation for Year 5. There are many online times table games that 

encourage speed and accuracy (see suggestions below). If you prefer not to use the computer, 

remove the picture cards and jokers from a deck of cards, shuffle the remaining cards and divide 

them into two equal face down piles. Turn over the top card from each pile and ask your child to 

multiply the two numbers together. Over time, your child should become quicker and more 

confident playing this game. 

I wish you all a safe and restful summer and we look forward to working with you and your child at 

Priory Academy. 

Kind regards 

Mrs O’Driscoll  

Leader of Mathematics 



Times tables games 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/maths-owl/top-tips--2/times-tables-tips  

https://www.coolmath4kids.com/ 

https://www.mathsisfun.com/multiplication-tips-tricks.html 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 

These are the formal written methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division that your 

child will use throughout their maths journey at Priory. 
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