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Introduction and Aims 
 
The purpose of this document is to support children and their families through the Coronavirus 

outbreak, when school is closed and student learning needs to take place remotely. The aims 

are to provide children and families with clear guidance on how best to study remotely, while 

still considering how the wellbeing of students, parents and teachers can be protected during 

this time. 
 

This guidance document begins by sharing key principles and guidance for remote learning. It 

then continues with practical suggestions of apps, websites and resources, which have been 

collated by teachers so that their students have a bank of home learning resources for different 

subjects. This list will mean that your child should never be at a loss for what to do to help them 

learn within each subject area, even if they have finished the work sent by their teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 



Guidance and Principles 
 
 
 

As parents, you will know the best ways to support your children’s learning at home, but what follows 

is a set of guidelines and principles that are drawn from the professional expertise within the school 

and from wider research. 
 
 
 

1.    No one knows how things will change in this unprecedented time. New methods and 

approaches to remote learning will be used and shared as they come to light. Therefore, please 

be flexible and treat this information as guidance rather than rigid expectations. Different 

parents, children and teachers will be struggling at different times with their own health, the 

health of those they live with, or the challenges of ensuring their own children are learning 

remotely. Safety and wellbeing are the priorities now, so it is brilliant if we can think creatively 

to ensure children learn without compromising these, but please put schooling in perspective. 

When school returns, our staff will be more than capable of making sure that your child is 

supported in their learning in the normal way and that they are still able to make progress in 

their education. 

 
2.    Teachers will aim to set work weekly (although the work may be project based and for over a 

number of weeks).  This is likely to be at the start of each week. However, this may not always 

be possible, depending on whether teachers are ill, looking after ill family, or facing other 

challenges which prevent them from setting work at a regular time each week. If your child 

does not receive work for one of their subjects over the course of a week, they can use the 

subject‐specific activities and resources suggested in the ‘Resources for Remote Learning’ 

section of this document, until their teacher is able to send more specific work. Therefore, 

there is no need to email the teacher, if there is no work from one subject in one week. 

 
3.    Children should plan their learning and aim to stick to a timetable. The best way of doing 

this is for your child to plan their week around their school timetable. This can be done flexibly, 

giving slightly more weight to subjects or topics a child feels they need more practice with. 

The weekly tasks set on One Drive should give children an indication of the work they need 

to do each week, so they may wish to adapt their weekly timetable to reflect the work they 

have been set by teachers during that week. It is also important to include exercise in a daily 

timetable. This could mean starting each day with the Joe Wicks workout at 9am, but should 

also include a walk, run or physical activity in the garden, where possible. 

 
4.    Teacher feedback.  Th is  will inevitably be less frequent than when school is open and is 

dependent on whether the teacher is ill, looking after ill family, or struggling to support the 

remote learning of their own children. This is nothing to worry about, because the process of 

engaging with the learning is more important than getting work assessed during this time. 

When activities are shared, teachers will explain how or whether they would like work returned 

for feedback. In some cases, teachers will provide their students with answer sheets, success 

criteria or model responses, so that students can self‐assess.  

 
5.    Encourage your child to manage their own expectations and anxiety. Teachers often aim to 

set their students more than enough work, so that all children have opportunities to keep 

actively learning and challenging themselves. But teachers also realise that it is difficult for 

all children to be on top of everything that is set as well as finding time for exercise, chores, 

reading for pleasure and musical instrument practice, battling with unreliable technology, and 

finding some time to rest and play. Therefore, your child should be encouraged not to worry if 



they do not stick exactly to their timetable or complete every task they are set. They should do 

their best to engage with activities and respond with completed work where the teacher has 

asked, but children should do this for the benefit of their own learning and not allow this to 

cause unnecessary stress. Teachers will not be setting remote detentions for incomplete work! 

 
6.    Teachers appreciate that the prospect of remote learning can be stressful for parents too. 

Parents should not feel that they have to teach a lesson at home and should not see this time 

as home‐schooling. Rather, it is remote learning: teachers communicate activities to their 

students and parents can support these. Therefore, if a child is struggling with a query about 

the work and parents feel that they do not have the subject‐specific expertise to help them, 

please encourage your child to solve the problem by referring back to the teacher’s resources, 

contacting friends, or contacting their teacher if they are really stuck. 

 
7.    Find ways to support remote learning without it being a burden for parents. Many children, 

especially in younger years, will need parents to sit with them as they understand some of the 

tasks they have been set. This can become very burdensome on parents, especially if they have 

several school‐aged children. Teachers do appreciate this and are trying to set work that their 

students can get on with independently, as much as possible. Parents could also give 

themselves a break by using multi‐media and educational broadcasts. BBC Bitesize has been 

particularly useful for this. or encouraging their children to use self‐directed learning tools like 

Hegarty Maths and Memrise. Furthermore, it will help both a child’s ability to concentrate on 

learning and parents’ wellbeing if your child has access to a quiet space in which to work. 

