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Important Dates and Reminders 

13 December 2019 

17 December 2019 

18 December 2019 

19 December 2019 

20 December 2019 

House Event - Cross Country 

Year 11 Parents Evening  

Christmas Concert 18:00 - 19:30 

KS2 Pantomime Trip - Peter Pan at the Grove Theatre 

Last Day of Term 

6 January 2020 

7 January 2020 

INSET DAY 

First Day of Term 

17-21 February 2020 Half Term 

Dear Parents & Students, 

It barely seems five minutes since we were returning to school following the summer holidays. 
This term has flown by and Christmas is now only a few weeks away.  

There have been some moments in the last few weeks which point to something very special in 
our school and that is our values. One such moment was when we had visitors from our sister 
schools who were absolutely delighted with our young people’s behaviour. They commented on 
how polite and courteous they are and how they made them feel welcome in our community. I 
must say, I am so proud! 

As always, thank you for your continued support and enjoy the rest of our newsletter.  

Warmest regards, 

Mrs M Smith  
Headteacher 

Exam Dates 2020 

11 May -  24 June 2020 GCSEs 

11 - 14 May 2020  Year 6 SATs 
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Congratulations to Paulina 
Malic (Yr6) who has been 
working on her brother’s 
(Yr5) arithmetic skills at 
home and made a huge 
difference to his weekly 
arithmetic scores. 

Harry Perera-Morris & Susanna Len-

thall - they are regularly first to lesson 

and will always put out the folders and 

the books for the rest of the class. This 

is a kind gesture that happens on a 

regular basis and I, along with the 

class, are very grateful for this. I am 

very proud to have students who go 

the extra mile for their class mates.  

Jacob Taylor and Billy McKay in 
11R helped a year 5 student who 
had hurt himself last week. They 
were very kind to him as he was 
really upset and did a fireman’s 
lift and carried to carry him into 
the office! 

Pride of Priory 

Kindness: Alanna Chiesa, Cristiano 
Pletersky, Liam Minagh 

Model Behaviour: Bebe Hales, Zoe 
Clark, Will Duffy, Evie Nicholls, 
Millie Jevremovic. 

Has a student you know done something fantastic outside of school?  

Let us know by emailing adminoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk - we would love to hear from 

you and celebrate extra curricular achievements! 

Huge congratulations to 
Andrea Maria in 6L who 
won 3rd place in the 5th 
East Midlands Karate 
Championship 2019! 

Priory Academy Collected £159.65 The final total raised by Priory Academy 

was a fantastic £1279!!! 
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Drama 

The Grimm Tales - Year 9 Performance   

Well done to the year 9 drama students who performed in our 
school production of Grimm Tales at The Little Theatre. This was 
a fantastic evening where students were able to show off their 
skills in this student-led project. 

Stories of Hansel and Gretel, The Bird, The Mouse and The Sau-
sage, The Golden Goose, Ashputtel and Iron Hans gave the audi-
ence an evening of entertainment with adaptations by Carol Ann 
Duffy  of the classic tales from the Grimm Brothers.   

The students had staged, directed and learnt many lines in a very 
short amount of time, they worked through their break and lunch times to create a 
high standard of work that received brilliant feedback from the audience.  

As their teacher, I was extremely proud to be able to give them the opportunity and 
experience of performing in a real working theatre to an audience of family, friends 
and staff. 

Mr Mead 

On Thursday 28 November, 39 GCSE drama students went to see The Woman in 
Black at the Aylesbury Waterside Theatre as 
part of their course for their written exam.  
Fantastic behaviour and representation of 
the school! 
A Great evening 
had by all students 
and staff. 
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Literacy at Priory Academy 

Word of the Week  

Week Commencing 25.11.19 Week commencing 02.12.19 

KS2: Discomfort - noun (1) the absence of comfort or ease; 

uneasiness; hardship or mild pain (2) anything that is disturb-

ing to or interferes with comfort.  Verb (1)to disturb the com-

fort or happiness of; make uncomfortable or uneasy. 

