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Year 5       8:15- 8:20
Year 6       8:20- 8:25
Year 7       8:15- 8:20
Year 8       8:20- 8:25
Year 9       8:25- 8:30
Year 10     8:25- 8:30
Year 11     8:25- 8:30

Dear Parents, Carers & Students

As I write this newsletter, reflecting back on the last 3 weeks, I find myself amazed at how our wonderful school community
has conducted itself since the beginning of the academic year.  I am also bowled over to see how our young people have
adapted to their new routines and I am delighted to see them all so happy at school. With that in mind, I would like to thank
you all for your fortitude and positivity.

I am very pleased to report that this year, we will, once again, follow a long tradition at Priory and collect donations of
groceries and toiletries in aid of a charity (Dunstable Food Bank) as part of our ‘Harvest Festival’ celebrations. Items such as
tinned foods, jars of jam, tea, coffee, rice, pasta, Christmas puddings, bottles of squash, biscuits, soap, toothpaste,
shampoo, etc. will be greatly appreciated by us and will be gratefully received by those in need. Students bringing in
gifts/contributions should take them to the PE department by Friday 16th October.

On another note, our protective measures have been working well and are under review regularly. As you may know, one of
those measures is good ventilation of classrooms. This ‘new normal’ does mean that in colder days to come, even with the
heating on, the classroom may feel cooler than previously. To alleviate this, our students may need to keep their coats on in
lessons. Also, it is vital that our students adhere to their allocated arrival times in the morning and do not come earlier and
congregate outside. Please see our website for information for before and after school care if you need this provision.

Allocated morning arrival times:

I must say, generally our students have been very sensible moving around the school, following the one-way system and
adhering to their class/year bubbles. However, to keep our community safe, could you please discuss with your child and
remind them the importance of social distancing on their way to school and coming home.

Regrettably, this year, some of our school’s public events will be conducted differently. Our Year 4 to 5 Open Evening will be
virtual and our parents’ evenings will be conducted by phone. As a perpetual optimist, I do hope that this will only be for a
short time.

Our number one priority for all of us, is the safety of our children and I hope that you will forgive me for raising the car traffic
issues once more. My plea is to those parents who stop in front of the school gates in the mornings to let their children out.
As we all know, Britain Street is narrow, particularly at the A5 end, so please avoid driving down this congested area,
especially if your child is not one of our younger students.

Finally, please see later in the newsletter the guidance provided on what steps to take if you have a suspected case of
COVID-19 at home.

Thank you and have a good weekend.

Warmest regards,

Mrs M Smith
Headteacher

Priory Academy
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iPads for learning at Priory Academy 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety (NSPCC)
http://www.iwf.org.uk/  (Internet Watch Foundation)
A parents' guide to Facebook
A parents’ guide to Snapchat
A parents’ guide to Instagram
A parents’ guide to the latest social media and instant messaging trends (Including Whatsapp, ask.fm, Whisper,
Secret, Yik Yak and Meow Chat)

In our continuous effort to further develop the teaching and learning opportunities, both in and out of the classroom,
we are delighted to embark on our new iPad initiative, initially, introduced to our senior students in years 9 to 11 this
autumn. 

Without doubt, the transformational impact of digital technology has and will continue to change our workplace and all
other aspects of our lives. As such, we are committed to providing a curriculum that will enhance our students’
confidence in digital literacy and independent learning competencies.

To safeguard our young people, our iPads are linked to our school’s management system and are equipped with
filtering and monitoring of internet access. Additionally, our e-safety education has a high-profile during assemblies
and form time activities as well as in Life Skills and Computing lessons.

As always, working closely in partnership with our parents, we advise and encourage them to monitor their children’s
on-line activities at home by having conversations on how to keep themselves safe. You may find the resources
below useful.

If you do have any further queries or concerns regarding e-safety then please contact the school.

Useful Links:

Thinkuknow – Guide to Internet safety and safe
surfing
Childnet International – A non-profit
organisation working with others to help make
the Internet a great and safe place for children
Learning disabilities, autism and e-safety: a
parents' guide
www.ceop.police.uk (The Child Exploitation
and Online Protection)

Reminders
School Photographs
Van Cols photographers will be visiting Priory Academy on Monday 28 September 2020 to take individual and sibling group photos.
Please ensure that full uniform is worn, even if students have PE as they will not need PE kit for the lesson on Monday.  

