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Dear Parents, Carers & Students

Here we are at the end of our first Autumn Half Term which I must add, has gone by very quickly. In the

words of Virgil, the ancient Roman poet: Tempus fugit (time flies). Wise words that draw our attention to the

rapid passage of time! I guess Harvey Mackay’s assessment of time was not only wise, but quite profound:

“Time is free, but it’s priceless. You can’t own it, but you can use it. You can’t keep it, but you can spend it.

Once you’ve lost it you can never get it back.” With that focus on precious time, I am so proud to report that

these past few weeks our young people have used and spent their time wisely at school, developing,

learning and demonstrating some of most precious human attributes: kindness, cooperation and

generosity.

I’m sure that I will be forgiven for confessing my sense of pride in our school, once again, as I see acts of

kindness, respect and generosity throughout our community. However, it is delightful to hear from other

members of the community, praising our students’ acts of kindness outside of the school. With that in mind,

I must pay tribute to:

Jayden Barry, Sam Cronin, Ollie Thaker, Joe Cleaver, Freddie Barnett, Lester Jay and Matthew Byrne for

their presence of mind, bravery and kindness in managing a very difficult accident and looking after their

friend Kai so well.  Well done boys!

Acts of generosity are always commendable, but during difficult economic periods are overwhelmingly

admirable. This said, my sincere thanks go to all our parents, carers and students who have given

generously in support of our Harvest festival collection in aid of Dunstable Food bank this year. A big well

done to ‘Tolerentia’ who collected the most items and won this House event!

Our virtual Open Evening event material is now available on our website. I must say a very big thank you to

Miles and Sophiya, our Head Boy and Head Girl, and Charlie and Lois, two of our Year 6 students, who

spoke so brilliantly about their experiences at Priory. 

Many, many congratulations to our poetry competition winners: Taashi, Ryan and Katy and a big thank you

to Miss Khatun for organising this event and the virtual debating sessions. 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank everyone within our community, parents, carers, students and

staff for your positivity and resilience during these past few weeks. Have a great half-term!

We look forward to seeing the students return to school on Monday 2 November 2020. 

Warmest regards,

Mrs M Smith

Head Teacher
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Headteacher's Commendations

Many congratulations to the following students:

Joshua Underwood 5A - for being polite, hardworking and kind. For doing his best in every

single lesson. 

Maria Velea 5A - for always answering questions and working incredibly hard. 

Kodi O'Neill 5A - for being incredibly enthusiastic and hardworking in every lesson. 

Oscar Ung 6A - for excellent attitude to learning & is kind and caring.

Ella Balagova, Tami Lawrencin, Ella-Grace Sewell, Chloe Smith & George Webb 6L 

Ryan Brimmell 7L & Tamar Saunders-Fern 7A - for fantastic effort and hard work in History

Freddie Barnett, Jayden Barry, Matthew Byrne, Joe Cleaver, Sam Cronin, Lester Jay & Oliver

Thaker Year 8 - for behaving maturely  and with real presence of mind to ensure an injured

student was kept calm and received the right first aid following an accident. Well done boys!

Year 8 boys - the boys were playing on the field and showed the Priory values of kindness and

co-operation when they went out of their way to be inclusive, give every one a chance and

cheer them on - all without any prompting! Wonderful display of values and team spirit - Mrs

French couldn't be prouder!

Karen Lukasik 9R & Rhianna Dryden 9T - for fantastic effort and hard work in History

Eleanor Rawlings 9R & Louisa Kellegher 9A - for high achievement, enthusiasm and all round

excellent attitude to learning in Science.

Madison Coupe 10L, Louis Jeffrey 10R, Matthew George 10L & Freya Eason 10R - for fantastic

test results in Science. 

Joseph O'Donnell 11L, Max Green 11L, Neil Fowler 11 R, Ethan Brown 11L, Noura Benmoussa

11A & Josh Li 11R - fantastic test results in Science.

Taylor Macleod 11R - for amazing hard work and fantastic feedback from his teachers across all

subjects. 

Lillie Beard 11A - for fantastic behaviour and focus this academic year. 

Sophiya Kiani 11A & Miles Ellis 11R - for their continued fantastic representation of the school

and organisation of the Year 11 committee.

