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The National Poetry Day Competition
Drop Everything and Read Programme 
‘Maximise’ for Years 10 and 11
Bikeability (Cycling Proficiency)
House events

Year 5     8:15- 8:20
Year 6     8:20- 8:25
Year 7     8:15- 8:20
Year 8     8:20- 8:25
Year 9     8:25- 8:30
Year 10     8:25- 8:30
Year 11     8:25- 8:30

Dear Parents, Carers & Students

The autumnal weather and COVID have certainly not dampened our spirits here at Priory. It is heart-warming to
see that our dedicated staff do go above and beyond ensuring that our young people can still benefit from a
wide variety of extra-curricular opportunities considering all the protective measures for our students.

In the past few days, these have included the following:

As I mentioned in my earlier newsletter, our iPad initiative has been met with great enthusiasm and the uptake
has been overwhelming. In light of the success of this project, I am very pleased to inform you that we will be
continuing this process for our Year 8s and then finally, our Year 7 students in the next few weeks.

Ordinarily, we will be sprucing up our display boards and getting ourselves ready to welcome our prospective
parents and students to our Open Evening, but as I mentioned in my last newsletter, this event will be replaced
by a virtual Open Evening this year, which will be available on 20th October 2020.

Our Harvest Festival collection of food and toiletries have been pouring in. A very big thank you to everyone for
your generous donations towards a very worthy charity, Dunstable Food Bank. As always, I am overwhelmed
with the generosity and kindness of our community. 

Once again, I must praise and thank our students for their brilliant conduct under the current circumstances,
which have included following new rules and guidance, however I would like to remind our students about their
allocated morning arrival times:

Nationally, social distancing remains an important factor in our fight against COVID. As such, I would be grateful
if parents would be mindful of that when collecting their children at the end of the school day.
As always, thank you for your continued support. 

Warmest regards,
Mrs M Smith
Head Teacher
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Headteacher's Commendations

Many congratulations to the following students:

Joby-Zachery Spencer (Year 5) - for amazing effort in maths and always being incredibly

enthusiastic

Rocco Sansone  (Year 5) - For wonderful art work and helping with a classroom display

Nel Plachciok (Year 5) - For wonderful art work and helping with a classroom display

Ava Cady (Year 6) - For her exceptional English work.

Lois Lese and Charlie Samsa (Year 6) - For delivering fantastic speeches for the Priory

Academy Virtual Open Evening.

Tamar Saunders-Fern and Jack Rawlings (Year 7) - For their fantastic travel blogs on Japan in

English

Viduni Abeysundara, Shaan Bhadusia, Sophia Cook, Chanel Ferguson, Soham Mantri, Emily

Murphy, Olivia Murphy and Xaria Taverner (Year 7) - For consistent hard work and effort in

English.

Grace Balaam, Mikey Blair, Freya James, Ella Page-Wake, Jonah Sweetman (Year 10) - For

consistent hard work and effort in English.

Maddison Coupe, Holly Shimpe, Louis Jeffery, Freya Eason, Anna Neil, Amber Shepherd &

Lana Bowen (Year 10) - For their continued hard work and effort in Science.  

Ajai Abassi, Neil Fowler, Noura Benmoussa, Max Green, Amy Cartwright, Josh Li, Ethan Brown

& Joseph O'Donnell (Year 11) - For their continued hard work and great test results in Science.

Nevada Aravinthan and Noura Benmoussa (Year 11) - Both students are taking part in the

"Oxford Project" which aims to open University Pathways to our Year 11 students. Over

lockdown, they both produced exceptional presentations and received awards from the course

coordinators. A great achievement which has reflected extremely positively on the School.



Tinned carrots/peas

Tinned broad/cut beans

Tinned potatoes

Tinned fruit

Tinned spaghetti

Breakfast bars

Sponge pudding

Tinned rice pudding

Tinned custard

Savoury snacks

Crisps

Harvest Collection

This week in school we have been thinking about Generosity. 

We will be collecting items for  Dunstable Foodbank until Friday 16 October.

Most needed items:

Items will be collected in tutor groups and the House with the most items will win points towards winning

the House Cup!

Year 10 and Year 11

As part of our Study Skills Programme, we are pleased to be
able to inform you that all our students at KS4 are being
offered the opportunity to work with ‘Maximise Your
Potential’. 
‘Maximise Your Potential’ are a company that have
developed a range of high-impact study skills programmes
for each of the secondary school years, with each one
focusing on the most relevant topics for a specific year.

