
Dear Parents/Carers & Students, 

I hope this newsletter finds you well. After a very welcomed half-term break, we started the second part of our summer
term in high spirits and sunny skies. It is always fascinating how the changes in the weather impacts on our daily lives.
Of course, unsurprisingly, good weather for us, means the use of the school field, playing football, and other fun
activities during break and lunch times!

Speaking of football, you may have heard of the miraculous recovery of the Danish international footballer Christian
Eriksen who suffered a cardiac event during a match last Saturday. Thankfully, his life was saved by the quick thinking
and actions of his team mates and medics using a defibrillator. Without doubt, it is at times like these that the modern
medical instruments truly demonstrate their life-saving effectiveness. All said, I thought, you may be interested to know
that a while ago, we did invest in a school defibrillator which is kept on charge at all times just in case!

On a different note, I wanted to make you aware that Ofsted have published their findings from a recent review into
sexual abuse in schools and colleges. This review was commissioned in response to the concerns being raised through
the large number of anonymous postings on the Everyone’s Invited website regarding experiences involving
harassment and abuse of young people.

The research and analysis report can be found here, and will stimulate further discussion, review and action planning in
the Scholars’ Education Trust to ensure that we make our schools as safe as possible for all young people.

Education around healthy relationships has long been established in our school but recently the Department for
Education devised a new Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) curriculum that schools are required to deliver. This
covers key issues in relation to sexual abuse and harassment, particularly the area of consent, at age-appropriate
levels for children in different key stages.

I would like to assure you that this is a matter that is taken most seriously at our school and within our trust, and that we
will continue to work with our young people to promote a healthy and respectful environment for everyone. 

Finally, to keep our children safe from the heat and the sun (once the rain ceases!), could we please ensure that
students   come to school prepared, having water 
bottles, sun screen and hats.

Have a great weekend.

Take care and God bless.

Mrs M Smith
Headteacher

Priory Academy, Britain Street, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU5 4JA
Tel: 01582 661158 | Fax: 01582 472359 
Email: adminoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs M Smith B.Sc (Hons) M.Sc NPHQ
Twitter: @Priory_Academy | Facebook: @PrioryAcademyDunstable

Important Dates
Diversity Week

Rainbow Friday (non-uniform)

Year 7 Parents Evening (virtual) 

Staff Training Day

Parent Safety Session (virtual)

Last Day of Term

Results Day (9.30-11.00)

21-25 June 2021

25 June 2021

24 June 2021

28 June 2021

14 July 2021

22 July 2021

12 August 2021

If you are unable to collect your results please advise 
Mrs Spokes - sspokes@prioryacademy.co.uk 
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Latin Notes

For the remaining lessons this term we will be concentrating on Verse literature.The prescription this year

is from Virgil's Aeneid Book 6. The epic poem consists of 12 books (9,896 hexameters - fortunately we

only have to know 110 of them!), so Book 6 is in the middle and it marks a turning point in many ways. In

my opinion the most challenging and rewarding aspect of GCSE Latin is literary appreciation. About 30%

of the marks in the Literature exams are earned for answering 'how?'

 questions: e.g. 'How does Virgil make this scene vivid and dramatic'. 

Clearly you have to be thoroughly familiar with the text!

At the same time, we are continuing to improve our mastery of the 

building blocks: grammar and vocabulary. 

The Latin word for 'island' is 'insula', obviously the origin of English words 

such as 'insular' and 'insulate'. The word also means 'block of flats'. In 

overcrowded Rome (at its peak there were over a million inhabitants) 

buildings of more than one story were common. I suppose these 

tenements were like islands in the traffic. My favourite English derivative 

from 'insula' is the word 'peninsula'; this is particularly useful in helping 

students to remember that 'paene' means 'almost'. What is a peninsular 

if not an 'almost island'?

Mr Anderson

 Holding a Local Council meeting (answering questions in the target language about the festival they

were hosting)

 Creating a ground plan for their festival

 Asking 3 questions in the target language to a foreign "celebrity" of their choice and recording the

answers

 Creating an attractive festival programme for their visitors (in the target language)

 Presenting their festival to the 3 other teams in English 

Modern Foreign Languages

On Friday 11th June 2021, the MFL department invited 24 students of year 8 & 9 to a virtual event called

"Glastonbury goes global" presented by Business Language Champions. Pop culture is everywhere we

look these days... However, behind the glitz and the glamour, there is an international industry covering

event management, marketing, technical stage management and travel. In every aspect of these,

competence in other languages can help forge an exciting career. 

