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What are SATs in the UK? 

SATs are standardised assessment tests administered by primary schools in England to 

children in Year 2 and Year 6 to check their educational progress. They are one marker used 

by the government, and hence parents, of the quality of the education at a school. The 

setting and marking of SATs are carried out in UK schools by the Standards and Testing 

Agency.  
 

What are the KS2 SATs in Year 6? 

In Year 6 SATs are a more formal process of testing, and children will sit KS2 SATs 2022 in:  

• English Reading 

• English Grammar 

• Punctuation 

• Spelling 

• Maths 

They will also be assessed by their teachers on subjects including speaking and listening and 

writing, . 

By using teacher assessment, schools and the government are able to judge a child’s 

performance in a subject over a longer period of time. This means that teachers are able to 

account for a child’s whole knowledge and ability in a subject, not just that which comes to 

the fore in a test environment. 

 

Does my child have to sit SATs? Are they compulsory? 

Yes. If your child is in Year 6 they will have to site the SATs as KS2 SATs are compulsory for 

all Year 6 pupils (usually 11-year-olds) in England. 

 

What are the SATs tests like? 

If the word SATs presents you with a mental image of your child sitting in a large hall with 

row after row of desks covered in pens and papers, then you will be pleased to hear that 

this is not the case. Pupils will sit their SATS tests in their classrooms.  

The papers themselves, whilst being designed to test your child’s knowledge, will consist of 

questions that are similar to the ones students would have seen in class or in assessments in 

previous years. 

They will test techniques, skills and the knowledge gained not only from Year 6, but 

throughout the entirety of Key Stage 2. Roughly 50% of the content on the 2019 SATs 
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papers came from topics studied in Year 6, with the remaining content being shared across 

Year 5, 4 and 3 in that order. 
 

What will be in the KS2 SATs 2022 papers for Year 6? 

KS2 reading SATs: 

• One paper with questions that are based on 3 passages of text. Students get 1 hour 

to answer the questions on the paper. 

KS2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling SATs: 

• The written element of the spelling, punctuation and grammar SATs consists of a 

grammar and punctuation paper which lasts for 45 minutes. 

• There is also a 20-word aural spelling test which lasts around 15 minutes. 

KS2 maths SATs: 

• Paper 1 is the arithmetic paper which will last for 30 minutes. It will contain fixed 

response questions where children have to give the correct answers to calculations. 

• Papers 2 and 3 will involve a wider range of question types including multiple choice, 

true or false and reasoning based. Both papers will last 40 minutes each. 

 

When Are the KS2 SATs 2022? 

Ordinarily, the dates for the KS2 SATs run over one week per school year.  

It is during this time that your Year 6 child will complete 6 different tests, English for the first 

part of the week and maths for the second. 

KS2 SATs 2022 Dates – Testing Period 

Monday May 9th 2022: Spelling, punctuation and grammar Test- Grammar/Punctuation – 

45 minutes 

Monday May 9th 2022: Spelling, punctuation and grammar Test- Spelling – 20 minutes 

Tuesday May 10th 2022: Reading Test – 60 minutes 

Wednesday May 11th 2022: Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) – 30 minutes 

Wednesday May 11th 2022: Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) – 40 minutes 

Thursday May 12th 2022: Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) – 40 minutes 
 

When do the KS2 SATs results 2022 come out? 

For Key Stage 2 children, SATs results day is some time in the first two weeks of July. 
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How do I understand the SATs results and SATs scores my child gets? 

You may have heard a number of phrases discussed above like ‘scaled score’ and ‘expected 

standard’, but understanding what this all means for your child can prove tricky.  

Since 2016, (after a change in the national curriculum), children have been given scaled SATs 

scores. Fortunately, this isn’t as complicated as it sounds. 

The scaled scoring method is used all around the world, and it simply means that your 

child’s raw score (the actual number of marks they achieved) will be converted into a scaled 

score. 

This can then be used to show how children compare to their peers within their own school, 

across the country, and across the years over which this scoring system has been in place. 

This creates the fairest possible way to measure a school’s SATs improvements from 2016 

and beyond.  
 

What are the top marks for KS2 SATs 2022? 

For their KS2 SATs in 2022, students will be able to reach a top scaled score of 120, and the 

lowest scaled score they could possibly get is 80. A scaled score of 100 or more means that 

they have met the expected standard, and a score of 99 or below means that they have not 

met the expected standard. 
 
 

What if my child is a Higher-Attaining Pupil? 
Since 2016, there are no separate tests for more-able children. Instead, each test will have 
scope for higher-attaining pupils to show their strengths. This means that the questions 
towards the end of the tests may be more difficult for many children but they should be 
encouraged to attempt as much of the test as they are able to.  
 
