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‘Learning today for a better tomorrow’ 

 
Dear Parents/Carers and students, 

As the summer term and academic year, comes to its final few days, I suspect that you, like I, will be wondering just 
where another academic year has gone.  It has certainly been another exciting year in our school’s history, as we 
joined the Scholars’ Education Trust in March.  You will not be surprised to hear that we are already seeing some of 
the benefits of being a part of a family of successful schools through colleagues working together, shared training 
opportunities and conferences to mention a few.  It is without doubt that our partnership with our sister schools will 
advance our young people’s progress across our whole community. 

This term has been busy with exams, sports days, extra-curricular events such as the Duke of Edinburgh expedition, 
the “Latin Play” festival, Enterprise Day, celebration events and the prom to mention a few.  As such, the following 
are some of the highlights of a terrific term: 

 Latin play at Beechwood Park School 
Congratulations and a big well done to our Latin students who performed with gusto and enthusiasm at 
Beechwood Park School’s “Latin play” festival on 28th June.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Duke of Edinburgh (DoE), Bronze Expedition 
Building confidence, resilience, skills and working as part of a team are just some of the benefits that can be 
mentioned about the Duke of Edinburgh scheme.  I am proud to report that all our DoE students did 
magnificently during the final Bronze expedition on 22nd and 23rd June.  A big well done to all and an even 
bigger thank you to our Mr Mitchelmores who led the expedition very successfully.  

 

  

 



 The National Enterprise Challenge 
The Ryman National Enterprise Challenge, in Partnership with UCFB, is an exciting and innovative enterprise 
programme which was enjoyed by our students in Years 7 and 8 on 28th June.  Working in teams of 4/5, our 
young entrepreneurs worked on a real life business challenge set by businesses supporting this exciting 
initiative.  It was fantastic to see our students’ engagement and enjoyment throughout this memorable day.  A 
big well done to everyone! 
 
We were very proud to be able to have our winning team participating in the national finals at Wembley 
Stadium on 10th July where Theo Paphitis, Challenge Ambassador (well known for his appearances on nine 
seasons of Dragon’s Den) presented the awards. 
 
Many congratulations to the team (Mikey Blair, Liam Minagh, Rhianna Martin, Beatrice Hales, Poppy Byrne), 
especially to Mikey Blair who won the KS3 Most Enterprising Boy award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Celebration of the Arts 
Well done and congratulations to our very talented students who did magnificently on our Celebration of the 
Arts evening, with performances in music, drama, literature and dance, not forgetting the wonderful fine arts 
exhibition.  My sincere thanks to Mr Mead, Mrs Lewis, Miss Wickert, Mrs Kumar and Mrs Morris for an 
unforgettable evening.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 University of Cambridge, Newnham Maths Summer School: 8th-9th July 2019 
It was a proud moment to see Ruby Cronin and Jasmin Harding (Year 10), nominated by Dr Kowalski, accepted 
to this very prestigious event.  The goal of this summer school was to show students the beauty of Mathematics 
and Science, and the wide breadth of career opportunities that exist within these subjects. 
 
This residential course was aimed specifically at female students interested in studying Mathematics and 
related courses at a top university. Our two students took part in lectures and hands-on classes taught by 
Cambridge academics. They met current students and admissions staff, as well as Newnham Maths alumnae 
who were able to share details of their career paths and other opportunities outside of academia. I am 
delighted to report that Ruby and Jasmin thoroughly enjoyed the two day event and found the experience 
extremely worthwhile. 

  



 Sports days 
On Wednesday 8th and Friday 12th July, we enjoyed our annual sports days in which everyone had a chance to 
show off their sporting prowess with Aequitas House lifting the winners’ trophy after a run of successes 
throughout the events.  Well done to all our sportsmen and women and to our fantastic PE department for their 
excellent planning and execution of the proceedings during both days. 

 

 Prom 
Our Year 11 students enjoyed a fabulous Prom on Friday 28th June at Eversholt Hall.  After months of planning, 
the dinner and dance proved to be our most glamourous event in Priory’s calendar.  Our sincere thanks to the 
Head boy/girl team led by Mrs Spokes.  We could not be more proud of our fantastic students! 
 

 



To top it all, today, I received the most wonderful gift from our children in 6T.  A bunch of flowers made from 
recycled water bottles, delightfully arranged.  A very big thank you to 6T and also to all our young people who are a 
source of pride and joy for all of us at Priory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With this final newsletter of 2018-19, it is fitting to thank firstly our parents for your continued support. Secondly, 
my sincere thanks go to our governors and trustees who give their time and effort selflessly for the advancement of 
educating our young people.  

