
Dear Parents/Carers & Students, 

I suspect that you, like I, will be wondering just where another academic year has gone! I am sure,
that we will all agree that it has been a year of uncertainties filled with constant changes, as we, as a
nation, rallied to combat COVID.  With just over 2 weeks left of this academic year, I must say, a very
big thank you to everyone, students, parents and staff who worked hard, keeping our community
safe, accepted the changes, often last minute and graciously followed the rules.

This week, unsurprisingly, we have all been talking about football, in particular the England squad’s
performance, against Germany which was fabulous. It certainly brought a lot joy to so many people,
including myself! I will have my fingers crossed this weekend for the team as they play against the
Ukraine.

Last week, I was fortunate enough to hear our Head Boy and Head Girl candidates’ presentations. I
was bowled over by the way in which they articulated their presentations so eloquently. We wish all of
them every success in their next round of the election process. 

Finally, although we are not experiencing (thank goodness) the heat wave which has been wreaking
havoc in North America, I would be grateful if we could ensure that students come to school, having
water bottles.

Have a great weekend and God bless.

Mrs M Smith
Headteacher

Priory Academy, Britain Street, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU5 4JA
Tel: 01582 661158 | Fax: 01582 472359 
Email: adminoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs M Smith B.Sc (Hons) M.Sc NPHQ
Twitter: @Priory_Academy | Facebook: @PrioryAcademyDunstable

Important Dates

Parent Safety Session (virtual)

Sports Day

Last Day of Term

Results Day (9.30-11.00)

14 July 2021

19 July 2021

22 July 2021

12 August 2021

If you are unable to collect your results please advise 
Mrs Spokes - sspokes@prioryacademy.co.uk 

Priory Academy
Learning Today for a Better Tomorrow
Newsletter | Friday 2 July 2021

REMINDER:
Please return any school library
books before the end of term. 

No fines will be be issued, we
would just like them returned. 

Many thanks

https://twitter.com/Priory_Academy
https://facebook.com/PrioryAcademyDunstable
mailto:sspokes@prioryacademy.co.uk
mailto:sspokes@prioryacademy.co.uk


 Making a phone call to WHO headquarters (answering questions in the target language about a
healthy lifestyle)
Writing an article of a minimum of 200 words that would be published in a school magazine or on a

website to promote healthy eating

 Asking 3 questions in the target language to a foreign "celebrity" of their choice and recording the

answers

 Making a 2 minute video promoting their topic (in the target language)
 Creating a PowerPoint in the Target language on their topic

Modern Foreign Languages

On Thursday 24th June 2021, the MFL department invited 12 students of year 10 in French and Spanish to
a virtual event called "On Doctor's orders" presented by Business Language Champions. They represented

a team within the World Health Organisation and they were asked to communicate information on healthy
eating.  

Students had to carry out the following tasks:
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

Congratulation to Cieran W, Iona A, Zain R, Courtney W, Nathan JVV and Ella S for winning 3rd place with a

Special Merit (£5 voucher each). And very well done to Holly S, Emily S, Morgan A, Josh G, Aidan J and

Matthew G for doing some excellent work, particularly the video. 

Our year 10 students showed professionalism, creativity, enthusiasm and teamwork! It was great to see

them fully engaged trying to meet short deadlines 😉

Hopefully, our students managed to see how languages can help them in a future career in an international

industry.

C Le Coguic

Accelerated Reader

Congratulations to the following students for

becoming Priory Millionaires as part of Accelerated 

Reader!

Year 5

Issrra T, 5R (1,016,755 words read)
Year 6

Layla R, 6A (1,077,680 words read)
Sandy S, 6R (1,029,282 words read)

Congratulations also to Christopher Lim who has 

now successfully read an amazing 3,168,144 words 

as part of Accelerated Reader since September-
a fantastic achievement! Prizes are on their way!

Mrs O'Sullivan would also like to give a special mention to Lucasjames Maderazo, 5L for actively showing a

love of reading and being so engaged when visiting the Library. 



Josh Underwood 5A

Josie Grovers 7A

William Gibbs 6A Ruby Everett 8A

Katy Orchard 9A Ella Sharpe 10R

Diversity Week 
Bake off!