KS3: Commence - verb (used with or without object) to begin; 

start.  

KS2: Disorder - noun (1) lack of order or regular arrangement; 

confusion (2) an irregularity (3) breach of order; disorderly 

conduct; public disturbance (4) a disturbance in physical or 

mental health functions; malady or dysfunction. Verb (1) to 

destroy the order or regular arrangement of; disarrange (2) to 

derange the physical or mental health or functions of. 

KS3: Inevitable - adjective (1) unable to be avoided, evaded 

or escaped; certain; necessary (2) sure to occur, happen, or 

come; unalterable. Noun (1) that which is unavoidable.  

 

Reading Passports 

The Reading Passports are now well 

underway!   

Come to the library and see the spe-

cial bookshelf especially set up for 

the competition where you can find 

a copy of all the books included. 

Simply look for the "Reading Pass-

port" sign or ask Mrs O'Sullivan for 

more information.   

Where will reading take you next?   
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Literacy at Priory Academy 
 

 

Reading Buddies 

The Reading Buddies scheme is up and running – 

with eighteen Year 10 reading to and with eight-

een students in Years 5 and 6 on Thursday and Fri-

day lunchtimes.  

 

Our happy readers: 
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Primary Maths Challenge 
We had 60 students take part in the Primary Maths Challenge. The awards go to: 
 

Gold / Best in Year 6 /  

Best in School 

Tamar Saunders-Fern 

Nethuli Weerakoon 

Evaelle Le Coguic  

Gold Daniel Kiteley 

Viduni Abeysundra 

 

Silver Lily Earles 

Clara Thaker 

Maisie Worrall 

Soham Mantri 

Shaan Bhadusia 

Bronze Lilly East-Ivory 

Harley Bellchambers 

Keira Dolan 

Malakai Moyston 

Ethan Sanderson 

Isla-Rose James 

Isabel James 

Bronze / Best in Year 5 Luca McNiff 

Zachary Sweetman  
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ESU National Mace Competition 

We are proud of the five students who recently represent-
ed Priory Academy in the national ESU Mace Competition.  

Six schools competed in the first round which included 
Aylesbury High School, St Albans Girls' School, St Albans 
School, Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School and Aylesbury 
High School.  

The Priory Debate Team had to argue against jurors being 
unnecessary for court procedures against Sir Henry Floyd. 
Our speakers, Sophiya K, Kian C and Tasha B, argued  about 
civic duty, potential corruption of the judge system and 
judge bias.  

Although we didn't get through to the next round, the 
judges, staff and students of all the school there commend-
ed our team's performance, stating that they did excep-
tionally well.  

We would like to thank Kian C, Sophiya K, Tasha B, Alannah 
O and Toni G for their outstanding efforts during the even-
ing and for representing the Academy to the highest stand-
ard.  

We would also like to thank Mr David for driving us to St 
Albans and for supporting the students during the even-
ing.  

However, the road doesn't end there for the Debate Team! 
Please join us every Tuesday lunch times from 1.00-1.20. 
All students are welcome to attend! 
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Some fantastic examples of pencil drawings from our Year 5 

& 6 students.  

Well done to George, Ryan, Sylvie and Dilith - great work! 

Dilith Kalubowilage 5R Sylvie Couldridge 6A 

Ryan Lin 5L George Webb 5L 
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Sporting News 

Follow us on  Twitter and keep up to date with our news and events as they happen! @PrioryAcademyPE 

National Cup Football Round 3 
Year 8 Boys - 5.12.19 

Standout performances-Jake Cowley who scored 6 goals, Caspar 
Bellchambers and Finn Roch. 
The Year 8 Boys are now through the final 16 of the National Cup 
 
Year 9 Boys - 5.12.19 

Well done to our Year 9 Boys who made it this far in the compe-
tition, a fantastic achievement. 

