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Dear Parents/Carers & students,  
 
As I write this newsletter, I cannot help but notice how wonderful Spring is at Priory.  The smell of 
freshly cut grass, birds singing, trees dressed in their new leaves and happy children on the field 
enjoying each other’s company, you would not be wrong to consider this small corner of Dunstable 
as the happiest of places.  However, amidst all this beauty, you will find a strong sense of purpose. 
After all, we are in the middle of the exam season!   
 
Looking around, there is hustle and bustle, everyone is busy.  As most of the school community gets 
on with its daily business, the exam season has brought with it: revision sessions, room changes and 
corridor diversions.  My thanks go to everyone, students and staff who have played their part in 
supporting these changes so whole-heartedly.  As such, it has been, indeed, a very pleasant half 
term. 
 
As always, there is lots to report on, but I would like to start with our recent Year 6 SATs.  I must say, 
seeing how our children undertook 4 days of assessments with zeal and fortitude was a tremendous 
feat and one could not be more proud.  When enquiring how the SATs week was going, from some 
Year 6 students, I was delighted to hear that they found it exciting!  A few mentions of bananas, 
drink and biscuits also came loud and clear.  I would like to say a big thank you to all the parents for 
their support and also to Pratts Bananas for their long standing sponsorship during the SATs week. 
 
Last weekend, our courageous Year 10 students completed their Duke of Edinburgh Award Bronze 
practice expedition.  With a starting point at Dunstable Downs and finishing at the Ashridge Estate. 
Their 2 day, 1 night expedition included: 15 miles of walking whilst putting into practice skills such 
as: map reading and navigation, putting up a tent, cooking outdoors, using a camping stove and of 
course washing up!  A big well done and congratulations to our fearless students who performed 
gallantly and my sincere thanks to Mr S Mitchelmore and Mr I Mitchelmore who led the expedition 
with the support of A to Z team.    
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Staying on the subject of life skills and extra-curricular activities, I should mention our students’ 
recent trip to the Football Academy in Barcelona.  My thanks go to Mr David and the team of 
teachers who made the journey such a successful tour.  Of course, as always, I was over the moon to 
hear that our students were a credit to our school and how much they enjoyed the experience. 
 
 

 
 

Moving on, it was such a joy to hear our talented musicians perform their GCSE pieces during our 
recent Musical Recital Evening on 9th May. It was a privilege to see performing arts continuing to 
flourish at our school.  We would like to wish our musicians all the very best in their forthcoming 
music exam.  
 

Last week, we celebrated our Year 11’s final assembly in the school hall.  This was, of course, 
followed by the obligatory shirt signing tradition.  As I stood in front of the students, I could not 
believe how quickly the past 7 years have gone!  It does seem that it was only yesterday, when they 
all arrived at Priory to start in Year 5.  It has truly been an amazing few years and a thrill and a 
privilege to see them grow into such wonderful young men and women.  It goes without saying that 
we, as a community, are rooting for their success in their GCSE exams and wish them every 
happiness as they continue on their educational journey next year, be it sixth form, college or 
apprenticeship.  
 

Finally, I am delighted to report that we are, once again, over-subscribed for September 2019.  We 
look forward to seeing our new students on transition day the next half term. 
 
Also, you may have noticed our new-look website with which we are very pleased. I hope that you 
will find the instruction overleaf helpful in navigating the site.  
 
As the first part of the final term draws to a close, it remains only for me to say thank you for your 
support of the school.  
 
Mrs M Smith 

Headteacher 

 



Headteacher’s Commendation 

Many congratulations to the following students: 

 Katie Merel and Kaylee Chamberlain (Year 9 English): for their incredible effort, contribution 
to class discussions and excellent work 

 Joseph March (Year 9): for perseverance and enthusiasm in Geography 

 Samuel Chrisokere and Lillie Beard (Year 9): for kindness and showing school values 

 Luke Manders and Josh Sidpara (Year 10): for excellent progress in English 

 Kyeesha Weston-Samed and William Duffy (Year 10): for kindness and showing school values 

 Claire Wilden (Year 10): for striving in her learning and exceeding her target grades. In 
addition to playing a significant role within the school community 

 Gracie Wilkinson (Year 11): for dedication to learning and her kindness and care for her peers. 

 
Achievements 

Congratulations and well done to: 

 Summer Ward for passing her black stripe grading in Karate 

 Ryan Kellegher for achieving his Nidan (2nd Dan) black belt in Karate  
 

We would also like to send our congratulations to Mrs Humphreys who recently completed the 
Milton Keynes Marathon.  
 

New Website 

If you are looking for GCSE pod; Show My Homework or the on-line payment system ‘Tucasi’, these 

can be found by clicking the link symbol at the top of the page.  This will then bring down the 

“drop down” below: 

 

Keeping our students safe on their journey to school 

As a polite reminder to drivers, please can we remind you that the speed limit on Britain Street is a 

maximum of 20mph.  However at peak times during the day, the entry next to Dunstable Discount is 

likely to be heavily congested with pedestrians – please be mindful of the children. 

 
We have also been sent a letter by CBC council regarding students cycling to school: a copy is 
attached for your information.  
 
Uniform for September 

The uniform requirement for September 2019 is available on our school website.   

If your child will require a new blazer in September would you please ensure this is pre-ordered with 
Best Look in plenty of time to ensure they have adequate stock available (see order form attached). 



 
Good second-hand school uniform  

In our effort to encourage and support sustainability, we would be grateful for donations of good, 
used school uniform to the school’s office. Dependent on the volume of uniforms received, they will 
be either sold as second-hand or used in emergency cases for our students. 
 
Send in your used batteries! 
We are now operating a recycling scheme for batteries.  All types of batteries will be gratefully 
received - including watch/hearing aid batteries.  If you would like to be involved, the recycle 
buckets are in Mr Underwood's, Miss Carter's and Ms Carey's rooms, as well as one in the foyer by 
reception.  
 
 

Important Dates: 

Thursday 23rd May Hazard Alley, 6R/6T 
Friday 24th May Hazard Alley, 6A/6L 
w/c 27th May Half Term 
Monday 3rd June Students return to school – NO training day 
22nd-23rd June DofE Qualifying Expedition 
Friday 28th June Year 11 Prom, 6.30pm 
Wednesday 3rd July Transition Day 
Thursday 4th July Tate Modern Visit, Year 8-10 Art students 
 