Congratulations to:
Josh Underwood, 
William Gibbs, 
Josie Grovers, 
Ruby Everett, 
Katy Orchard and
Ella Sharpe (10R)

Overall 

Winner

Year 6 Maths

Some Year 6 pupils have been using the afternoon registration periods this term to tutor KS2 pupils in arithmetic

skills. This has benefited both the tutors and the tutees and resulted in some significant improvements in many

weekly arithmetic scores. The maths department want to take this opportunity to thank the following pupils for all

of their hard work. 

Bella Allen

Elsie Bacon

Charlie Balaam

Ruby Barnett

Summer Brown

Ava Cady

Gracie Capp

Olivia Cleaver

Joshua Dunkley

Emily Filipczuk

Chloe Foster

Dilith Kalubowilage

Lorraine Morporgo

Imogen Morris

Luca Paraschiv

Sandy Schogger

Chloe Smith

Zach Sweetman

Holly Tickner

History

Well done to the following students for excellent effort in History:

Year 7

Armani Musamadya

Tamar Saunders-Fern

Harley Bellchambers

Aleah Ewers

Alice Bijum

Mia Powell

Ewan Cooper

Markie Hynes

Paulina Malec

Year 8

Sienna Murphy

Marcel Paweloszek

Freya Pueschel

Imogen Convey

Ruby Everett

Lyndon Moore

Jake Barral

Skye Inwood

Abigail King

Olivia Tobie-Young

Jayden Barry

Pierre Kinson

Sophie Kalabza

Alyssa Jarvis

Matei Preda

Year 9

Karen Lukasik

Poppy Columb

Henry Grigg

Year 10

Joshua Green

Charlie Brewer

Louie Newman

Holly Shimpe

Tom Crosby

Cerys Antill

Latin 

Susannah Lenthall and Harley Burton in Year 9 achieved 96% and 91% respectively for a mammoth (175 word)

vocabulary test recently. Very well done!



The Foyle Young Poets of the Year

The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 2021 is open for entries with an 
extended school deadline of Wednesday 14th July 2021. 

The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is the biggest poetry competition for 
11-17 year olds in the world. Since it began, theAward has kick-started the 
career of some of today's most exciting new voices. Past winners include 
Jay Bernard, Sarah Howe, Helen Mort, Phoebe Power, Caroline Bird, Mukahang
Limbu, Richard O’Brien and many more incredible poets.

The competition is free to enter and welcomes poems on any theme and any 
length. Visit foyleyoungpoets.org to submit your poems or alternatively, please 
send them to Miss Khatun at skhatun@prioryacademy.co.uk who can submit 
your entry on your behalf. Goodluck!  

The Butterfly Maze - Nikki Mohammed, 9R
Being a person who always was right,
I thought this was heaven.
I was taken back when I found out where I was.
A labyrinth. No. Why would God do this?
I lived my life well.
Died as Aphrodite, as many said, got everything I wanted
So why me God?

As every second passed, I started to think of other people 
How they went to heaven.
Why? The more I think about it,
The more my enraged thoughts seared my heat.
What did I do to deserve this?
It wasn’t my fault God made me angelic
Was it, no it wasn’t. Then why.
Thoughts drowned me until a reflection caught me.
I stared, I thought, I asked myself
What beastly looking creature is this?
Reaching towards the reflection I gasped…

Me!
An irremediable sorrow washed past me,
A feeling I never wanted to experience.
As the long days and dreadful nights passed. I remembered 
‘Kindness will always solve your puzzles.’
A saying she said that never crossed my mind but why now.
Changed from that. I tried helping other creatures.
From ants to other caterpillars. I understood what friendship
was.
However I was still stuck in this incomprehensible veil of
darkness.
When did I last look up the sky?
It is as if the blurred world is filled with dust.
Suddenly I fell into a fathomless sleep.

As I started to wake up, something lifted me up, as if I was
flying.
It didn’t bother me until I saw myself in the lustrous reflection.
My happiness spread as long as my wings could go.
As a beam of light shot through the maze,
Flowers bloomed in a blink of an eye.
Seeing a doorway covered in abundant flowers with an
aromatic smell,
It was like the secret garden she was talking about.

Now that my problems came off my shoulders,
I realised that I can fly freely,
And now that I left it all behind me, I’m flying high.
All my problems grow smaller when I am way up here.
The clouds were bracketed to the eternal summer sky
And as my wings disappeared along side them
I realised I was wrong and she was right.
Never have I ever thought I would regret my life,
Never have I ever thought she was right,
Never have I ever thought I deserved pain.