Year 11 Drama students - for being amazing and dedicated in learning their lines and

developing their performances ready for their exam in November.  



Harvest Collection

Thank you to all of the tutor groups from Years 5-10 who donated items 
for our Harvest collection!

There have been lots of items donated which will make a significant difference to those people who are finding the
current situation very difficult. 

The house who donated the most items were Tolerantia! All students have been awarded 10 House Points!

2nd Place were Reverentia and received 8 House Points each. 

3rd Place were Libertas and received 6 House Points each.

4th Place were Aequitas and received 4 House Points each. 

Thank you to the parents and guardians of all our students 
who have donated generously; The Dunstable Foodbank 
are sure to be very grateful for your kindness. 

Mr Golding 
House Leader

Pavement Parking - a message from Sustrans working in Partnership with 
Central Bedfordshire Council

The Department for Transport is consulting on pavement parking. 

In a recent parent survey, 416 respondents raised concerns about pavement parking in 
Central Bedfordshire, so we know it is an issue for many. 

People with mobility issues or double buggies find pavement parking particularly challenging. It’s also nice for
pupils and parents to be able to walk side-by-side for safety and to make the walk to school a sociable time. It can
be particularly problematic when pedestrians are forced on to the road, as pavement parking can obscure the
sight-lines of pedestrians and drivers. For smaller children, sight-lines are further impaired. 

Sustrans is supporting Option 3 of the government consultation. The reasons for this can be viewed here:
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/opinion/2020/october/pavement-parking-in-england-have-your-say-now/ 

You may or may not agree with this, but what is important is you have the opportunity to get your views across via
the consultation before it closes on 22nd November 2020. 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/2XI2G/

One further crucial stakeholder group that should not miss out from this opportunity to comment are our children
and young people. Why not take the opportunity to discuss the issue with them and include their views as part of
your consultation response? Here is a clip to show children to get the discussion started, demonstrating the
particular problems faced by people with sight loss https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vkhu-nwlL0A

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/opinion/2020/october/pavement-parking-in-england-have-your-say-now/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/opinion/2020/october/pavement-parking-in-england-have-your-say-now/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/2XI2G/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vkhu-nwlL0A


The Big Debate #SaveSephy

Our Year 9s have been studying ‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie
Blackman this term. The novel follows the journey of childhood friends,
Sephy and Callum, as they navigate through an alternate society whilst
facing growing social divides, racism and inequality which will serve to
bring them together or force them apart once and for all. 

Two classes have been debating about the likeability of Sephy Hadley.
Mrs Morris’ class felt that she was an unsympathetic character who was
selfish whilst Miss Khatun’s class argued that Sephy was a flawed
protagonist with the potential to grow and develop as the novel
progressed.  

We knew we had to settle this so we did what we had to and set up a
virtual debate, bringing both classes together to share their views. 

Great arguments and rebuttals were made from both sides and our
students demonstrated nothing less than respect, adaptability and 
passion - it was virtually impossible to choose a winning side! 

Well done to 9L and 9A!

Priory PE t-shirt  
Plain navy/black jacket (no hood)      
Plain navy/black fleece or jumper
Plain navy/black jogging bottoms     
Plain navy/black shorts      
Plain navy-blue long socks      
Football boots 

Year 11 PE Kit:  

Please note: football jackets, leggings, cycling
shorts and hoodies are not acceptable. Small
logos are accepted but large logos/branding are
not. 

Priory PE t-shirt      
Priory PE jacket and/or Priory PE ¼ zip fleece      
Plain navy jogging bottoms  
Plain navy shorts      
Plain navy-blue long socks     
Football boots 

Years 5-10 PE Kit

Please note: football jackets, leggings, cycling
shorts and hoodies are not acceptable. 

The Priory branded kit can be ordered from Best Look - Click here for the Order Form.

We will be grateful for you support in this matter.

PE Kit Reminder

https://prioryacademy.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Best-Look-Order-Form.pdf?t=1603440652?ts=1603440652


A big thank you to all the students to

who submitted a poem for the school

competition: dozens of entries were

received and we thoroughly enjoyed

reading each and every one of them!