Priory Academy  9 - 4 Royal Russel School 

Priory Academy  1 - 3 Thorpe House School 

House Events:  

Priory Cup Cross Country 
13 December 2019 

Raising Awareness for Mental Health 

 
 

Inter House Football and Netball  
(Starting in Spring Term) 

A great team performance from our Year 7/8 Girls 
Netball team against All Saints Academy.  

A fantastic win - well done! 

A great effort from our Year 11 Basketball Team against 

Cedars Upper School. Although losing 44-25, a massive 

improvement from last year—we are very proud! 

Reverentia - Respect 

Tolerantia - Tolerance 

Aequitas - Justice  

Libertas - Liberty 
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Information for Parents and Carers 

In the ever changing world of technology, the inter-

net provides an exciting resource for our children, 

where they can connect, communicate and create 

in ways that perhaps some of us as carers and par-

ents sometimes feel less adept.  

However, children still need advice and protection 

when it comes to managing their lives online.  

To support this we will be introducing an e-safety 

article to every newsletter, providing you with in-

formation about various social media platforms 

your children may use and recommended apps and 

games. 

In this week’s newsletter we 

have included some useful tips 

and guides on how to talk to 

your children about their inter-

net usage, links to support and 

information that may be useful 

to you as parents along with 

reminders on age restrictions 

for social media platforms.  

 

If you have any concerns, 

please contact the school and 

we will be happy to support you 

in any way we can.  

Help your kids stay safe online. 

Work as a TEAM 

You just have to follow these 4 easy steps... 

Talk about staying safe online 

Explore their online world together 

Agree rules about what’s ok and what’s not 

Manage your family’s settings and controls 
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Click on the icons below for additional help and support on parental controls and e-safety: 

 

 

 

A not-for-profit organisation that has a 

simple purpose – to empower parents 

and carers to keep children safe in the 

digital world. 

https://www.internetmatters.org 

 

 

 

A partnership of three leading organisa-

tions: Childnet International, Internet 

Watch Foundation and SWGfL, with one 

mission - to promote the safe and re-

sponsible use of technology for young 

people. www.saferinternet.org.uk 

 

 

 

The NSPCC have teamed up with O2 to 

help you keep children safe when 

they're using the internet, social net-

works, apps, games and more. 

 0808 800 5000 / 0808 500 5002 

 

 

 

Work directly with children and young 

people from the ages of 3 to 18 on a 

weekly basis, as well as parents, carers, 

teachers and professionals, finding out 

about their real experiences online, and 

the positive things they are doing as well 

as sharing safety advice. 

https://www.childnet.com/ 

  

 

 

Free, confidential, expert advise on how 

to support young people’s mental health 

and wellbeing.  

0808 802 5544 

https://youngminds.org.uk 

 

 

 

Online guide with up-to-date advice and 

parents’ view on popular apps, games 

and online platforms. 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ 

 

Click on the icons below for help and support  for children:  

 

 

 

Providing help and support for under 18s 

Childline is yours – a free, private and 

confidential service where you can talk 

about anything. Whatever your worry, 

whenever you need help, we’re here for 

you online, on the phone, anytime. 

0800 11 11 

 

 

 

Providing help and support for 13-25 

year olds.  

The Mix is the UK’s leading support ser-

vice for young please. Talk to us via 

online, social or our free, confidential 

helpline. 

0808 808 4994 

 

 

 

Free, safe and anonymous  

online support for young people 

Kooth is available for young people aged 
11-19 living in Bedfordshire, Luton and 
Milton Keynes. Children and young peo-
ple can chat online to professional coun-
sellors, read articles written by young 
people, join forums to receive peer-to-
peer support, access self-help materials 
and keep a daily journal. 

http://www.childnet.com/
http://iwf.org.uk/
http://iwf.org.uk/
https://swgfl.org.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety
https://www.childnet.com/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/
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Geography 

Year 5 Fieldwork 

Year 5 have been completing their in school fieldwork pro-
ject in Geography over the last few weeks. They have been 
collecting, recording and have started to present data.  