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety
http://www.iwf.org.uk/
http://www.connectsafely.org/pdfs/fbparents.pdf
http://www.connectsafely.org/wp-content/uploads/snapchat_guide.pdf
http://www.connectsafely.org/wp-content/uploads/instagram_guide.pdf
https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/your-family/online-safety/parents-guide-to-the-latest-social-media-and-instant-messaging-apps/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.childnet.com/
https://www.parentsprotect.co.uk/files/learning_disabilities_autism_internet_safety_parent_guide.pdf
http://www.ceop.police.uk/


Keon Randino Year 5 for continuous effort and excellent behaviour since starting at Priory

Riley Holmes & Christophe Sowa Year 7 for outstanding consistent effort in English

Nelan Piyasinghe & Isobel James Year 7 for both delivering informative and interesting

presentations in English

Holly O’Leary for asking challenging questions in English to further her knowledge of Macbeth

Nathan Smith, Elliot Kefford, Poppy Byrne, Jonathan Awoyemi and Tom Crosby in Yr 10 for

fantastic contributions to class discussions.

Maisie Maculloch, Alex Black, Imogen Cook & Corbin Mason Year 9 for great effort and

contribution in Science.

Holly Shimpe, Summer Ward, Mikey Blair, Grace Balaam, Lana Bowen & Sasha Wilkinson

Year 10 for great effort & contributions in Science.

Neil Fowler, Noura Benmoussa & Ajai Abassi Year 11 for great contribution & excellent pieces

of work in Science.

Freya Eason & Iona Armiger Year 10 for work in Art

Tamar Saunders-Fern Year 7 for superb effort in History

James Willis Year 8 for superb effort in History

Karen Lukasik Year 9 for taking an interest in History outside of the classroom

Charlie Brewer Year 10 for a great work ethic in History

Nevada Aravinthan Year 11 for a great work ethic in History

Samuel Taylor & Tony Nygen Year 10 for outstanding effort in English

Katy Orchard Year 9 for her passion for reading and reading extensively 

Eleanor Rawlings Year 9 for being a fantastic reader in class

Victoria Mallawa Tanthirige, Cara Field, Maya Zaniewska, Nikki M & Sophie C for effort and

contribution to English lessons. 

Headteacher's Commendations

Many congratulations to the following students:





Sir John Lawes is an innovative and highly successful school (rated Ofsted Outstanding). We are seeking a Head of

Design Technology to lead our creative team of specialist staff from January 2021.  The successful applicant will have a

clear vision for the faculty and the strategic leadership skills to deliver it. You will be a well-qualified and engaging

practitioner who has the energy and drive to ensure teaching is of the highest standard across all Design and Technology

subjects and all key stages. 

We offer an environment with a supportive induction and professional development programme, recognising that our

teachers are the reason for our continuing success. Our status as a Teaching School and lead school within the Alban

Teaching School Alliance means we are able to offer staff the highest quality support. 

A job description, person specification and application form can be obtained from Central HR at

hr@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk. Applications should be made in writing to HR and must include a completed

application form and letter addressed to the Headteacher setting out your suitability for the post. 

Closing date:   Monday 28th September 2020 12.00pm

Interview date: Friday 2nd October 2020

TLR 1B
Full Time

HEAD OF DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Sir John Lawes School - Manland Way, Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 4QP | www.sjl.herts.sch.uk

We reserve the right to make an appointment before the closing date, so early applications are encouraged.

Scholars’ Education Trust is an equal opportunities employer. The Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Applicants must be

willing to undergo child protection screening, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring

Service.

Vacancies

Sir John Lawes is an innovative and highly successful school (rated Ofsted Outstanding). We are seeking a Religious

Education teacher with a possible management allowance (TLR2b for a suitably qualified candidate) to teach across the

age and ability ranges covering Maternity Absence from January 2021. You will join an experienced team with excellent

facilities, thriving GCSE and A Level groups and a track record of impressive results. 

We offer an environment with a supportive induction and professional development programme, recognising that our

teachers are the reason for our continuing success. Our status as a Teaching School and lead school within the Alban

Teaching School Alliance means we are able to offer staff the highest quality support. 

A job description, person specification and application form can be obtained from HR at

hr@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk. Applications should be made in writing to HR and must include a completed

application form and letter addressed to the Headteacher setting out your suitability for the post.

