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Dear Parents, Carers & Students

As I write this last newsletter of 2020, I am reminded of all the challenges, triumphs and the joy that we have
had throughout this year. It certainly, has been a year that we will all remember for a long time to
come, but it has also been a year when we have seen great acts of courage and kindness!

As we move forward, I hope that we will all look to the future with optimism and hope. 

In my Christmas assembly, I spoke to the students about the message of hope and quoted the verse of

great hope in the Gospel of John which is often read at Christmas carol services: 'The light shines in the

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it’. Indeed, we have much to thank for and hope for even

through these turbulent times. Of course, with the worldwide corona virus vaccination program under way,

we all hope that normal life will resume in the near future. This is indeed a timely reminder of what positive

things can be achieved in calamitous times when people come together in the spirit of cooperation.

Without doubt, these past few weeks have gone by very quickly and the students have been wonderful.

The Christmas door competition has been a joy with so many wonderful decorations on every door in the

school. I think, what I really want to say is that we are all so very proud of our young people here at Priory! 

Furthermore, I would like to pay tribute to our diligent staff, governors 

and Trustees and of course, our parents who continue to be a tower of

strength.  

Finally, after the latest Government advice released last night, we look 

forward to welcoming our Year 5, 6 and 11 as well as our vulnerable 

students and the children of critical workers back to school on Tuesday

5th January 2021. For the rest of our children, we look forward to

seeing you back in school week beginning 11th January. We will be 

providing more information about remote learning provision at the 

earliest opportunity.

I wish you all a very safe Christmas and a very happy new year.

God bless,

Mrs M Smith

Head Teacher

Priory Academy
Learning Today for a Better Tomorrow
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GEOGRAPHY:
For their unstinting dedication to Geography at Priory Academy:
Neil Fowler 11R, Ollie Putman 11L, Miles Ellis 11R, Joseph March 11A, Katie Merel 11L, Sophiya Kiani 11A, Toni-Marie
Griffiths 11L, Rebecca Harwin 11R and Alannah O'Sullivan 11L. 
Charlie Alligan 10A, Zara Kinson 10A, Iona Armiger 10T, Maisie Williams 10A, Daisy Dumpleton 10R, Carys Jone 10L and
Will Perry 10A 

Jason Zheng 5R -

always works to his

best ability and is

always willing to help

others.
Olivia Tobie-Young,

Violet Gooding, Millie

Muggridge 8T, for

providing their time and

donating Christmas

decorations to make the

classroom look festive!

Daria Bilan 5A - A lovely

piece of classwork

completed at home, using a

bible to make sure she got

the story right!

Emily Griffiths 5R - always

working to her very best

ability in all subjects, a kind

and friendly member of the

class. 

Lily Earles 7A - for her

fantastic art work on

the class door with

illustrations of Turkey

Take and Brussell

Sprout Biddles!

Headteacher's Commendations
Many congratulations to the following students:

Christopher Lim 

 6T - for reading an

incredible 2 million

words since

September!

Imogen Tatton 5A -

for always trying her

best and being

wonderfully helpful.

Charlie Gibbs 8A -

for effort  and

following the school

rules.

Sophia Costello 9T, Louisa Kellegher 9A, Susannah Lenthall 9T, Sebastian Fowler 9A, Jacob Waddoups 9A, Anna
Karwasz 9L, Evie Magor 9A, Oak Slaney 9A and Roan Ward for effort
Victoria Mallawa Tanthirige 9R, Nikki Mohomed 9R, Ama Ranasinghe 9T, Eleanor Rawlings 9r and Jasmin
Taverner for outstanding and improved work
Sam Taylor 10L, Zoe Clark 10L, Bebe Hales 10A, Reece Devlin 10L, "Young" Ben Tibbitt 10L, Alanna Chiesa 10R and
Rhianna Martin 10A for effort
Katie Merel 11L, Evie Nicholls 11R, Amy Cartwright 11L, Maylea Hollick 11R, Lola Peppiatt 11R and Kaylee Chamberlain
11L for outstanding and improved work
Holly Nguyen 11R, Adam Freeman 11A, Shehan Mohamed 11A and Finley "Finkey" Hughes 11A for effort

ENGLISH

Omika Lawrencin 8L for completing the online homework in record time
Susannah Lenthall 9T for making her pieces of writing amazingly interesting after only half a term into the GCSE course
Jonah Sweetman 10T for being 100% focused overall
Ajai Bassi 11R for always making it look like learning a foreign language is painfree

FRENCH:

