
Dear Parent/ Carer,  

Your child's reading experience is much more than the reading book which comes home from 
school. We at Priory Academy value the importance of reading and literacy for all of our pupils. They 
are lifelong skills which will ensure that your child is in the best position to succeed across all 
subjects.  

 

• Why is reading so important?  

Reading for pleasure is possibly the single-most important activity your child can do to improve 
achievement in school. Research has shown that reading helps cognitive development; a recent 
study revealed that students who read at home do ‘significantly better’ across the curriculum – 
including 9.9% better in maths – than students who don’t read. Linked to this is the fact that 
reading is the best way to improve vocabulary- essential for success in every subject. 

Reading also has social and emotional benefits. It increases self-esteem and studies show that 
students who read are more empathetic. Growing up is tough -- reading can help young people 
explore complex problems from the safe fictional world of a book.  

What difference can I make as a parent?                                                                                                     
You make a huge difference! Parents/Carers are the most important educators in a child’s life – even 
more important than their teachers – and it’s never too early to start reading together. 
 

Building vocabulary and understanding 
Developing your child’s reading is about listening and understanding as well as working out what’s 
printed on the page.  
Through reading and being read to, children are exposed to a wide range of words. This helps them 
build their own vocabulary and improve their understanding. It is important that not only does a 
child read fluently but that they understand what they are reading.  
When reading with your child, ask questions about the book to ensure they understand.   

Here are some examples of questions you could use:   

• What do you think this book could be about?  

• What do you think is going to happen?  

• If you were that character, what would you have done differently in that situation?  

• What was your favourite part of the book? Why?  

• Who was your favourite character? Why?  

• Would you have ended the book differently? Did it end the way you thought it would?  

• Did the problem of the book's plot get solved? How?  

 

 What can I do to encourage my child to read? 

• Visit the library with your child when you go into town. Ask your child to meet you in the 

library and then take your time selecting a book to read yourself. 



• Be enthusiastic about what they are reading: Ask them to describe a character or to read 

aloud an exciting bit. 

• Let your children see you reading for pleasure, and talk about what you read and how 
you choose books. 

• Continue to read aloud to your children (even if they are fluent readers). 

• Another idea is to find the book version of a movie: Stormbreaker, Eragon, Harry Potter, 
The Princess Diaries, The Chronicles of Narnia, Percy Jackson and Inkheart are all films 
based on children’s books. Both of you can read the book, watch the movie together -- 
then discuss the differences. 

• Try audio books: Libraries have free, downloadable audio books plus Audible has a wide 
range of children’s books. Many children like the idea of being able to do something 
active while listening to a book. By listening to an audio book, your child will pick up new 
vocabulary, hear complex sentence structures and engage with stories. 

• Visit a bookstore and allow your child to select a book of their choice. The visually 
appealing marketing and layout of best-selling books can attract even reluctant readers. 

• Non-fiction books linked to a child’s interests are a great way to spark a desire to read. 

• Gentle encouragement works best.  

 

We look forward to meeting you in September! 

Kindest regards,  

 

Katie Brazier  

 

Subject Leader for English and Literacy for Learning Lead  

 

 