Students had to carry out the following tasks:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Well done to our year 9 Spanish team who won the competition: Eloise, Eri, Jasmine, Sebastian, Daniel &

Tom �

Hopefully, our students managed to see how languages can help them in a future career in an international

industry.

C Le Coguic



Key Stage 2 - Science 
KS2 students took great delight in being able to end their topic of light in
science with a fantastic chance to see the partial eclipse live to understand
how the moon is not a light source by seeing the moon partially block the
sun. Here is a recount from two of the children involved.

We went out to look at the eclipse but you can't look directly at the sun
because it will damage your eyes. 
First, we put a hole in a piece of paper and then put it in front of the sun
with another piece of paper on the floor. We started to see a circle with a
part missing and when you lifted it further away, it got bigger. This showed
that the sun was being blocked by the moon. 
Phoenix and Finley 5T

Diversity Week 21st-25th June 2021

In line with many other schools around the country, we will be celebrating diversity with various activities &
daily competitions throughout the week. 

On Friday 25 June 2021 students are invited to wear a bright colour – (or several colours!) for our Rainbow
Friday non-uniform day.

Reminder: Appropriate dress is expected. Whilst we encourage students to express themselves as

individuals, it must be done so in an appropriate way. It is particularly important that any student dress on

non-uniform days recognises that the school is still a working environment, and further that student dress

does not give the wrong impression or cause embarrassment to staff, students and other members of the

school community.
 

The following should not be worn:
•          Clothing which is revealing; for example,  exposing bare midriffs, chests or décolletages

•          Leggings, unless worn with a skirt, dress or  top of at least mid-thigh length
•          See through clothing

•          Clothing with offensive logos/slogans

•          Culturally offensive outfits

Year 9 Food

Congratulations to:
Sienna Beaumont
Erin O'Sullivan &
Eleanor 
Cheeseman for
their filo pastry
starters!



8R- Miss Fernandez
Bye, bye dear red tie,
Hi, hi playing on the field
with my canteen ice-cream.
 
5A- Mr Denham
Priory in Bloom 
Priory is in bloom,
No time for gloom.
Priory is blooming,
The blossom is falling,
The school looks lovely in the sun,
And everyone is having fun.
Flowers are gaining their colour and looking pretty in
Priory Gardens,
Priory Churches’ stained-glass windows shine brightly
in the midday sun.
White, fluffy clouds floating by as we learn,
The nature of good-hearted people is coming to life.
Flowers blooming,
Children laughing.

7T- Miss Brooks
Priory in Bloom
Priory flowers begin to bloom,
Red, yellow, green and blue.
In the middle of the day,
Orange yellow sun comes to play.
Running around on the grass,
You know the day will soon pass. 

6R - Mrs Ford
Priory in the blossom
The sun is shining 
and the children are giggling. 
Ladybirds are flying 
while the grass is glistening. 
Flowers are blooming
in the summer heat, 
frogs are leaping 
near people's feet. 
The trees are blowing
in the wind, 
children are smiling and growing at
Priory Academy

6A - Mrs Cox
The sun gleaming out,
The flowers rising, 
Pollen levels rising. 
Hay fever all around, 
Achoo
Tissues over 30 students. 
Sweat dripping, 
June 2021 - Euros month.
England is going all the way!
The sun gleaming out, 
The flowers rising

9R - Mr Lysaght
The sunshine comes and knocks as the wind waves
past, 
With flowers flowing and following again the cool
breeze
Where Priory in bloom last. 
From the birds tweeting to the squirrel squeaking in
the trees, 
An the withered flowers blooming again
Another adventurous year at Priory is spent. 
Only the summer rain feels like golden rain
Along with the buzzing bees following the flower scent.

Longer days and shorter nights, 
Happiness spreads quickly as fast on light, 
Revealing the secret garden blooming in Priory.
Just as the bees move from our sight
And the sun is not bright
Priory is just like another diary.

Priory In Bloom
Competition winner... 

Move over May rain because.... the summer term is finally here! With the recent beautiful spell in weather, we
decided to challenge all form groups to write a poem based on the theme of 'Priory in Bloom'. 

We received dozens of creative and quirky entries which made it difficult to pick a sole winner! However, we
congratulate 9A on their poem "Priory in Doom" and send our sympathies to Mr Mitchelmore- we certainly felt
your pain! But don't worry- there's a prize coming your way!