Forever remembering what she said
I finally understood what life, nature and kindness meant 
Through the butterfly maze.

Heartbreak  

Eleanor Rawlings, 9R

Eyes closed, quivering
All of our memories, lingering.
Heart of glass
ready to shatter.

Much time is passing,
my emotions everlasting.
Fury spewing from me 
like lava from a volcano.

A cage surrounding me,
begging to be let free
like a defenceless bird:
open to oppression.

Persephone- Louisa Kellegher, 9A. 
A single seed, 
Can bloom into a beautiful flower, 
Or a horrible weed. 
Under a spell,
I was obliged to come,
The darkness everywhere,
No hope, no light, no sun.

You took me away,
As if I were a golden trophy.
Don't weep for me.
My fate has been chosen. 
Not by me, not by me, 
but by you.

When I am gone,
Her heart is frozen. 
But with my return, 
The crops glow, 
Golden. 

A King and his tricks, 
You took me away, 
My fate has been chosen.
Is it not mine to choose? 
No. 
It is yours to control.

My fate has been chosen, 
Not mine to choose, 
not mine to change, 
not mine to love. 
You took me away-
The darkness closed in. 
A place remained,
Where everything was frozen. 

You choose my fate.

Love-sick and benighted,
your fire ignited,
your insults raining down
and tearing me apart.

Mesmerised, I was blind to see
that slowly you were breaking free.
My silent pleas ignored; 
our love, overdue.

Our tether tattered,
our love battered
like ice: frozen, numb
Grief? Plenty.

https://foyleyoungpoets.org/
mailto:skhatun@prioryacademy.co.uk


8A have been studying Romeo and Juliet with Miss Khatun this term. Students have been studying
extracts from the play and have begun to think about the theme of love, family, honour and fate. 
Students have been unpicking Romeo's soliloquy from the party scene where he first encounters Juliet
and have been challenged to consider the idea of love at first sight. 

The class have been working on creating modern interpretations of Romeo's soliloquy with a skewed view.

It was lovely to see the students' creativity as they wrote from different perspectives of doomed love with a

view of acting these out- we even had a pigeon who was in love with a cat! Well done 8A!

8As I peck at my bird food 
I hear a faint meow in the alleyway, three
doors over,
I don’t think much of it until I hear it again.
I give in and flutter my wings over to the source
of the meow. 
A sight I see-
A British shorthair,
Strolling through the alleyway.
Their silky-smooth sea of grey fur 
and long twisting tail moves effortlessly
through the air.
My tiny heart skipped a beat, 
not from fear but from love.
Then it hit me
I can’t fall in love with a cat,
After all 

I’m only a bird.

Princess O and Jake B

I look into her eyes, taken by surprise.
She's a light in the dark, igniting a spark!
My heart is taken but is it mistaken?
No, this is true- love at first sight,
My heart has been brought into the light.
My mind's racing, my hands are shaking 
With just one look at her face,
Mine is a disgrace.

By Marcel P and Tara C

Like an angel of heaven,
From head to her toe.
As a humble little cat,
Walking in the heavy snow.
She is the Queen of Hearts
In my deck.
Should I walk up to her and ask for a cheeky
peck?
Or shall I observe from afar?
To take her to a bar in a fancy car,
could be nothing more than a dream,
so, this is my scheme:
I’ll tell her she is as bright as a beam
BOOM!
Now she is my queen!
Or what if I cower in fear?
And sit all my days indoors.
Right, I am going out
wait, wait, wait
where did she go?
She was just here a moment ago!
This is why you don’t hesitate,
This is why I am alone and full of hate.
I shall chase after my love
and give her a dove
and conceal my unlucky fate
through love’s unholy gate!

Broden W and Harry F

Romeo and Juliet



These monthly sessions offer opportunity to share information and support, to ask questions
and have discussions around the topics that matter to you as parents.

Tuesday 27th July

Tuesday 31st August

Tuesday 28th September

1.30pm - 2.30pm

TO BE HELD the last

Tuesday of every

Month
Tuesday 27 July session will focus on:

 
 

Holiday Activities for Families 
With guest speaker from the HAF project.

 
Information at the session will include:

 
Ideas for activities to do at home with

children and young people. 
Sessions and activities running in the

local area. 
 