Congratulations to the Priory poets

below who demonstrated nothing less

than imagination and creativity! Each

winner received a certificate of

achievement and £10 worth of

Amazon vouchers!

KS2 Winner: Taashi P on her poem about the beauty of nature. 
KS3 Winner: Ryan B on his poem about the wonders of this world. 
KS4 Winner: Katy O on her poem written from the perspective of ‘Death’.

National Poetry Day Winners 2020



Chance to compete in a national event

Opportunity to step out of your comfort zone

Build your self confidence

Learn valuable public speaking and

performance skills

Discover the world of poetry in a new way

Improve your memory

Learn a poem that you can keep for life!

And much more... 

Individual feedback from the judges and a

certificate, plus books and poetry goodies for

the best performances

CLASSIC - the top 10 in each key stage invited

to perform in front of top UK poets at special

prize ceremony hosted at the British Library in

London. PLUS Poetry By Heart champions

trophies for the top 3. And one key stage 4 or 5

student will be invited to represent England as a

student poetry reciting showcase in Canada!

CELEBRATION - the 10 best nationally invited

to perform in front of top UK poets at a special

prize ceremony hosted at the British Library in

London. 

What does it look like?
Visit the Poetry By Heart performance gallery to find

examples of the 2020 finalists reciting their poems.

What are the benefits of taking part?

What will I win?

Visit the Poetry By Heart website and explore

the poems on the digital anthologies.

Choose 2 poems that you like for CLASSIC -

one pre-1914 and one post-1914. 

Choose 1 poem you like for CELEBRATION

Learn your poems by heart

Practice reciting them 

Recite your poems in school.

Voice - 1-7 points - natural accent, volume,

rhythm, speed and stress contribute to overall

effect. 

Understanding - 1-7 points - clearly &

powerfully communicate the meaning of the

poem to the audience.

Presentation - 1-7 points - overall effect of the

recitation - including making eye contact,

appearing confident and using appropriate body

language

Accuracy - 4 points - a word perfect recitation

required for full marks. 

How can I take part?

How is the competition judged?

A national poetry competition in which pupils aged 7-18 from schools and colleges in England

compete by performing poems they have learned by heart. 

It starts with a contest in our school to select who will go forward to the national competition. 

There are two competition types - you can chose one or do both. 

The CLASSIC competition is for individuals - 2 poems from the Poetry By Heart website, one

published before 1914 and one in or after 1914. 

The CELEBRATION competition is for individuals or groups - 1 poem from the Poetry By Heart

website, performed any way you would like. 

What is it?

Poetry By Heart is a national competition in which
young people in key stages 2, 3, 4 and 5 choose
poems they love, learn them by heart and perform
them in a school or college competition.

More information to be provided after half term! In the meantime, go on the Poetry by
Heart website and have a look through the poems on offer!

https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/
https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/performance-gallery/
https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/


Guiding them to books appropriate to their ability and interests
Asking probing questions as your child reads and before quizzing
Pairing your child with others, reading with or reading to your child.

A Parent's Guide to Accelerated Reader™
What is Accelerated Reader (AR)?
AR is a computer program that helps teachers manage and monitor children's independent reading practice. Your
child picks a book at his/her own level and reads it at his/her own pace. When finished, your child takes a short
quiz on the computer - passing the quiz is an indication that your child has understood what has been read. 

Teachers may assist pupils by:

Since they are reading books at their own reading and interests levels, most children are likely to be successful
and enjoy the books and quizzes. Best of all they learn and grow at their own pace. 

How can I help my child become a better reader?
As with anything, performance improves with practice. According to Renaissance Learning's research, children
who read at least 20 minutes a day with a 90% comprehension rate on AR quizzes see the greatest gains.
Encourage your child to read at home, discuss books, ask questions about what they have read and visit your local
library. 

What is a STAR Reading test?
STAR Reading is used to determine your child's reading level. It is a computer based reading assessment program
that uses computer-adaptive technology. Questions continually adjust to your child's responses. If the child's
response is correct, the difficulty level is increased. If the child cannot answer a question or answers incorrectly,
the difficulty level is reduced. The test uses multiple-choice questions and takes approximately 20 mins. 