They were all very sensible and focused when completing the 
fieldwork and enjoyed the task very much! Here are some 
photos of them collecting their data. 
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There are children at Priory Academy with life-threatening allergies to certain foods. As our school increases year on year, 

the amount of students with allergies will increase. We would hugely appreciate your help to take active, positive steps to 

keep them safe.  

  

What is an Allergy? 

An allergy is a reaction the body has to a particular food or sub-

stance. Allergies are very common. They're thought to affect more 

than one in four people in the UK at some point in their lives.  

Food allergies are caused when the body mistakenly makes an 

antibody to 'fight off' a specific food. Even when tiny amounts of 

that food are next eaten; it generates an immune system response 

which results in the release of histamine in the body. They are par-

ticularly common in children. Some allergies go away as a child gets 

older, although many are lifelong.  

Allergic conditions can vary in severity from the mildest of hay 

fever to life threatening anaphylaxis. Many types of allergic condi-

tions include allergies to food, drugs, airborne allergens, rubber 

latex, wasp, bee sting and those affecting the skin.  

Severe reactions can even occur through skin contact via the 

offending food, by simply holding hands, a kiss or even just in the 

air. Children are tactile when they play and have skin to skin con-

tact, even sharing a bouncy castle or apparatus equipment can 

leave traces of food.  

Reactions can range from abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhoea, 

hives, runny nose, sneezing, wheeze/cough or life-threatening 

Anaphylaxis. 

Anaphylaxis 

Anaphylaxis is a very extreme, often life-threatening allergic 

reaction to an antigen to which the body has become hyper-

sensitive. Reactions can range from a swollen tongue/throat, 

difficulty in swallowing, hoarse voice, wheeze/persistent 

cough, difficult or noisy breathing, dizziness, collapse, loss of 

consciousness, stop breathing. 

How can I support children with food allergies at School? 

Priory Academy has to have processes in place to minimise risk to 

children with food allergies, currently nuts and sesame.  

 

1. A NO NUT & SESAME  Guidance 

This means parents are asked to please avoid foods that contain nut 
or sesame 

2. No Sharing Food Rule at School 

Usually we encourage children to share, however sharing food at 
school can be very unsafe due to allergies. Please gently remind your 
children of this risk.  

 

3. Food Exclusion Box 

The following list of foods frequently contain nuts or sesame, this is 
consequently a high risk if children with food allergies come into 
contact with them. To ensure safety; please exclude the following 
food items during school times:  

Please note this is not a comprehensive list of foods to avoid, 
labels must still be checked.  

• All Nuts/Sesame  

• Nutella  

• Peanut Butter  

• Cereals/Cereal 
Bars  

• Bread Sticks  

• Houmous/Tahini  

• Milky Way 

• Magic Stars 

• Snickers  

• Mars Bar  

• Seeded Bread/
Buns  

• Seeded Crackers  

• Sushi  

• Sesame Snaps  

 
NUTS 

 
SESAME 
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Parent Role 

Parents are responsible for providing, in writing, on-going accurate 
and current medical information to the school.  

Parents are to send a letter confirming and detailing the nature of 
the allergy; including:  

• The allergen (the substance the child is allergic to)  

•  The nature of the allergic reaction (from rash, breathing prob-
lems to anaphylactic shock)  

•  What to do in case of allergic reaction, including any medication 
to be used and how it is to be used.  

•  Control measures – such as how the child can be prevented from 
getting into contact with the allergen.  

 

Please talk to your children about allergies: 

Children are naturally inquisitive and will want to know why their 
friends may not be able to eat everything that they can due to an 
allergy. It is important that a child with an allergy feels included, 
accepted and secure. Please try to keep things as normal as possible 
around them by appropriate support and understanding. 

Clear Guidelines for Adults/Parents 

• No Nuts & No sesame in main “ingredients”.  