Paulina Malec 7L for consistently superb homework and
effort in class
Mia Powell 7A for consistently superb effort in class
Ruby Everett 8A for exemplary presentation and
excellent effort
Freya Pueschel 8L for superb effort and commitment 

HISTORY:
Lola Brennan 8L for maintaining an excellent standard of
work 
Jake Barral 8R for superb attainment in recent redzone
Rhianna Dryden 9T for maintaining high standards
Holly Shimpe 10L for exemplary presentation, maintaining
hight quality of work and supporting the learning of others
Katie Smith 11L for superb effort and attainment
Evie Nicholls 11R for superb effort and attainment 

Rocco Sansone 

 5A - for an

amazing Advent

Wreath

Ruby Everett.  Imogen

Convey, Sophia

Kalabza & Jayden

Barry for their

"ambassadorial"

promotion of Priory's

values



We all know our students at Priory

Academy have so much heart but

students across KS2, 3 and 4 have

taken it to the next level this week

by participating in the nationally run

‘Poetry By Heart’ competition!

Students, either individually or as

part of a group, were tasked to

memorise a poem and then

perform it. Students were awarded

based on voice, accuracy, tone,

engagement and understanding of

their chosen poem.

We undertook the first stage this

week and saw wonderful examples

of Blake, Claire and Antrobus being

performed by the students from

Years 5-11.

Huge Congratulations to
both Year 9 Food and
Nutrition groups for

their practical work this
term.

Here are some photos of
their Food Presentation

Challenge.
Mrs Cox

Poetry by Heart

If you didn’t participate this week, don’t worry! Miss Khatun and Mr Mead will allow students another opportunity in

January to take part in the first round. The winning student/group of each key stage will then compete against the other

key stage winners. 

From this, one student/group will be selected to represent the school nationally. 

More news to follow!

This autumn, the Beds and Luton School Games ran a competition where secondary students were invited to take part

in a cultural triathlon and write about the “impact of Covid-19 on Society” in a creative and artistic way. Congratulations

to Louisa K, Eleanor R, Victoria M and Nikki M whose work were submitted to the wider competition. We wish you luck

girls!

Beds and Luton School Games



This term, form groups from Years 5-11 have been busying themselves with the ‘Decorate your Door’ Christmas

competition. The school has been transformed into a winter wonderland, casting away the dark of December in

favour of festive spirit and cheer.

 

It would be hard to miss a reindeer here, a Santa there, not to mention the myriad of colours and Christmas lights 

found everywhere. It really is a pleasure 

to walk through the school and to see 

so many creative, resourceful and 

innovative ideas. 

We asked the Year Leader of each 

year group to judge their favourite door 

based on the theme of ‘community 

within the form group’.  

It was a hard and difficult competition 

to judge with so many great and 

personal entries. However, the winners 

are in… A big congratulations to the 

winning forms!

We’d also like to give a special thank 

you to the SEN department and the 

Senior Leaders who participated.

 

Below is a picture of Mrs Morris’ door 

capturing the true essence of a

Dickensian Christmas!

Christmas Door Competition

Year 7 Winners: 

7T Miss Brooks

Year 5 Winners: 

5T Miss Lisboa

Year 6 Winners: 

6R Miss Ford

Year 8 Winners: 

8R Miss Fernandez

Year 10 Winners: 

10A Mr Mead

Year 11 Winners: 

11L Miss Bradford

Year 9 Winners: 

9A Miss Khatun



Thank you again to all the teachers who have been involved in the Christmas reading of “The Fir Tree”- a story

about a little fir tree that wishes to grow before its time. Students have enjoyed daily videos of different

members of staff reading the chronological account of the story.

A special thank you to our helpful Priory elves: Merry Mead, December Davies, Jingle Bell Brooks, Festive

French, Lederhosen Lysaght, Figgy Pudding Francis, Christmas Cronin, Blitzen Barry, Merry Christmas

Mitchelmore, Brussels Sprout Biddles, Turkey Tate, Christmas Carol Croft, Maths ‘Sleighing’ Simon, Chimney

Charters, Mistletoe Morris, Cranberry Sauce Collins and our very own Santa Smith!

It’s been a great opportunity for students to have a Christmas story read to them before the big day.

But why stop there? There’s an array of classic and festive stories available online: Rudolph the Red-nosed

Reindeer, The Gift of the Magi, The Greatest Gift, The Elves and the Shoemaker, How the Grinch Stole

Christmas! Polar Express, and The Night Before Christmas to name but a few- it’s a great way to keep your

child reading during the holiday!

We wish you a Merry Christmas, 

We wish you a Merry Christmas, 

We wish you a Merry Christmas, 

And a happy New Year. 