What is a Book Level?
Book Levels are reported using the ATOS™ readability formula and represent the difficulty of the text. The levels
range from 0.2-13.5. Books are chosen based on the ZPD range recommended for each pupil by STAR Reading. 

What is s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)?
ZPD is the range of books that will challenge a child without causing frustration or loss of motivation. Your child will
receive a ZPD, or reading range after taking a STAR Reading test. It is important for children to read with a high
degree of comprehension and within his/her ZPD.

What are points?
Every book that has an AR Reading Practice Quiz is given a points value. AR points are based on the length of the
book (number of words). Pupils earn a percentage of points according to how well they pass the quiz. 

How can I find further information?
Visit AR BookFinder at www.arbookfind.co.uk to conduct a search of all available books with AR quizzes. Visit
Renaissance Learning for more product information, www.renlearn.co.uk

Our Key Stage 2 pupils participate in the Accelerated

Reader (AR™) program. If you have questions, please

feel free to contact your child’s teacher or visit the

Accelerated Reader Website at www.renlearn.co.uk

Year 5

Alice Glyn 5A
Ethan Griffiths 5A
Scarlett Baulk 5T
Sena Kapancigil 5T
Elena Velea 5A

132,735
130,271
44,656
40,934
40,401

Year 6

Christopher Lim 6T
Sandy Schogger 6R
Florence Moore 6T
Andreas Igbetta 6T
Elsie Bacon 6R

532,890
295,921
177,282
176,710
175,093

Accelerated Reader Top 5
These students have read and amazing number of books already this year and are well on
their way to becoming Word Millionaires!

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/


Celebrating Halloween differently this year - a suggestion for
parents/ carers/ children from Central Bedfordshire Council

Halloween is only a few weeks away but with Government restrictions in place across the

country to slow the spread of COVID-19, Halloween celebrations are likely to be a little bit

different this year.

An alternative to trick or treating - with social distancing guidelines in place and with recent

research showing that the virus can stay on surfaces for longer than previously thought, trick or

treating might not be practical.  So this year, why not organise your own community pumpkin

hunt?  

We have created a poster to print off and 

stick in your window.  Household groups 

can then make their way safely around 

your neighbourhood, being careful to stay 

2 metres away from anyone not in their 

household.  Whenever children spot a 

pumpkin in a window, their parents can 

give them a treat!  With sweets only 

circulating amongst households, we’ll all 

avoid the risk of touching surfaces that 

others have been in contact with.

By sticking to household groups and 

spotting pumpkins from a distance, 

we’ll all be able to follow social 

distancing rules as we won’t be 

crowding around doors trick or 

treating. 

All of these small steps can help us 

reduce our chances of picking up or 

transmitting the virus.

Click here to download the Halloween window poster.

https://centralbedfordshire.box.com/s/qtsvivxgdppal7irxdfso6fba13e3f4g
https://centralbedfordshire.box.com/s/qtsvivxgdppal7irxdfso6fba13e3f4g


https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FKVZYW3




If you are interested in joining us at this exciting time, further details and application packs

are available from HR@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk or on 01727 734424.

We reserve the right to make an appointment before the closing date, so early applications are encouraged.

Scholars’ Education Trust is an equal opportunities employer. The Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Applicants must be

willing to undergo child protection screening, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring

Service.

Vacancies

Required for January 2021 to the end of the year in the first instance. A permanent post may be available for the right

candidate.  

Sir John Lawes is an innovative and highly successful school (rated Ofsted Outstanding). We are seeking a talented and

effective Teacher of German, with French and/or Spanish to join our successful team. The faculty teaches French and

German to Years 7-13 and Spanish in Year 9 and GCSE. We have excellent facilities, thriving GCSE and A level groups

and we achieve excellent results.

We offer an environment with a supportive induction and professional development programme, recognising that our

teachers are the reason for our continuing success. Our status as a Teaching School and lead school within the Alban

Teaching School Alliance means we are able to offer an excellent NQT induction programme and the highest quality of

support to more experienced staff. Sir John Lawes School has been part of the Scholars’ Education Trust since 2012.