They support students to understand the benefits of good
study practice, and to take ownership of their learning, and
provide them with a range of evidence-based study
skills which will deliver measurable results. They encourage
a ‘can-do’ attitude, and help students to understand the
importance of resilience.
The feedback from our students so far that have taken part
has been fantastic and overwhelmingly positive!

In addition to this, we will be working with Year 11 tutor
groups on structuring and planning their revision and using
Seneca Learning and GCSE Pod – both free to sign up to
and covering the majority of the content taught across KS4. 

Mrs Morris
AHT for T&L

Prescription medication

Medical items

Fresh foods

Foods requiring

refrigeration 

Items we cannot accept:



National Poetry Day 2020

On Thursday 1st October 2020, Priory Academy celebrated National Poetry Day. This year's theme is on

vision and we're pleased to say that dozens of entries were received for our whole school competition. 

We were thoroughly impressed by the depth and imagination of the entries! 

Winners of each Key Stage will be announced in the upcoming weeks - watch this space. 

Thank you again to all those who participated. 

Miss Khatun.

Here are a few snippets from entries we've had so far:

Katy Orchard  - Year 9

Ethan Keating - Year 7

Vision

Olivia Cowley  - Year 7



Louisa Kellegher - Year 9

Vision of blindness 

Nevada Aravinthan - Year 11. 

I can never vision flowers too many times,

Each one is a delicate bloom,

Flowers are soft and warm with nectors sweet,

A work of art that’s never complete.

I can never vision the ocean too many times,

The fresh smell of the sea,

I imagine its coldness on a hot day,

As the tide comes and goes away.

I can never vision fireworks too many times,

The warmth and excitement it embarks,

A shooting star exploding into thousands of sparks,

Glittering, glimmering and glowing.

Everyone can see the world’s beauty and nature,

But someone like me always wishes to see,

Lift your head and look around you,

Don’t be blind when you don’t have to.

Isla Linforth - Year 5

Kirsten Jaggs - Year 9











Sir John Lawes School is looking to appoint a Teaching Assistant to work with the SENCO across KS3 and KS4.

We are looking for applicants who put the experience of the child at the heart of their practice, someone eager to extend

children’s learning and make it fun.

The successful candidate will set themselves high personal standards and be keen to develop professionally to support

the school’s creative curriculum approach to learning. 

A professional dress code is expected.

Further details and application forms are available from HR at hr@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk, the Trust website

www.scholarseducationtrust.co.uk or on 01727 734424. CVs will not be accepted.

Closing date:   Monday 12 October 2020 9am

Interview date: Wednesday 14 October 2020

Grade: H2
Hours: 37 hrs per week
Contract: Initial 1-year fixed term contract – term-time plus 5 days INSET 
Actual salary: £15,900 - £16,500 per annum including Fringe

TEACHING ASSISTANT

Sir John Lawes School - Manland Way, Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 4QP | www.sjl.herts.sch.uk

We reserve the right to make an appointment before the closing date, so early applications are encouraged.

Scholars’ Education Trust is an equal opportunities employer. The Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Applicants must be

willing to undergo child protection screening, including checks with past employers and the Disclosure and Barring

Service.

Vacancies

Sir John Lawes is an innovative and highly successful school (rated Ofsted Outstanding). We are seeking a well-qualified

and engaging teacher to join our dynamic Design and Technology department made up of enthusiastic specialist

teachers. You will be an excellent classroom practitioner, creative and well organised. You will be required to teach

across the full ability range within KS3, KS4 and KS5. 

We offer an environment with a supportive induction and professional development programme, recognising that our

teachers are the reason for our continuing success. Our status as a Teaching School and lead school within the Alban

Teaching School Alliance means we are able to offer an excellent NQT induction programme and the highest quality of

support to more experienced staff. Sir John Lawes School has been part of the Scholars’ Education Trust since 2012.

Further details and an application form are available from HR at hr@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk, the school website

www.sjl.herts.sch.uk or on 01727 734424.

Closing date:   Monday 12th October 2020 12.00pm

Interview date: Thursday 15th  October 2020

All Bands, NQTs will be considered
Full Time
Required for January 2021

TEACHER OF DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Sir John Lawes School - Manland Way, Harpenden, Hertfordshire AL5 4QP | www.sjl.herts.sch.uk