 

This year has been a strange one -

A tough one. 

A year of resilience, adaptation and

change. 

So here's to celebrating old traditions

In new and creative ways!

We wish you a Merry Christmas,

Love the Priory family.

14 School Days Left until Christmas

Tutors have been working relentlessly, not only for the ‘Decorate your Door’
competition, but also preparing their forms for the whole school reading
assembly. The seven year groups were tasked to read snippets from different
Christmas stories which was amalgamated to create one extended story. 

We saw drama skills, rapping, choir singing, the celebration of different
languages, some reindeer spotting, dancing and even some milk drinking (we
were in character!) We felt that each form definitely brought their own style to the
project!

We would like to thank form tutors first and foremost for orchestrating their forms.
We would also like to give a special thank you to Miss Scott who helped film the
different forms and compiled, edited and finalised the whole video. We really
appreciate your hard work!

A School Assembly Reading 

What doyou call an  elf who hasjust won thelottery?

A:WELFY!



The Christmas Tree of Kindness

By Chanel Ferguson

The wise still seek him, 
A sweet baby boy. 

A greater gift at Christmas
Than any book or toy.

Please put your faith in this lovely little gift
Do not let go of kindness, nor let it drift.

Have a little mercy, 
Do something good. 

I shall be patient just as I should.

As the shiny snow falls 
I love I know calls, 

Let us be forgiving to I as to all
as gay boughs of holly deck the halls. 

The Christmas lights twinkle, 
as happy as can be, 

but some boys and girls will sit at the tree
with nothing  at all but the wish to be me.

So please this Christmas, 
As the babes eyes glisten,
be like the three wise men, 

and may you choose to listen. 

This is the advice, 
the angels whispered to me. 
It's the gift I'm giving to you, 

so take it it's free.

Christmas 
By Sophia Cook

It's Christmas time so let's
spread some cheer!

It's Christmas time do not fear.
Christmas time is here, 

So keep your loved ones near.
Christmas is a time when love

is plenty, 
But what does Christmas

mean to you?

Coming home to a magical Christmas, 

Hearing laughter's of joy all around, 

Riding upon a red sleigh way above the clouds, 

I now see the delight of Christmas, 

Stockings hanging over the fireplace, 

The mistletoe dangling above the door, 

Mere sadness or despair, 

Altogether, never apart, 

So, rejoice the spirit of Christmas.

By Luke Smith

Everyone forgets the real reason for
christmas. Some people say its about
the presents and Santa others say its
about family togetherness, but I say its

about the birth of baby Jesus 
and I know while other people are going 

to the shops to stock pile 
I will be praying to keep the nation safe.

By Hannah Taylor

My Christmas Haiku 

by Soham Mantri 

 

Christmas is the joy

Have the bird of dove

Right, the dove is love

I love this great day

So, the family

To enjoy Christmas

Merry, merry, merry Christmas

And a great new year

So, get some good cheer

Crisp Snow laying on the roof top

Happy faces smiling all around

Rudolph red nose sparkling bright 

Icicles hanging from the gutters

Snow is falling 

Toys in Santa's sack 

Merry Christmas to one and all

All the people having fun

Stars are sparkling in the sky

By Emily Murphy

Christmas is a holiday to remember

Happy days in December

Ringing the bells

Inside the house the roaming smells 

Stars on the tree are shining

Top of the tree is stunning 

Middle of the day is the best

All the family 

Still the best time of the year

By Isabel James
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2021 will see the revival of the Priory PSA (Parent School Association).

In order to make this successful we need willing volunteers to bring

their creative flair, their fund raising ideas and /or their time. 

This is a rewarding opportunity to become actively involved in raising

funds for the school which will benefit our students greatly.

If you would like to offer any help then please send your details to

PrioryPSA@prioryacademy.co.uk and we will make contact in the

New Year.

We hope you all have a wonderful, peaceful Christmas.

Mrs Oldham and Mrs Dolan



Restrict who can view their child’s profile and comment on their posts 

View what videos their child has liked  

Control what their child searches for including hashtags, videos, user profiles and sounds

Set a time limit on their child’s screen time 

Limit content that isn’t suitable for their child 

Manage their child’s privacy and safety settings 

Choose whether their child’s account is private or public  

 The following new features mean that parents can now:  

Existing TikTok features already allow parents to:  



We are looking for an exceptional Finance Manager/Business Partner who has the necessary skills and personal qualities

to contribute to the strategic vision and leadership of the finance function within this forward looking, successful and

growing Trust. The Finance Manager will take delegated responsibility for the financial management of academies/areas

within the Trust. The person appointed will be supported by the CFO and work with a dedicated central finance team.