 

 

 

 

 

• “May contains” ARE NOT allowed if Allergy children will be 
eating the food supplied by the Teachers/PTA at any events 
where parents and carers are unable to attend with their 
children.  

 

 

 

• “May contains” ARE allowed if only that child will be eating 
their own food; no food sharing.  

• Follow “food exclusion box” 

Example List of Seeds and Nuts to Avoid: 

Additional Information 

Birthdays at school:  

If your child wants to bring in a treat for their class to celebrate 
their birthday at home time, please ensure you follow the NO NUT 
& NO SESAME Guidance.  

Junk Modelling:  

Traces of unsafe foods may be left in food boxes/containers, so this 
is a risk. If teachers request junk modelling to be brought into 
school, or used for homework, please bring/use non-food junk 
modelling only, e.g. tissue boxes, toy boxes, cardboard boxes etc. 

Packed Lunches:  

Please follow the NO NUT & NO SESAME Guidance.  

School Trips:  

Please follow the NO NUT & NO SESAME Guidance.  

We strive to do our best to minimise the risk. However, we cannot guarantee that the food is 100% nut and sesame free.  

How can I find out more?  

We’re here to help should you have any questions, please contact adminoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk 

Thank You For Helping Keep Children With Allergies Safe  

• Sesame  

• Peanuts  

• Almond  

• Beech nut 

• Brazil nut 

• Bush nut 

• Cashew nut 

• Chesnut 

• Gingko nut 

• Hazelnut 

• Hickory nut 

• Lichee nut 

• Macadamia nut 

• Pecan Nut 

• Pine nut 

• Pistachio 

• Shea nut 

• Walnut 
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Year 10 Work Experience  

REMINDER 

A big well done to those who have already arranged their Work Experience placements for next year. 

If you are yet to do so, please either complete the form if you have arranged your own placement or visit 

the Develop Website to find available placements.  

Please be aware that other schools in the area have the same week allocated for Work Experience so 

placements are being taken up quickly - act now to secure your placement! 

 

Year 6 - CGP Book Order 

The Year 6 CGP Book Order will be arriving 

next week.. Once received, these will be giv-

en out directly to the students.  

There will be further opportunities to make 

an order after Christmas.   

Wednesday  

18 December 2019 

 
Midday Supervisor 

Please contact Mrs Brown in the school 

office for more information 

01582 661158  

adminoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk 
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IT/Media Support Technician  
Sir John Lawes School 

 

Grade: H3 

Hours: 37 hrs per week 

Contract: Permanent full year 

Actual salary: £19,404 to 19,780 per annum including Fringe  

 

Sir John Lawes School is seeking an enthusiastic IT/Media Support Technician to join the team. 

The purpose of the role is to provide first line media and technical support, including: 

• Troubleshooting and resolving user (staff and student) problems 

• Basic hardware/software issues 

• Undertaking specific maintenance and update tasks on the school’s network to support teaching and learning 

 

This position is an ideal first step or developmental role for a career in IT.  

A professional dress code is expected. 

 

Further details and an application form are available from Central HR at hr@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk, the 
school website www.sjl.herts.sch.uk or on 01727 734422. 

 

Closing date: Monday 16th December 2019 12.00pm 

Interview date: Thursday 19th December 2019 

 

We reserve the right to make an appointment before the closing date, so early applications are encouraged. 
Scholars’ Education Trust is an equal opportunities employer. The Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection 
screening, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service. 

 

Manland Way, Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 4QP | www.sjl.herts.sch.uk Click here for the Job Description 

and further information 

ADVERTISMENT 

http://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/391/current-vacancies/career/1105/itmedia-support-technician
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Apprentice IT/Media Support  

Technician 
Sir John Lawes School 

Grade: H1 

Hours: 37 hrs per week 

Contract: Fixed Term  one year 

Actual salary: £18,320 per annum including Fringe  

 

Sir John Lawes School is seeking an enthusiastic Apprentice IT/Media Support Technician to join the team. 