We thank all the tutors and students for their wonderful entries! 



9A - Miss Khatun
It's the summer term at school, 
Priory is "In Bloom",
The teachers and their dress sense,
move over, lets make some room. 

Mitchelmore has 
his triple tartan look, 
The shirt, the jacket, the mask
-I'm shook

Cronin has his cool dude flare, 
The PE kit, 
with the sunglasses, 
come on, 
It was something that needed to be shared

Khatun is seen in her heels, 
so high,
with her Rick Astley coat, 
and her plastic plants,
which won't die. 
(RIP the fern)

Then we have Cronin Sr., 
his classroom, it's pretty cool, 
apart from, well 
The West Ham poster, 
hanging on the wall. 

And now, we're round to summer, 
Madame's classroom - not the place to be, 
her windows hardly open, 
hyperventilating? Not for me. 

We're coming up to sports day, 
this year is drawing to a close, 
I'm pretty sure Aequitas will win, 
Maybe I'm biased?
Who knows. 

10T - Mrs David & Mrs Dwivedi
Priory, PRiory, Priory, 
Green, viridian Priory, 
Behind the trees, we have houses, 
and within the trees, we have houses, 
and within the trees, we also have woodlouse. 
The teachers at Priory are exciting, 
as they make us do lots of writing. 

Together we all cherish
as Priory staff help us to flourish and nourish. 

Priory in bloom 
In a colourful room. 

9L - Mr Mitchelmore
Priory in Bloom Doom
This is the tale of the 9L "Form Fern", fred. 
Listen in and you'll learn Who murdered him
 how he... "came to be"... dead.

But before the half term it was Priory in Bloom.

But bad things have happened and the bloom is now
doom...

Roses are red, the Fern is dead. 
He may rest in peace, our faithful Fred. 
His 'hay' day is over, he's now gone to bed. 
Or maybe to Asda to be salad instead...

On the Salad aisle, 
Stacked pile on pile, 
Sir's trying to save him but we think he's in denial. 
A little spray won't save those roots, they need the
River Nile!

Mr. M stayed be his bedside, reading him the bible. 
But we're still watching for green shoots, 
some small sign of revival. 

The signs were there, we should have
known Fred wasn't long for this world. 
Toppled from the window sill, oh how he
tumbled and twirled, 

Lottie was dozing. Sir came through the door. 
Fred went smash. Mr M. went "ROAR!"
But old Fred still stood strong. well... until
his final moments... 
When Anna Karwasz killed him using 
chemical components!

Against the wishes of our careful planner, 
He was mercilessly murdered by the one called Anna. 
RIP Fred the Fern; the greatest fern we could ever
have wished for. 

Priory In Bloom



Adrian Dwojacki 11L

Adrian Dwojacki 11LLucy Kalabza 11R



Lucy Kalabza 11R

Katie Casson 11A

Katie Casson 11A



These monthly sessions offer opportunity to share information and support, to ask questions
and have discussions around the topics that matter to you as parents.

 
Tuesday 29 June session will focus on:

 

Support for children/young people who are struggling to, or not
currently, accessing Education, Employment or Training.

 
With guest speaker from the Youth Support Service. 

 
Information for parents about support available for young people, including:

- Alternative provisions for education/training, 
- Alleviate fears around a lack of GCSE grades

- Undiagnosed ADHD or other additional needs and how support can be accessed
- Story of improvement on how the Youth Support Service can help.

 
Please book via the link:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/158094511941
Please clock on the Eventbrite link to register your interest and a few days before the session

a Microsoft Teams link will be sent to you by email. You will need to download Microsoft
Teams for free to join the session.

 
For further information please email: katie.jeeves@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Tuesday 29th June

Tuesday 27th July

Tuesday 31st August

Tuesday 28th September

1.30pm - 2.30pm

TO BE HELD the last

Tuesday of every

Month

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/158094511941
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/158094511941


If you are interested in joining us at this exciting time, further details and application packs are available from
HR@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk or on 01727 734424.
We reserve the right to make an appointment before the closing date, so early applications are encouraged.

Scholars’ Education Trust is an equal opportunities employer. The Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Applicants must be
willing to undergo child protection screening, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service.