Please book via the link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/16

1452850823

Tuesday 31 August session will focus on:

Managing Anxiety & Emotions
Around Returning to School

Supported by Rebecca Gooch Emotional
Health & Wellbeing Officer

Information at the session will include:
 :

Ideas to support children and young people
with understanding their feelings around

returning to school. 
Strategies and practical advice to

manage emotions and anxiety. 

Please book via the link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/16

1454722421

Please clock on the Eventbrite link to register your interest and a few days before the session a Microsoft Teams link
will be sent to you by email. You will need to download Microsoft Teams for free to join the session.

 
For further information please email: katie.jeeves@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/158094511941
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/161452850823
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/16145722421






Monday - Friday: 6.00am – 2.00pm
Actual Salary £20,324 per annum,
including outer fringe
37 hrs per week, 52 weeks full year,
with generous holiday allowance
Full-time, Permanent

Senior Site Assistant
Sir John Lawes School
Manland Way, Harpenden, 
Herts AL5 4QP

Closing Date: 5 July 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: July/August 2021

Grade H4-5
37 hours per week, 8am to 4pm,
Monday to Friday
Full-time, term-time plus 5 days
INSET
Actual Salary: H4 - £17,300 per
annum   |    H5 - £18,300 per annum

Student Services 
Manager
Priory Academy
Britain Street Dunstable,
Bedfordshire, LU5 4JA

Closing Date: 5 July 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

If you are interested in joining us at this exciting time, further details and application packs
are available from HR@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk or on 01727 734424.
We reserve the right to make an appointment before the closing date, so early applications
are encouraged.

Scholars’ Education Trust is an equal opportunities employer. The Trust is committed to safeguarding
and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share
this commitment. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening, including checks
with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service.

Term time only
Monday – Friday, 11.00-12.30 - £8.91
Monday – Friday, 12.30-13.55 - £10.35

Midday Supervisor
Samuel Ryder Academy
Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts 
AL1 5AR

Closing Date: 8 July 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

Vacancies
click below for further information:
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£2,272 per annum inclusive

Hours are in the evening, term time,
as dictated by the necessities of the
role
Fixed Term (to 31.8.22) initially,
potentially leading to a permanent
contract.

Clerk to Governors
Harpenden Academy
Vaughan Road, Harpenden, 
Herts, AL5 4EL

of fringe allowance & holiday 
pay

Closing Date: 8 July 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

Term Time Contract + INSET- 37 hours
per week
Actual Salary per annum H4: £17,300

Learning Support Officer
(Key Stage 2)
Samuel Ryder Academy
Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts 
AL1 5AR

Closing Date: 7 July 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

Fixed Term Contract – Term Time +
INSET Days
15 to 25 hours per week (5 hours per
day or flexible working pattern to suit
applicant and the school)
Salary per annum: £6,600 - £11,000
(Salary dependant on basic hours
contracted)

Teaching Assistant
Robert Barclay Academy
Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 8JY

Closing Date: 8 July 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

Term time contract – 32.5 hours / week
Working pattern 8.30 am - 3.30 pm
Monday to Friday
Actual salary per annum H2: £13,990

Primary & Secondary 
Teaching Assistant
Samuel Ryder Academy
Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts 
AL1 5AR

Closing Date: 6 July 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

Grade H6 - £23,706 to 
£26,107 Plus PRP
Depending on experience and
qualifications
Full time (37 hours per week), 52 week
contract
Generous holiday allowance

Sports Centre Manager
Samuel Ryder Academy
Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts 
AL1 5AR

Closing Date: 9 July 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021

£12,500 per annum
30 hours per week, term time 

These hours are a pre-requisite to
meet the needs of the post and
unfortunately not negotiable.

Site Assistant
Priory Academy
Britain Street Dunstable,
Bedfordshire, LU5 4JA

+ INSET

Closing Date: 6 July 2021, 9am
Interview Date: TBC
Start Date: September 2021
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Organisation

Samaritans

Anna Freud Centre

Childline

Parentline

CRUSE Bereavement Care

Child Bereavement UK

HOPEline uk

Young Minds

NSPCC

Tactic

Anti-bullying helpline

BEAT

Aquarius

Grief Encounter

Kooth

Child Bereavement Network

Chat Health

Youthscape

Winston’s Wish Charity

Domestic Abuse Helpline

Support for

All areas of support

Resources to support young people’s mental health.

