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Dear Parent, Carers and Students, 

Welcome to the start of the summer term! I hope that you and your families are keeping well and have had a peaceful 

Easter. With the sun shining, flowers blooming and trees in blossom, I hope that you, like myself, feel a surge of opti-

mism and energy in these uncertain times. My thanks go to Mrs Morris, who sent me a lovely quote from Walt Whit-

man which I think is rather apt in these extraordinary times, “Keep your face always toward the sun and the shadows 

will fall behind you.”  

As you are aware, the Government lockdown will continue for at least another couple of weeks, with schools remaining 

closed to all except those identified students. As before, our teaching staff will continue to provide learning resources 

and you will be able to contact them through Edulink. Please also note that our pastoral teams will remain in contact 

and will be available remotely to provide social and emotional support. 

I am pleased to inform you that we have now made it easier for our students to logon onto the one drive by having a 

one drive link on our school website, details on page 3.   

In our continuous effort to encourage and praise our students, our teaching staff will start awarding ‘achievement 
points’ for engagement on the learning platforms. The accumulated points will then be totalled up on our return to 
school and will be added to form time competitions and house points. 
 
On another note, as you may expect, the new term has brought with it some staffing changes. Many of you, are already 

aware that at the end of the term, we said farewell to two of our respected colleagues, Mr David and Miss Helliwell. 

With that in mind, I feel it is timely to pay a special tribute to Mr David who played a key role for 15 years in our won-

derful school. He will leave a gap in our hearts and minds. It is my great privilege to thank them both and wish them 

every success in their future endeavours.  

I am delighted to introduce and welcome the following esteemed colleagues who will complement our teaching team: 

Miss C Brooks  

Mrs T O’Neill  

Miss Yin 

Many congratulations to Mrs French, who has been appointed as our new Head of Year 7, Miss Francis, who has been 
appointed as our new Head of Year 5 and Mr Lysaght, who takes on the Head of PE position. We wish them every suc-
cess. 
 
As always, thank you for your continued support, but especially for your forbearance these past few weeks. Do please 
feel free to contact us on adminoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk. 

Keep well and God bless, 

M smith 

Headteacher 
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Keep Safe, Stay Well 

Staying at home and not seeing loved ones can take its toll on you. It is common to feel apprehensive, fearful, or helpless 
about the current situation. The Government and NHS have provided some tips and advice on how we can keep on top of 
our mental wellbeing and cope during times of uncertainty. Lots of information is available and there is a full list of wellbe-
ing advice from the Government at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-public-on-
mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-the-mental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19 

It includes things like: 

There is also advice about keeping your children informed and working from home. 
 
If you need to speak to someone, you can text or call:  

If you would like to access local support when you are struggling, the following advice might be of use: 

For further advice and tips visit: 

Best wishes and keep safe,  
Miss Croft, Assistant Head 

 SANEline: visit sane.org.uk, leave a message on 

07984 967 708 giving your first name and a con-

tact number or email support@sane.org.uk  

 CALM: visit thecalmzone.net. Calm is for men in 
the UK who need to talk or find information and 
support. They are open 5pm - midnight, 365 days 
a year. Call 0800 58 58 58 

  Samaritans: visit www.samaritans.org or call 116 
123. You can also email jo@samaritans.org  

 Shout Crisis Text line: text Shout to 85258 

 Young Minds: visit www.youngminds.org.uk or call 
the parents helpline 0808 802 5544 

 Connect with others 

 Offer support and help others 

 Talk about your worries 

 Be active (visit www.nhs.uk/live-well for ideas) 

 Look after your sleep 

 Try and manage difficult feelings 

 Stick to the facts and limit your news intake – use 
trustworthy sources such as www.gov.uk/
coronavirus or NHS websites. 

 Have a routine 

 Keep your mind active 

 Set goals and take time to focus on the present 

Bedfordshire Wellbeing Service: A range of confidential 

talking therapies and specialist support. Visit bedfordshire-

wellbeingservice.nhs.uk. Call: 01234 880400 or email elt-

tr.bedfordiapt@nhs.net. Email is quicker than calling at the 

moment. 

Mind BLMK: Go to www.mind-blmk.org.uk/ to find out the 
support where you live. Or call 0300 330 0648 and email 
hq@mind-blmk.org.uk.  

Kooth: Online counselling for young people. Visit 

www.kooth.com  

Mind Crisis Café: Phone support is available Tuesday to 

Friday, 5 - 11pm on 01582 722225 

Crisis Support 24/7: Luton and South Beds call: 01582 

538631, Bedford and North Beds call: 01234 315691. Visit 

www.elft.nhs.uk/Contact-Us/Need-help-now  

Every Mind Matters Mind Mental Health Foundation Heads Up 
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Updated OneDrive Instructions:  
 
To make logging in to the OneDrive easier we have added a OneDrive link to the school website.  
All you need to do is: 
 
 Go to www.prioryacademy.co.uk 
 Click on the paper clip icon in the top right-hand corner of the screen 
 Click on OneDrive 

 Click on the relevant Year Group 
 Enter your school email address and password 
You should now be able to see your subject folders 

You may find Mr Gower’s YouTube video demonstrating these instructions very useful:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6uWIC27WYY   

Social Media  

Follow us on social media as we are posting updates and fun, educational ideas for activities at home as well as daily puzzles.  

Facebook  

Click here to follow us on Facebook           

Twitter  

Click on the to the top right hand of our home page to see our Twitter Wall.  

Priory Academy - Learning during the Coronavirus 

We have added a document to the website providing guidance for remote learning and useful links. Click here to access.  

https://www.facebook.com/PrioryAcademyDunstable
https://twitter.com/Priory_Academy
http://www.prioryacademy.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6uWIC27WYY
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actionforhappiness.org are offering a free 

10 day email-based coaching programme.  

You’ll learn how to create happiness for 

yourself and others, and you’ll develop 

new, long-lasting skills to boost your   

everyday well-being.  

https://www.actionforhappiness.org/  
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