Vacancies
click below for further information:

Learning Support Department
Term time contract - 36hrs & 15 minutes per week
Working pattern - Monday - Friday 8.15-16.00
Salary £16,200 / Salary scale H3

Administration Assistant (Inclusion)
Samuel Ryder Academy, Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts AL1 5AR

Closing Date: 28 June 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

Clerk to the Harpenden Academy Local Governing Board
£2272 per annum (including fringe allowance and holiday pay
Hours are in the evening, term time as dictated by the 

Clerk to Governors
Harpenden Academy, Vaughan Road, Harpenden, Herts, AL5 4EL

necessities of the role. 
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A Closing Date 28 June 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021 

Grade H2 - £8,700 per annum
20 hours term time plus 4 INSET day

Reprographics Assistant 
Samuel Ryder Academy, Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts AL1 5AR

Closing Date: 29 June 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

37 hours per week (10 hours per week PA responsibilities)
Term time plus 4 INSET day
Salary £17,200 

PA / Administration Assistant 
Samuel Ryder Academy, Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts AL1 5AR

Closing Date: 28 June 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

Full and part time opportunities available
Term time only
Actual full time / term time only salary £16,500
Working patterns are flexible as long as they fit around the 

Science Technician
Samuel Ryder Academy, Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts AL1 5AR

students time table

Closing Date: 28 June 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

Grade: H2
32.5 hours per week
Fixed term contract - term time plus 5 days
Actual Salary: £14,351 - £14,912 per annum inc. fringe. 

Teaching Assistant
Sir John Lawes School Manland Way, Harpenden, Herts AL5 4QP

Closing Date: 29 June 2021. MIdday
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021
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Organisation

Samaritans

Anna Freud Centre

Childline

Parentline

CRUSE Bereavement Care

Child Bereavement UK

HOPEline uk

Young Minds

NSPCC

Tactic

Anti-bullying helpline

BEAT

Aquarius

Grief Encounter

Kooth

Child Bereavement Network

Chat Health

Youthscape

Winston’s Wish Charity

Domestic Abuse Helpline

Support for

All areas of support

Resources to support young people’s mental health.

Also some useful resources about the Coronavirus.

All areas

Health Visitor text support service

Bereavement counselling for adults and children, but

also produces helpful resources and leaflets about

coronavirus.

Supporting children through difficult times: lots of

resources

Prevention of Young Suicide resources

The Bedtime Stories resources highlight the impact of

online bullying

All areas – Parent helpline available

Advice and Support

Teenage advice and information centre

Bullying

Eating Disorders

Drugs information, advice and counselling

Confidential helpline for bereavement support

Free online counselling and advice

Lots of helpful information including resources to

support children

Confidential text messaging (11-19years)

Signposts to resources which support young people’s

mental health

Lots of resources including videos to support young

children around anxieties and grief caused by the

Coronavirus

24 hour support and advice line

Contact Details

116 123 (24 hours)

jo@samaritans.org

www.annafreud.org

https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/anna-

freud-learning-network/coronavirus/

online counsellors 0800 1111

www.childline.org.uk

Text: 07507 331456

www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk

www.hopeagain.org.uk

0808 808 1677

www.childbereavement.org.uk

0800 068 4141

Text – 07786209697

www.papyrus-uk.org

www.youngminds.org.uk

https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-

your-child-about-coronavirus

0808 8005000

www.nspcc.org.uk

01525 373838

tactic@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

www.tactic-centre.co.uk

0845 225 5787 or 07734701221

www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk

0345 634 1414

www.beateatingdisorders.org.uk

01234 344911 www.talktofrank.com

0808 802 0111 www.griefencounter.org.uk

www.Kooth.com

www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk

www.winstonswish.org

TEXT - 07507331450

www.youthscape.co.uk

Helpline: 08088 020 021
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At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel 
it is needed. This guide focuses on one game of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 09.06.2021

FIFA 21
What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

Recurring Costs 
FIFA’s trump card is that it includes 
real current players; a feature no other
 football arcade game can offer. 
However, this means that a new 
version of the game is released every 
year, with updated teams, players, kits 
and stadia, plus gameplay tweaks and 
extra features. Young FIFA fans usually want to be 
playing the latest version, so the pressure to buy 
each annual update is likely to be considerable.

Online Chat
While the game of FIFA itself is suitable 
for children of all ages (as it does not 
include any inappropriate content), 
there is the issue of in-game chat. Your 
child can play against other people 
online and audio chat with them using 
headsets. As this communication is 
largely unregulated, it could mean that 
your child is exposed to language or 
conversations that are inappropriate.