Also some useful resources about the Coronavirus.

All areas

Health Visitor text support service

Bereavement counselling for adults and children, but

also produces helpful resources and leaflets about

coronavirus.

Supporting children through difficult times: lots of

resources

Prevention of Young Suicide resources

The Bedtime Stories resources highlight the impact of

online bullying

All areas – Parent helpline available

Advice and Support

Teenage advice and information centre

Bullying

Eating Disorders

Drugs information, advice and counselling

Confidential helpline for bereavement support

Free online counselling and advice

Lots of helpful information including resources to

support children

Confidential text messaging (11-19years)

Signposts to resources which support young people’s

mental health

Lots of resources including videos to support young

children around anxieties and grief caused by the

Coronavirus

24 hour support and advice line

Contact Details

116 123 (24 hours)

jo@samaritans.org

www.annafreud.org

https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/anna-

freud-learning-network/coronavirus/

online counsellors 0800 1111

www.childline.org.uk

Text: 07507 331456

www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk

www.hopeagain.org.uk

0808 808 1677

www.childbereavement.org.uk

0800 068 4141

Text – 07786209697

www.papyrus-uk.org

www.youngminds.org.uk

https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-

your-child-about-coronavirus

0808 8005000

www.nspcc.org.uk

01525 373838

tactic@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

www.tactic-centre.co.uk

0845 225 5787 or 07734701221

www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk

0345 634 1414

www.beateatingdisorders.org.uk

01234 344911 www.talktofrank.com

0808 802 0111 www.griefencounter.org.uk

www.Kooth.com

www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk

www.winstonswish.org

TEXT - 07507331450

www.youthscape.co.uk

Helpline: 08088 020 021

0808 2000 247

Support and Services

http://www.annafreud.org/
https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/anna-freud-learning-network/coronavirus/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.hopeagain.org.uk/
http://www.childbereavement.org.uk/
http://www.papyrus-uk.org/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-coronavirus
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.tactic-centre.co.uk/
http://www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk/
http://www.beateatingdisorders.org.uk/
http://www.talktofrank.com/
http://www.griefencounter.org.uk/
http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.youthscape.co.uk/


 

 

VIRTUAL WELLBEING WEBINARS 
 
Do you want to learn more about feeling happy 
and calm at home?  
 

Worried about your childs anxiety?  
 
Feeling anxious yourself?   
 
 

Wednesday 14th July at 11:00 – 12:00 
 

A webinar to help with: 
Understanding and managing anxiety  
 
Book through the Eventbrite link below: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/manage/events/161884517951/details 
 
Booking ends at mindight on 12th July. 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Promoting Positive 
Emotional 

Wellbeing webinar 

 
──── 

 

Find ways to support 
the children and young 

people in your life 

 

──── 

Free to attend 
 

Via Microsoft Teams 
 
 
 

Gain information, 
support and guidance 

Resources will be 
sent out after each 

session 
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Parents & Carers

TIKTOKTIKTOKTIKTOKTIKTOK

At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel it is needed. 
This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

Meet our expert

TikTok is a video-sharing social media app which lets people create, view and 
download looping 15-second clips. Typically, these are videos of users lip-syncing and 

dancing to popular songs or soundbites (often for comic purposes), enhanced with 
filters, effects and text. Designed with young people in mind, TikTok skyrocketed in 

popularity in 2019 and has featured near the top of download charts ever since.
It now has around 800 million active users worldwide.

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT
Most videos appearing on a child’s feed are 
light-hearted and amusing. However, some 
clips have been reported for featuring drug and 
alcohol abuse, themes of suicide and self-harm, 
or young teens acting in a sexually suggestive way. 
The sheer volume of uploads is impossible to 
moderate entirely – so it is possible for a child to be 
exposed to explicit and age-inappropriate content.

EXPLICIT SONGS
TikTok primarily revolves around 
videos of users lip-syncing and 
dancing to music. Inevitably, some 
featured songs will contain explicit or suggestive 
lyrics. Given the app’s young user-base, there is a 
risk that children may view older users’ videos 
and want to imitate any explicit language or 
suggestive actions.

HAZARDOUS VISIBILITY
Connecting with others is simple on TikTok – 
including commenting on and reacting to 
users’ videos, following their profile and 
downloading their content. The majority of 
these interactions are harmless, but – because 
of its abundance of teen users – TikTok has 
experienced problems with predators 
contacting young people.