 
8.    See the value in wider learning opportunities. Your child will receive lots of activities from 

their teachers but learning from home also offers opportunities for a range of other valuable 

learning experiences. For example, regular silent reading or listening to audiobooks are some 

of the best ways a child can develop their knowledge and thinking skills. Creative, family‐

oriented activities such as art, music, creative writing, craft and even playing board games are 

all valuable learning activities. Life lessons and opportunities for children to help around the 

house/family are also part of a valuable education. 

 
9.    Be aware of the advantages and disadvantages of technology. It is often helpful for teachers 

to set their students tasks to complete using their phones, tablets or laptops. In addition, apps 

like Hegarty Maths and Memrise give children really useful, simple and engaging learning 

routines, and immediate feedback. However, as parents, you will also be very aware of the 

battles over screen time, how easily children are distracted by technology (even when it is 

used for work), the considerable time children will spend staring at a screen during this period 

of remote learning, and the research that suggests the risks of over‐using 



screens. Therefore, it is good practice to prescribe the times when your child can use a screen: 

perhaps only for schoolwork  during the hours of your child’s timetable and then only for a 

limited time at the end of their learning day.  

 
10. Be wary of the remote learning ideas you hear about from other parents. It is, of course, a 

positive thing that families are supporting each other and sharing tips about what they and 

their children are doing. But as parents, please keep this information in perspective, especially 

if it is seen on social media. Don’t think for a minute that other people’s children are learning 

any better than yours just because they post lots of images on Facebook of the amazingly 

creative things they are doing. Over‐zealous home‐schooling will not make better educated 

children; it is better to take a balanced approach, encourage your child to enjoy their home 

learning experiences, and trust in the activities they are sent by their teachers. 
 
 
 

Resources for Remote Learning 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What follows is a list of apps, websites, and other online or multi‐media resources which might be 

useful to help children develop their learning. To begin with, there are some suggested resources to 

help students learn more widely. What follows is a list of resources for each subject. You will find 

many more suggestions on the Twitter, Instagram, SeeSaw and Facebook pages for each faculty. Here, 

teachers will also post suggestions about more current resources, such as television programmes that 

are broadcast in a particular week, and examples of student work. 
 

It is important to know that children are not expected to engage with everything on this list! It is a 

long list, because teachers want to give children and their families a list of options they can use, if 

they wish. These resources are there to be dipped into and selected from. I hope you find it useful. 



 

 
General learning resources 

BBC Bitesize 

Content is directly linked to KS3, KS4 and KS5 curriculum for all subjects ‐ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 

Audible 

Free children’s and classic audiobooks ‐  https://stories.audible.com/start‐listen 
 

National Literacy Trust 

Free reading and writing resources, audiobooks, videos and reading challenges ‐ 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/family‐zone/ 
 

Young Minds 

Young Minds UK offer mental health support to children and adolescents.  Here are tips and advice for parents when 

talking to a child who is worried about Coronavirus. https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking‐to‐your‐child‐about‐

coronavirus/ 
 

TED Ed 

https://ed.ted.com/parent 
 

iTunes U 

If you’re an A level student in particular, then you can take online courses in almost anything with iTunes U. This app lets 

you access full university course lectures, including videos and downloads. 

 
Khan Academy 

A vast online learning database. Download the app or  https://www.khanacademy.org/. 
 

Seneca Learning 

Another big online learning database –  https://www.senecalearning.com/ 
 

Google Arts and Culture 

Includes online gallery tours ‐  https://artsandculture.google.com/ 
 

Revision Buddies 

Particularly useful for Year 10 ‐  https://www.revisionbuddies.com/ 
 

Word Flex 

English dictionary as app or online ‐  http://wordflex.com/ 
 
 

In Our Time 

Every episode of this excellent BBC radio programme is available from the archives. Topics in every subject. 

Challenging, so most appropriate for KS5. ‐ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2Dw1c7rxs6DmyK0pMRwpMq1/archive 
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English resources 

Project Gutenberg 

A lot of classic novels are out of copyright and can be downloaded in ebook form for free on 

Project Gutenberg  https://www.gutenberg.org/ or using Kindle (from Amazon). 

 
Audible 

Free children’s and classic audiobooks ‐  https://stories.audible.com/start‐listen 

 
National Literacy Trust 

Free reading and writing resources, audiobooks, videos and reading challenges ‐ 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/family‐zone/ 

 
NT Live 

Watch theatre at home ‐ http://ntlive.nationaltheatre.org.uk/.  

