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Dear Parent, Carers and Students, 

I hope this newsletter finds you in good health and high spirits. Well here we are, on the first day of 

May! Traditionally, the first of May, also referred to as May Day, is International Labour Day, cele-

brating the work force. It seems an opportune moment to pay tribute to all the keyworkers in our 

community for supporting us these past few weeks. As such, I wish everyone a very Happy May 

Day, especially our wonderful ‘keyworkers’. 

Spending time with our families is something that we all cherish, but being together for weeks, 

stuck in the house, can become taxing! Once again, it is worth being reminded that this lockdown 

will not be forever and, hopefully, we will soon be through it. 

Relationships play an important role in our mental health, especially in the lockdown period. Look-

ing after each other, appreciating one another, brushing over the short comings, but praising the 

positives are ways that can help us get through these tough times with love and grace. 

Finally, it is wonderful to see and hear how our team of teachers have been relentless in their 

efforts to keep in touch with so many of our parents and students. My sincere thanks go, not only 

to all of our teachers, but also to you the parents for your messages of support and thanks. I must 

say, it is much appreciated. 

Keep well, stay safe and God bless, 

Mrs M Smith 

Headteacher 

https://www.facebook.com/PrioryAcademyDunstable
https://twitter.com/Priory_Academy
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READ ALL ABOUT IT!  
 
Download BorrowBox on your app store.  
 
The BorrowBox app makes it easy to browse, borrow and read  
or listen to your library's eBooks and eAudiobooks anywhere,  
everywhere.  
 
The app is linked to your local Library so you must have a valid  
Library membership.  

Did you know? The Young Walter 
Scott Prize is the UK's only creative 
writing prize for budding historical 
novelists and is open to writers aged 
11 to 19. They're open to entries 
now! What are you waiting for?  
 
Enter: If you have a story of between 
800 and 2000 words, set in a time 
before you were born, you can enter 
the Young Walter Scott Prize who are 
now open for entries. The closing 
date is 31st October 2020. Entries 
are judged in two age groups – 11 to 
15 years and 16 to 19 years. Any kind 
of fiction is accepted – prose, poetry, 
drama, fictional letters or reportage 
 
Please visit www.ywsp.co.uk for 
more information.  

https://www.facebook.com/PrioryAcademyDunstable
https://twitter.com/Priory_Academy
http://www.ywsp.co.uk/




7 Top Tips to Support Reading at Home
Shared reading is a great way to develop children’s language and communication and 
to boost their reading skills. Regular reading routines can offer lots of opportunities for 
learning during school closures.

Talk about the joy of reading whenever you can. Your child is on an amazing 
journey to becoming a reader.  Put them in the driving seat and have fun 
on the way! For example, ‘choose your favourite story for bedtime tonight.’

Maintain the 
motivation to read7

When you’ve finished reading, talk about what happened. Acting out the 
things that happened in the story or describing the big idea of a chapter 
is really fun and maximises learning. For example, ‘can you remember all 
the things that happened on the bear hunt?’

Ask your child to 
summarise what 
they have read

4

Make books a part of the family. Encourage your child to share them with 
a relative or friend, over a video call. Laugh about them when you are 
making meals together. For example, ‘I hope the tiger doesn’t come to 
tea today!’

Read and discuss 
reading with friends 
or family

6

If it is a book, look at the front cover—or the last chapter—and talk about 
what might happen next. Look for clues in the book and be a reading 
detective! For example, ‘can you see the bear on the front cover? Where 
do you think he will go?’

Ask your child to 
make predictions 
about what they 
have read

3

Write, or draw pictures, from anything you’ve read! Big writing and 
pictures are even more fun. For example, use an old roll of wallpaper to 
make a treasure map with clues from the stories you’ve read together.

Ask your child to 
write about what 
they have read

5

All reading matters. Shared reading is about ‘reading with’, not just 
‘reading to’ (even for older children). So, ask lots of ‘Wh’ questions, such 
as Who? What? When? Where? Why? Try them when talking about 
books: for example, ‘what do you think Harry is feeling?’

Ask your child lots 
of questions2

Don’t worry too much about the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of reading each day. 
Books are great —but leaflets, comics, recipes and instructions on a 
webpage can all be great too. Following a recipe to make some cupcakes 
is valuable reading. Be on the lookout for reading, wherever it is!

Concentrate on 
reading quality 
(it isn’t all about 
reading lots!)
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