ADDICTIVE NATURE

SOURCES: www.tiktok.com

TIKTOK FAME

Like all social media, TikTok is designed to be 
addictive. It can be hugely entertaining – but that 
also makes it hard to put down. As well as the 
punchy nature of the short video format, the 
app’s ability to keep you intrigued about 
what’s coming next mean it’s easy for a 
5-minute visit to turn into a 45-minute stay.

IN-APP PURCHASES
There’s an in-app option to purchase ‘TikTok coins’, 
which are then converted into digital rewards for 
sending to content creators that a user likes. Prices 
range from 99p to an eye-watering £99 bundle. 
Buying coins is now restricted to over-18s – but 
TikTok doesn’t require users to verify their age on 
sign up, so a young person could easily access this 
feature if they were determined to.

The app has created its own celebrities: 
Charli D'Amelio and Lil Nas X, for 
example, were catapulted to fame by 
exposure on TikTok – leading to many 
more teens attempting to go viral and 
become “TikTok famous”. While most 
aspiring stars hoping to be ‘the next big 
thing’ will find it difficult, setbacks may 
in turn prompt them to go to even more 
drastic lengths to get noticed.

MAINTAIN PRIVACY SETTINGSTALK ABOUT ONLINE CONTENT
In early 2021, TikTok changed the default setting for all 
under 16s’ accounts to ‘private’. Keeping it that way is 
the safest solution: it means only users who your child 
approves can watch their videos. The ‘Stitch’ (which 
lets users splice clips from other people's videos into 
their own) and ‘Duet’ (where you build on another 
user's content by recording your own video alongside 
               their original) features are now only available to 
               over 16s. This might clash with your child’s 
               ambitions of social media stardom, but it will 
             fortify their account against predators.

Assuming your child is above TikTok’s age limit, talk 
to them about what they’ve viewed on the app. Ask 
their opinion on what’s appropriate and what isn’t. 
Explain why they shouldn’t give out personal details 
or upload videos which reveal information like their 
                              school or home address. In the long 
                                run, teaching them to think critically 
                                about what they see on TikTok could 
                               help them to become social-media 
                             savvy.

LEARN ABOUT REPORTING 
AND BLOCKING 

ENABLE FAMILY SAFETY MODE

With the correct privacy settings applied, TikTok is a 
relatively safe space. However, in case something 
does slip through, make sure your child knows how 
to recognise and report inappropriate content and 
get them to come to you about anything upsetting 
that they’ve seen. TikTok allows users to report 
anyone breaching its guidelines, while you can also 
block individual users through their profile.

‘Family Safety Mode’ lets parents and carers link 
their own TikTok account to their child’s. Through 
your mobile, you can control your child’s safety 
settings remotely – including limiting screen time, 
managing their ability to exchange messages (and 
with whom) and blocking a lot of age-inappropriate 
content. Tiktok refreshed its Safety Cantre in May 
2021, providing new resources for parents and 
carers to support online safety among families. 
These resources can be found on their website.

MODERATE SCREEN TIME
As entertaining as TikTok is, you can help your child 
to manage their time on it in the ‘Digital Wellbeing’ 
section. Under ‘Screen Time Management’, you can 
limit the daily permitted time on the app (in 
increments ranging from 40 minutes to two hours). 
This preference can also be locked behind a PIN. 
That way, your child can get their regular dose of 
TikTok without wasting the whole day.

Parven Kaur is a social media expert and digital media 
consultant who is passionate about improving digital 
literacy for parents and children. She has extensive 
experience in the social media arena and is the 
founder of Kids N Clicks: a web resource that helps 
parents and children thrive in a digital world.

AGE RESTRICTION

12+
If under 18, supervision 

of a parent or legal 
guardian required.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know About

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 20.05.2021

www.nationalonlinesafety.com                  @natonlinesafety                  /NationalOnlineSafety                  @nationalonlinesafety

USE RESTRICTED MODE
In the app’s ‘Digital Wellbeing’ section, you can filter 
out inappropriate content (specific content creators 
or hashtags, for instance) using ‘Restricted Mode’. 
This can then be locked with a PIN. You should note, 
though, that the algorithm moderating content isn’t 
totally dependable – so it’s wise to stay aware of 
what your child is watching.
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