 
Book prize shortlists 

Students could try to read some of the books on the following book prize shortlists: Carnegie Award ‐  

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip‐carnegie‐medal‐shortlist‐2020/ Women’s Prize for Fiction ‐  

https://www.womensprizeforfiction.co.uk/ 

Waterstone’s Children’s Book Prize ‐  https://www.waterstones.com/the‐waterstones‐childrens‐ 

book‐prize#older 

 
Creating writing competitions 

The Foyle Young Poets award ‐  https://foyleyoungpoets.org/ 

Never Such Innocence ‐ https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/2019‐20‐competition 

Poetry of Science Competition ‐  https://if‐oxford.com/poetry‐competition/ 

Once Upon a Picture ‐  https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/the‐collections/the‐fiction‐ 

collection/ 

 
Talk the Talk 

This website offers free video lessons to help students develop oracy and communication skills. There is also a parents’ 

guide to download. ‐  https://www.talkthetalkuk.org/resources 

Maths resources 

Hegarty Maths 

https://hegartymaths.com/ 

 
Corbett Maths 

https://corbettmaths.com/ 

 
Dr Frost Maths 

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/ 

 
Maths With Parents 

https://www.mathswithparents.com/KWeb?startTime=1585663245555 
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Science resources 

CogSciSci 

Resources that cover GCSE and A level Science ‐  https://cogscisci.wordpress.com/resources/ 

 
New Scientist 

https://www.newscientist.com/ 

History resources 

Historical Association 

https://www.history.org.uk/ 

 
History Extra 

https://www.historyextra.com/ 

Geography resources 

Ask the Geographer 

Podcasts that will help GCSE and A level students keep up to date with the latest geographical research ‐  

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching‐resources/ask‐the‐expert‐podcasts/ 

 
Planet Earth II 

Watch on BBC iPlayer ‐  https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p02544td/planet‐earth‐ii 

                              French/Spanish resources 

Memrise 

https://www.memrise.com/ 

 
Duolingo 

https://www.duolingo.com/ 

 
Languages Online 

This provides grammar practice ‐  www.languagesonline.org  grammar practise 

 
Lyrics training 

Learning language through music ‐  www.lyricstraining.com 

 
French 

 
1 jour 1 actu 

website about French news suitable to Y11‐13 ‐  https://www.1jour1actu.com/ 

 
Easy French 

Lots of videos about France and French culture with English subtitles ‐ 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLA5UIoabheFMYWWnGFFxl8_nvVZWZSykc 

 
Spanish 

 
News in Slow Spanish https://www.newsinslowspanish.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwsYb0BRCOARIsAHbLPhGlGce1IJSVWpPvhY 

OyIZGelHAO4pJTBqK78QdGpPF34aiLoKNMu00aAmXoEALw_wcB 

 
Easy Spanish 

lots of videos about Spain and Spanish culture with English subtitles ‐ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAL4AMMMXKxHDu3FqZV6CbQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newscientist.com/
http://www.newscientist.com/
http://www.history.org.uk/
http://www.history.org.uk/
http://www.historyextra.com/
http://www.historyextra.com/
http://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching
http://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching
http://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p02544td/planet
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p02544td/planet
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p02544td/planet
http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org/
http://www.lyricstraining.com/
http://www.1jour1actu.com/
http://www.1jour1actu.com/
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLA5UIoabheFMYWWnGFFxl8_nvVZWZSykc
http://www.newsinslowspanish.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwsYb0BRCOARIsAHbLPhGlGce1IJSVWpPvhY
http://www.newsinslowspanish.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwsYb0BRCOARIsAHbLPhGlGce1IJSVWpPvhY
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAL4AMMMXKxHDu3FqZV6CbQ
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAL4AMMMXKxHDu3FqZV6CbQ
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAL4AMMMXKxHDu3FqZV6CbQ


 

 

PE resources 

 
PE with Joe Wicks 

A workout at 9am every day on YouTube ‐ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ 

Art / Design resources 

Tate Kids 

Art activities, games and quizzes ‐  https://www.tate.org.uk/kids 

 
Google Arts and Culture 

Includes online gallery tours ‐  https://artsandculture.google.com/ 

Music 

Filmed on Stage 

76 free Musicals and theatre productions streaming online 

 
WKAR – Live streaming concerts 

Concerts online ‐ Various concerts held without audiences to stream online for people having to stay at home ‐  list of live 

streaming concerts 

Drama resources 

NT Live 

Watch theatre at home ‐ http://ntlive.nationaltheatre.org.uk/.   
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