Closing date:   Thursday 5 November 2020, Midday

Interview date: Tuesday 10 November 2020

All Bands, NQTs will be considered
Full Time
Required for January 2021

TEACHER OF GERMAN, WITH FRENCH AND/OR SPANISH

Sir John Lawes School, Manland Way, Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 4QP | www.sjl.herts.sch.uk

Robert Barclay Academy is part of Scholars’ Education Trust.  We are looking for an enthusiastic and inspirational

Psychology, Health and Social Care, and RE Teacher to teach at all age groups.

This is a very exciting time to join a dynamic teaching team who are committed to the continued progression the school is

making.

NQT’s are welcome to apply for this post as we have an established NQT Trust  programme.

The Academy is part of Scholars’ Education Trust creating a formal link with Sir John Lawes School (OFSTED

Outstanding). We offer an innovative induction programme and professional development programme both at Robert

Barclay Academy and across the Trust, recognising that our staff is the key to our success.

Closing date:   Monday 9 November 2020, 9am

Interview date: TBC

Salary MPS/UPS Inclusive of Fringe Allowance
Maternity Cover

SOCIAL SCIENCE TEACHER

 Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 8JY | www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/391/current-vacancies/career/1125/teacher-of-german-with-french-andor-spanish
https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies-2/career/1121/social-science-teacher


Sir John Lawes School has a requirement to appoint additional members to its team of committed, friendly exam

invigilators. The main external examination season runs through May and June, with other exams and assessments held

periodically throughout the year from November to July. You must be punctual, have a flexible attitude to work, be able to

demonstrate an attention to detail and possess good communication and IT skills. You must be available from 8.00am to

11.30am for morning sessions and from 1pm to 4.30pm for afternoon sessions.

Training will be provided online

Closing date:   Monday 2 November 2020, 9am

Interview date: Thursday 12 November 2020

£9.90 p/h including holiday pay

EXAM INVIGILATORS

Sir John Lawes School, Manland Way, Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 4QP | www.sjl.herts.sch.uk

An exciting opportunity has arisen at Robert Barclay Academy. We are seeking to appoint a friendly and highly organised

person to join our school as a receptionist with responsibility for trips administration. This post is varied, extremely busy

and relies on the postholder maintaining a calm and professional manner at all times. You will be the first point of contact

for our community, welcoming pupils, parents, staff, and other visitors, so exceptional interpersonal skills are an essential

prerequisite. The successful candidate will ideally have worked in a similar administration environment.

A professional dress code is expected.

Closing date:   Monday 9 November 2020, 9am

Interview date: TBC

Grade: H3
Hours: 8am to 4pm Monday to Friday (37 hrs) Term Time + INSET
Actual salary: £16,900

RECEPTIONIST

Robert Barclay Academy,  Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 8JY | www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

We are looking for an enthusiastic and practical person for the role of Site Assistant at SRA. It is essential you have good

practical skills, a proactive attitude, and an interest in maintaining our school buildings and grounds, and are willing to be

trained to drive our school minibuses. You will be joining a supportive premises team to support this fast-growing

Academy, which is a part of the Scholars’ Education Trust. 

Samuel Ryder Academy is a fantastic environment to work within and our well-established site team are looking for a fun,

caring, team player to join them.

Closing date:   Monday 9 November 2020, 9am

Interview date: Week commencing 16 November 2020

Grade: H2 / H3 - £19,188 - £20,324 Depending on experience and qualifications
Hours: 37 hrs per week, 52 weeks full year – with generous holiday allowance
Contract: Full-time 52 week contract
Starting January 2021

SITE ASSISTANT 

Samuel Ryder Academy, Drakes Drive, St Albans, Herts AL1 5AR | www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk

If you are interested in joining us at this exciting time, further details and application packs

are available from HR@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk or on 01727 734424.

We reserve the right to make an appointment before the closing date, so early applications are encouraged.

Scholars’ Education Trust is an equal opportunities employer. The Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Applicants must be

willing to undergo child protection screening, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring

Service.

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/391/current-vacancies/career/1124/exam-invigilators
https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies-2/career/1122/receptionist
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies/career/1142/site-assistant
http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies/career/1142/site-assistant