My final thanks goes to our dedicated team of teachers and support staff who go above and beyond in supporting 
our students academically and pastorally daily.  With that in mind, I do believe our teachers fulfil what Carl Jung, 
Swiss Philosopher described good teachers as: 

 “An understanding heart is everything in a teacher and cannot be esteemed highly enough.  One looks back with 
appreciation to the good teachers, but with real gratitude to those that touched our human feeling.  The curriculum 
is just so much raw material, but warmth is the vital element for the growing plant and for the soul of the child.” 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a wonderful summer break and look forward to seeing you all at the start of an 
exciting new academic year in September.  To those few students who are leaving us, I would like to wish you every 
success and I hope that you will take with you the values that we hold dear at Priory. 

With all my very best wishes,  

Mahnaz Smith 
Headteacher 

  



Award Winners 
Many congratulations to the following students: 

  
Values Award 

 
Academic 

Achievement 

 
Academic 
Progress 

 
Achievement in 

the Arts 

 
Achievement in Sport 

 

Boys 
 

Girls 

YEAR 
5 

W: Isabel James 
RU: Ryan 
Brimmell,  
Isla-Rose James, 
Christophe Sowa 

W: Tamar 
Saunders-Fern 
RU: Daniel Kiteley 

W: Dulcie 
Putman 
RU: Eva Lyon 

W: Sylvie 
Couldridge 
RU: Maisie 
Worrall 

W 
RU 

Euan Warlow 
Isaiah Johnson 

Clara Thaker 
Olivia Cowley 

YEAR 
6 

W: Laura Timis 
RU: Harry 
Roberts,  
Ava French, 
Freddie Spooner 

W:  James Willis 
RU: Jack Fox 

W: Joe Cleaver 
RU: Jessica-Star 
Spencer 

W: Lyndon 
Moore 
RU: Tobias 
Paphitis 

W 
RU 

Michael Ibbott 
Kai Fisher 

Leah Howard 
Scarlett Joyce 

YEAR 
7 

W: Jacob 
Waddoups 
RU: Lottie 
Wilkinson,  
Yoyi Liu,  
Harley Burton 

W: Sebastian 
Fowler 
RU: Louisa 
Kellegher 

W: Sienna 
Beaumont 
RU: Daniel 
Glover 

W: Evie Magor 
RU: Bolu Shoge 

W 
RU 

Lucas 
Williamson 
JJ Kenna 

Lola Cook 
Emily Tallett 

YEAR 
8 

W: Nathan Smith 
RU: Beatrice 
Hales,  
Rosie Mansell,  
Emily Stonelake 

W: Sam Jones 
RU: Mia Kettlety 

W: Joshua 
Green 
RU: Charlie 
Brewer 

W: Emma 
Armstrong 
RU: Jonathon 
Awoyemi 

W 
RU 

Elliot Kefford 
Finley 
Bellchambers 

Kimberley 
Rawlinson 
Elizabeth 
Hardie 

YEAR 
9 

W:  Connor Finn 
RU: Ellie Thomas, 
Luella Worrall 

W: Sophiya Kiani 
RU: Miles Ribbans 

W: Evie Nicholls 
RU: Harry Herd 

W: Sophia 
Cowan 
RU: Max Green 

W 
RU 

Simon 
Bamigbade 
Ethan Jarvis 
 

Luella Worrall 
Libby Smith 

YEAR 
10 

W: Kai Jones 
RU: Ruby Cronin, 
Molly Bacon 

W: Heather 
Shepherd 
RU: Harry 
McMenamin 

W: Luke 
Manders 
RU: Claire 
Wilden 

W: Asa Clark 
RU: Carys 
McCulloch 

W 
RU 

Jacob Taylor 
Ryan Roberts 

Tia Steadman 
Jessica Kefford 

YEAR 
11 

W: Adam Aithsine 
RU: Gracie 
Wilkinson,  
Clareace 
Wagstaff,  
Alex Woods 

W: Ben Roberts 
RU: Amy 
Fadunmoye 

W: Kenzie 
Defoe-Linger 
RU: Layna-Leigh 
Allen 

W: Paige 
Goodson 
RU: Yue Yang 
Liu 

W 
RU 

Luke Alligan 
Dylan Coupe 

Florence Allen 
Stephanie 
Mainoo 

Keith Scotchford Award W – Mikey 
Graham 

RU – Evaelle Le Coguic, Jake Barral, Sienna Beaumont, Sam Jones, Joseph March, 
Gemma Whinnett   

 

  