Closing date:   Monday 5th October 2020 12.00pm

Interview date: Friday 9th  October 2020

Full Time
Start date: January 2021

TEACHER / HEAD OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (Maternity cover)

Sir John Lawes School - Manland Way, Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 4QP | www.sjl.herts.sch.uk



COVID-19 Guidance for Parents  

 
We ask that you read and adhere to the guidance below when making decisions about whether or not your 
child is able to attend school.  These are the guidelines given to us by the government and we shall be 
following them in the strictest fashion in order to provide the safest possible environment for our students 
and staff. 

 
Please do not contact the school for medical advice as we are not qualified to provide such information.  If 
you have any concerns about the health of your child, you should contact your GP or use the NHS 111 online 
service. 

 
If any member of your household displays symptoms and is undergoing a test for Coronavirus, please do 
not send your child/children into school until a negative result is received. 

 
We appreciate that, at this time of year, students may get a common cold.  If they have a cold and are not 
displaying any of the symptoms of Coronavirus, they may attend school when they are well enough.  However, 
we would ask that anyone sneezing excessively does not attend. 

 
If you inform school that your child is absent due to coronavirus symptoms, their absence will be recorded 
accordingly and they will be expected to isolate for a minimum of 10 days (siblings for 14 days) unless the child 
with symptoms receives a negative test result during that time. 

 

What to do if...     Action Required Only return to school when... 

 
My child has 
coronavirus 
symptoms. 

 
● Do not attend school 

● Contact school daily via telephone 

● Self-isolate 
● Take a coronavirus test 

● Inform school immediately of the test result 
via adminoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk 

 
The test result is negative. If a test 
is unavailable the student must 
not return to school for at least 10 
days after the onset of symptoms, 
even if the symptoms were short 
lived or they have recovered from 
them. 

 
My child tests 
positive for 
coronavirus. 

 
● Do not attend school 

● Inform school immediately of the 
test result via  

● Self-isolate for at least 10 days 

 
Your child feels better and has self- 
isolated for 10 days. 

 
Symptoms such as a cough and loss 
of taste/smell may remain for several 
weeks after the infection has gone 
and pose no risk to others. 

 
Someone in my 
household has 
coronavirus 
symptoms. 

 
● Do not attend school 

● Contact school daily via telephone 
● Self-isolate 

● The household member should take a 
coronavirus test 

● Inform school immediately of the test result 
via email. 

 
The household member’s test result 
is negative. 

 
Someone in my 
household has 
tested positive for 
coronavirus. 

 
● Do not attend school 

● Contact school via telephone 

● Self-isolate for 14 days 

 
The student has completed 14 days 
of self-isolation. 



 
My child has been 
identified as a 

‘close contact’ of 

someone with 
symptoms or a 

confirmed case of 
coronavirus. 

 
● Do not attend school 

● Contact school via telephone 

● Self-isolate for 14 days 

 
The student has completed 14 
days of self-isolation. 

 
We/my child has 
travelled abroad and 
has to self- isolate 
due to government 
quarantine 
regulations. 

 
● Do not attend school 

● Contact school via telephone 
● Self-isolate for 14 days 

Quarantine requirements and FCO advice 
should be considered before booking travel. 
Information regarding any absence should 
be provided to the school as per the school 
Attendance Policy. 

 
The quarantine period of 14 days has 
been completed. 

 
We have received 
medical advice that 
my child must 
resume shielding. 

 
● Do not attend school 

● Contact school via telephone 
 

 
Restrictions are lifted. 

 

Contact with a confirmed Coronavirus Case 
There is currently some misunderstanding of what constitutes a close contact with a confirmed 
coronavirus case. Close contact is defined as the following: 

 
● direct contacts - face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time, within 1 

metre, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected physical contact 

(skin-to-skin) 
 

● proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 minutes) with 
an infected individual 

 
● travelling in a small vehicle, like a car, with an infected person 

 
Any student who has had contact with a confirmed coronavirus case must self-isolate for 14 days from 
the time of contact.  Contacts of a confirmed case need not take a coronavirus test unless they begin 
to exhibit symptoms consistent with coronavirus.  If a contact does take a test and it is returned 
negative they must still self-isolate for 14 days from the time of contact due to the incubation period 
of the virus. 
 
 
Coronavirus Symptoms 
The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 
● a high temperature – (over 37.8 degrees.  If you are not able to measure 

temperature, an indication of a high temperature is if a person feels hot to touch 

on their chest or back) 
 

● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 

more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse 

than usual) 
 

● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 
Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms 
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