The purpose of the role is to provide first line media and technical support, including: 

• Troubleshooting and resolving user (staff and student) problems 

• Basic hardware/software issues 

• Undertaking specific maintenance and update tasks on the school’s network to support teaching and learning 

 

This position is an ideal first step or developmental role for a career in IT.  

A professional dress code is expected. 

 

Further details and an application form are available from Central HR at hr@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk, the 
school website www.sjl.herts.sch.uk or on 01727 859382. 

 

Closing date: Monday 16th December 2019 12.00pm 

Interview date: Thursday 19th December 2019 

 

We reserve the right to make an appointment before the closing date, so early applications are encouraged. 
Scholars’ Education Trust is an equal opportunities employer. The Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection 
screening, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring Service. 

 

Manland Way, Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 4QP | www.sjl.herts.sch.uk  
Click here for the Job Description 

and further information 

ADVERTISMENT 

http://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/391/current-vacancies/career/1104/apprentice-itmedia-support-technician
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For more information on the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Local 

Offer visit www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or click on the icon: 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/15/special_educational_needs_and_disability_-_local_offer
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  KS2 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Monday 

Before School 
Worship Vocal Group—PG (8.10-8.30)            

Basketball—DRU Hall     

Lunch  Time 

Chess Club—BC M4 

African Drumming – PG (12.40-13.20) 

ICT Club—SD (12.30-13.00)   Basketball—DRU Hall Drama Rehearsal— 
AM M7 

Story Telling—IM Library (12.30-13.00)         

After School 

Bandtime Wind and Brass—SG  

   Netball—LS Courts 

     Football—JL Field  

            

Tuesday  

Before School             

Lunch  Time 

Chess Club—BC M4 

Keyboard Group and Instrumental Band—PG 

ICT Club—SD (12.30-13.00) Debating Society—SK (12.50-13.20) 

Story Telling—IM Library (12.30-13.00)       Drama Rehearsal— 
AM M7 

After School  
 Rugby—KD Field    

  Football—SG Field Football—SM/JL Field    

            

Wednesday  

Before School             

Lunch  Time  
ICT Club—SD (12.30-13.00)    Drama Rehearsal— 

AM M7 

Story Telling—IM M7 (12.30-13.00)      

       

After School  

Euphonics Choir—PG 

Football—CJM 
Field 

Netball—LS Courts Table Tennis—JL Hall Table Tennis—SG Hall 

     Drama Rehearsal— 
AM M7 (15.00-17.00) 

            

Thursday   

Before School             

Lunch  Time  
ICT Club—SD (12.40-13.15) Board Games Club—RG  

            

After School 

 Girls Football—LS Field 

 Self Defense—APK Hall 

 Table Tennis—JL Hall  Football—SG Drama Rehearsal— 
AM M7 (15.00-17.00) 

   Football—JD Field         

Friday  

Before School  Basketball—DRU Hall           

Lunch  Time 

  ICT Club—SD (12.40-13.15) 

     
 Basketball—DRU 

Hall 

       

            

After School        

Extra Curricular Clubs 



'tis the
season

to be jolly
Y E A R  1 1  P R E S E N T S

P R I O R Y  A C A D E M Y

C H R I S T M A S  F A I R
 

P e r i o d s  5  &  6  

T h u r s d a y  1 9  D e c e m b e r

2 0 1 9
 



support our school

Please remember to bring your money -

we will have lots of activities for you

to take part in ! :

 

Cake Stall 

Popcorn

Gift Stall 

Go Karts

Wet the Teacher

Penalty Shoot Out

Reverse Steering Bike Challenge

and MORE! !

DONATIONS WELCOME!
WE WOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL TO RECEIVE

ANY DONATIONS OF CAKES , PRIZES & GIFTS

FOR THE STUDENTS TO SELL . PLEASE CAN YOU

BRING THESE INTO SCHOOL BY MONDAY 16

DECEMBER 2019 (CAKES CAN BE BROUGHT IN

ON THE MORNING)
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