THINGS TO DO THIS SUMMER 
Here are some suggestions: Tidy your room, watch the stars, go somewhere new, play outdoors, go swimming, build 
things, read, visit the library to take part in their Summer Reading Challenge, read somewhere exciting/extraordinary 
place (take a picture and send it to Miss Khatun), write a story, write some poetry, send a postcard, write a long 
letter to someone (by hand), make a scrapbook, relax, invent a new game, go for a jog, discover 10 (20, 30) new facts 
that you didn’t know before, use a new word from the dictionary every day, go camping, visit somewhere culturally 
significant, cook for your family (ask for guidance/help), play some board games, do the washing up occasionally, 
plant a small garden with some herbs or flowers, make some music, listen to lots of music, watch some classic 
movies. 

Staffing 
As expected, this time of year is a time when staff changes take place across the school. Much loved teachers and 
respected colleagues move on and new faces appear, bringing their own multiplicity of talents and enthusiasms to 
our school.  With that in mind, we say farewell to our valued colleagues Mrs van Vuuren, Mrs Pilkington, Miss 
Doggett, Mrs Lewis, Miss Lewis, Mr Underwood, Mrs London and Dr Kowalski.  We wish them all the very best in 
their new endeavours. 

We welcome the following teachers in September: 

 Mr P Golding, Leader of Music  

 Miss  G Marsay, KS2 teacher 

 Miss M Francis, KS2 teacher 

 Mr B Charters, Science teacher 

 Miss L Spendelow, PE teacher 
 
Last Day of Term 

Please note that on the last day of term, Friday 19th July, our students will be leaving school at 15:00 and the After 

School Club will be operating as normal. 

GCSE results day: Thursday 22nd August 2019 

GCSE results will be available to collect from the school hall on Thursday 22nd August, between 9:30-11:00am.   If 

you are not able to collect them in person you can nominate someone else to do so on your behalf, but they must 

have your written permission.  Any results not collected on the day will be posted to your home address. 

Uniform for September 

The uniform requirement for September 2019 is available on our school website.  In summary, Year 5/6 students 

should wear pale blue shirt, tie, v-neck jumper with logo and black trousers or pleated knee-length skirt and Years 7, 

8, 9, 10 and 11 will wear white shirt, tie, v-neck jumper with logo, blazer with logo and black trousers or pleated 

knee-length skirt as appropriate.   

Please note the following: 

 Trousers must be black.  Skin-tight/leggings, jeans-style/ visible zips/decorative buttons front or back are not 
acceptable 

 Pleated black knee-length skirt  

 Jewellery is not permitted, other than one pair of stud earrings (one earring in each ear).  The wearing of 
jewellery of religious/cultural importance can be requested by parents through contacting relevant Year 
Leader 

 No face or body piercing are allowed 

 Hair colour is restricted to ‘natural’ colours and styles should not be too extreme. 

Additional information relating to trousers/skirts, hair and make-up is also available on the website.  We would be 
grateful if you would ensure that all uniform is labelled.  The uniform guidelines do allow students in Years 9-11 to 
wear natural looking, discreet make up. However, please can we highlight that natural makeup does not include 
eyeshadow, eyeliner, blusher or lipstick.  
 



If your child will require a new blazer in September would you please ensure this is pre-ordered with Best Look in 
plenty of time to ensure they have adequate stock available. 
 

Holidays in Term Time 

Please note, any requests for ‘holidays in term time’ will not be granted unless there are exceptional circumstances 

(usually as the result of an extreme family trauma).  We would also like to ask that any holiday/medical 

appointments are not taken during the exam periods if at all possible.   

The Year 6 SATs will take place week commencing 11th May 2020 and the Year 11 GCSE exams will begin on 11th 

May and will run until approximately 24th June.  

 

 

Important Dates: 

Friday 19th July Last Day of Term, all students leave at 3:00pm 
Thursday 22nd August GCSE results day for Year 11 students – 9.30-11.00am 
 
2019/20 School Year Dates 
AUTUMN TERM Wednesday 4th September 2019 – Friday 20th December 2019 
 (Training Days: 2nd/3rd September and 28th October 2019) 
 Half Term: 21st – 25th October 2019 
 
SPRING TERM Tuesday 7th January – Friday 3rd April 2020 
 (Training Day: 3rd and 6th January 2020) 
 Half Term: 17th – 21st February 2020 
 
SUMMER TERM Tuesday 21st April – Friday 17th July 2020 
 (Training Days: 20th April 2020) 
 Bank Holiday: Friday 8th and Monday 25th May / Half Term: 25th – 29th May 2020 
 

 