Candidates will need an accountant accreditation or proven finance experience. The finance provision within the Trust is

based in our central offices on the Samuel Ryder Academy site in St Albans. Travel to schools within the Trust will be

required. 

We are a supportive employer with excellent training and personal development opportunities.

Closing date:   Monday 11 January 2021, 12 noon

Interview date: Week Commencing 18 January 2021

37 hours per week
Term-time only + INSET + 2 weeks
Pro rata salary £33,207

FINANCE MANAGER

Based at Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts AL1 5AR | https://www.scholarseducationtrust .co.uk

If you are interested in joining us at this exciting time, further details and application packs

are available from HR@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk or on 01727 734424.

We reserve the right to make an appointment before the closing date, so early applications are encouraged.

Scholars’ Education Trust is an equal opportunities employer. The Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Applicants must be

willing to undergo child protection screening, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring

Service.

Vacancies

Sir John Lawes is an innovative and highly successful school (rated Ofsted Outstanding).  

We are seeking an enthusiastic SENDCO to lead our dedicated SEND Team. The successful candidate will be an

ambitious and creative teacher with proven leadership skills.

We offer an environment with a supportive induction and professional development programme, recognising that our

teachers are the reason for our continuing success. Our status as a Teaching School and lead school within the Alban

Teaching School Alliance means we are able to offer staff the highest quality support.

Applications should be made in writing to HR and must include a completed application form and letter addressed to the

Headteacher setting out your suitability for the post.

Closing date:   Monday 18 January 2021, 12.00pm

Interview date: TBA

TLR1b
Full-time

SENDCO

Sir John Lawes School, Manland Way, Harpenden, Herts AL5 4QP | https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk

http://www.scholarseducationtrust.co.uk/391/current-vacancies/career/1084/finance-manager-1
http://www.scholarseducationtrust.co.uk/
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/391/current-vacancies/career/1126/sendco
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/


Organisation

Samaritans

Anna Freud Centre

Childline

Parentline

CRUSE Bereavement Care

Child Bereavement UK

HOPEline uk

Young Minds

NSPCC

Tactic

Anti-bullying helpline

BEAT

Aquarius

Grief Encounter

Kooth

Child Bereavement Network

Chat Health

Youthscape

Winston’s Wish Charity

Domestic Abuse Helpline

Support for

All areas of support

Resources to support young people’s mental health.

Also some useful resources about the Coronavirus.

All areas

Health Visitor text support service

Bereavement counselling for adults and children, but

also produces helpful resources and leaflets about

coronavirus.

Supporting children through difficult times: lots of

resources

Prevention of Young Suicide resources

The Bedtime Stories resources highlight the impact of

online bullying

All areas – Parent helpline available

Advice and Support

Teenage advice and information centre

Bullying

Eating Disorders

Drugs information, advice and counselling

Confidential helpline for bereavement support

Free online counselling and advice

Lots of helpful information including resources to

support children

Confidential text messaging (11-19years)

Signposts to resources which support young people’s

mental health

Lots of resources including videos to support young

children around anxieties and grief caused by the

Coronavirus

24 hour support and advice line

Contact Details

116 123 (24 hours)

jo@samaritans.org

www.annafreud.org

https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/anna-

freud-learning-network/coronavirus/

online counsellors 0800 1111

www.childline.org.uk

Text: 07507 331456

www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk

www.hopeagain.org.uk

0808 808 1677

www.childbereavement.org.uk

0800 068 4141

Text – 07786209697

www.papyrus-uk.org

www.youngminds.org.uk

https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-

your-child-about-coronavirus

0808 8005000

www.nspcc.org.uk

01525 373838

tactic@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

www.tactic-centre.co.uk

0845 225 5787 or 07734701221

www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk

0345 634 1414

www.beateatingdisorders.org.uk

01234 344911 www.talktofrank.com

0808 802 0111 www.griefencounter.org.uk

www.Kooth.com

www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk

www.winstonswish.org

TEXT - 07507331450

www.youthscape.co.uk

Helpline: 08088 020 021

0808 2000 247

Support and Services

http://www.annafreud.org/
https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/anna-freud-learning-network/coronavirus/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.hopeagain.org.uk/
http://www.childbereavement.org.uk/
http://www.papyrus-uk.org/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-coronavirus
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.tactic-centre.co.uk/
http://www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk/
http://www.beateatingdisorders.org.uk/
http://www.talktofrank.com/
http://www.griefencounter.org.uk/
http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.youthscape.co.uk/