Possibility of Scams
Your child may receive an email or see a 
message on social media or in forums 
which appears to be a genuine FIFA 
promotion, but could be a scam. Following these links 
would take them to what may seem like a FIFA login 
page but is actually a phishing attempt to capture 
their login name and password. Scammers often use 
a legitimate-sounding name, such as 'EA Admin' or 
'FIFA Developer’.

In-Game Purchases Addictive Gameplay
Your child could end up playing FIFA for 
long periods of time. Matches last 
around 20 minutes, so playing through 
an entire tournament can quickly eat 
up a large chunk of the day. Children 
sometimes struggle to control their 
gaming behaviour, at the expense of 
their daily routine. This is called 
'gaming disorder' and is classified as a 
genuine mental health problem by the 
World Health Organisation.

FIFA offers an array of in-game 
purchases. The FIFA Ultimate Team (FUT) 
mode lets gamers build their own team, 
playing matches to win coins. These coins 
can be used to recruit better players or packs 
containing random players. Some purchases can 
be made with in-game currency; others require real 
money – which can become expensive. There have 
been reports of parents receiving large credit card 
bills after their children’s in-game spending.

Over-Competitiveness
FIFA has occasionally been criticised for 
its competitive gameplay leading to 
disproportionate aggression and 
negative emotion in some players. This 
can be amplified by the in-game audio 
chat with opponents in real time. The 
potential for an emotional outburst can 
sometimes reach unhealthy levels – 
especially if your child’s team is losing 
heavily or is defeated by a very late 
goal.

Give Abuse the Red CardSet out Your Strategy
The facility to chat to other players 
certainly adds to the overall enjoyment 
of FIFA, and it's unlikely that you'll be 
able to convince your child to play the 
game without using it. It would be wise, 
however, to make sure beforehand that 
your child is aware of how to mute the 
audio of any abusive players and 
knows how to report anyone who is 
being offensive or intimidating.

As a parent, it’s worth considering that 
– if they like gaming and football – your 
child’s fascination with FIFA probably 
won’t be short term. It’s more likely to 
be the start of a relationship that could 
last for years, involving repeated outlay 
on each updated edition of the game. If 
you think this may pose a problem, it 
might be best to make your child aware 
of it beforehand to avoid 
disappointment later.

Defend against Scammers
Teach your child to stay clear of scams. 
Explain why they should be suspicious of 
any link which asks them to verify their 
username and password or provide other 
sensitive information: game developers 
never send messages asking for players’ 
login details. Console messages, emails 
and social media posts promising 
in-game content if a player inputs their 
login information are fake.

Avoid ‘Extra Time’Control In-Game Spending
Devices’ parental controls can also be 
used to restrict the amount of time 
spent playing, if you feel it’s necessary. 
Keep an eye on how long your child 
spends playing FIFA, just like you might 
monitor how long they watch TV for. 
Warning signs of over-playing include 
disinterest in other activities, tiredness 
or fatigue, neglect of personal hygiene 
or becoming angry when they have to 
stop playing.

To spend real money in FIFA, a player’s 
account must have a payment method 
enabled. Check whose debit or credit card – 
or PayPal account – is linked to the device 
that your child plays FIFA on. Most devices’ 
parental controls can be adjusted to limit 
spending. There is also the prepaid option 
of Paysafecard – you can top up the 
balance, making it easier to control your 
child’s purchasing in the game.

Encourage a ‘Half-Time’ Break
Monitoring in-game chat is difficult, as you 
can usually only hear one side of the 
conversation. But your child’s reactions will 
be a good general indication. Dealing with 
the frustrations of a game and troublesome 
people can be useful life lessons – but if 
your parental instinct is that your child is 
getting too upset or angry, that's the time to 
intervene and encourage them to take a 
break from the game.

Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for several 
years as a writer, editor and presenter. He is the gaming 
editor of two of  the biggest gaming news sites in the 
world: UNILAD Gaming and GAMINGbible. Having started 
gaming at a young age with his siblings, he has a passion 
for understanding how games and tech work – but, more 
importantly, how to make them safe and fun.
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You don't need to be a football fan to have heard of the FIFA series of games (named 
after the Federation Internationale de Football Association: the worldwide governing 

body for the sport). Part of the franchise’s massive appeal is that official licensing gives 
users the opportunity to play games as their favourite teams, controlling their favourite 

footballers. They either compete online against other players or work through a 
solo-player career mode. With updated editions launched annually, FIFA is playable on a 

range of consoles, with mobile versions available for smartphones and tablets.
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