 
 
 

What can I do to help my child? 
Try some practice SATs papers and SATs questions. 
A CGP practice papers for Reading, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar can be purchased 
through the school. Papers are also  available from the Standards and Testing Agency / the 
Department for Education. 
 
 
Reassure your child that it’ll all be fine.  
It always is. In the run up to SATs, things can seem quite hectic to a young mind.  
Listen to your child read and ask them questions. 
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Pupils should be reading using the following foci:  

 
 
Help them with revision: 
 
Reading:  

• encourage a love and enjoyment of reading.  

• enjoy stories together.  

• read little and often.  

• look up definitions of unfamiliar words together.  

• talk about a story before, during and afterwards using the VIPERS strategy. 

• all reading is valuable-it can be non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, TV guides, football 
match programmes.  

 
Writing:  

• learn and practise for weekly spelling lists-have fun with it!  

• encourage writing opportunities such as letters to family and friends, stories, 
shopping lists and poetry.  

• encourage your child to check and improve their writing by using a thesaurus and 
dictionary.  

• write together-be a writing role model. 

• remember that good readers become good writers. Identify good writing together 
when you are reading (vocabulary, sentence structure and punctuation)  

• praise and encourage your child’s successes, no matter how small!  
 
Maths:  

• play times tables games. 

• play mental maths games. 

• encourage opportunities to tell the time.  
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• encourage opportunities for counting coins and money, finding amounts and 
calculating change for shopping.  

• look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes in the home.  

• identify, weight and measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.  

• play games involving numbers and logic, such as dominoes, card games and chess.  
 
 

Get used to doing some extra maths at home.  
In the maths SATs for example, the four operations (addition, multiplication, subtraction 
and division) are all bound to come up in some way, shape or form, and this means that you 
can revise them with your child well ahead of time. 

 

• Make sure you know the kinds of questions that are going to come up in both the 

Arithmetic and Reasoning papers 

• Ensure your child has a solid foundation in the four operations, namely 

Multiplication, Division, Addition and Subtraction and can do the key steps mentally.  

• Become familiar with the KS2 SATs vocabulary; you’ll be amazed how complex it can 

be.  

 
Useful Websites 
 
SPaG.com-SPaG Revision 
 
SATS Bootcamp https://www.yearsix.co.uk-English reading and SPaG and maths revision 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize-English and maths revision 
 
https://uk.ixl.com-English and maths revision 
 
http://www.icteachers.co.uk/children/children_sats.htm- English and maths revision 
 
Mymaths.co.uk-maths revision 
 
Teacher contacts should you have any further questions: 
 
Mrs O'Neill -toneill@prioryacademy.co.uk 
Miss Bird -amjbird@prioryacademy.co.uk 
Miss Marsay- gmarsay@prioryacademy.co.uk 
Miss Francis- mfrancis@prioryacademy.co.uk 
Mrs O'Driscoll- sodriscoll@prioryacademy.co.uk 
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Reading Comprehension: 

Questions for Parents to Ask  

 
After reading with your child each night, help them understand the book by 

asking some questions. It is important students read the book independently, 

and then discuss the book after reading. Here are some questions to help 

facilitate discussions and understanding. You could select a question from under 

each of the subheadings.  

 

Vocabulary-focused questions: 

 

• What do the words ...... and …… suggest about the character, setting and 
mood? 

• Which word tells you that….? 
• Which keyword tells you about the character/setting/mood? 
• Find one word in the text which means…… 
• Find and highlight the word that is closest in meaning to……. 
• Find a word or phrase which shows/suggests that……. 
 
Inference-based questions: 
 
• Find and copy a group of words which show that… 
• How do these words make the reader feel? How does this paragraph
 suggest this? 
• How do the descriptions of …… show that they are …….. 
• How can you tell that…… 
• What impression of …… do you get from these paragraphs? 
• What voice might these characters use? 
• What was …. thinking when…..  
• Who is telling the story? 
 
Prediction-based questions: 
 
• What does this paragraph suggest will happen next? What makes you
 think this? 
• Do you think the choice of setting will influence how the text  develops? 
• Do you think… will happen? Yes, no or maybe? Explain your answer using
 evidence from the text.  
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Explanation-based questions: 
 
• Why is the text arranged in this way? (Newspaper article, factual information-

explore the text type) 
• What structures has the author used? 
• What is the purpose of this text feature? 
• Does the mood of the character or speaker change throughout the text? 
• What is the author’s point of view? 
• What affect does ….. have on the audience? 
• How does the author engage the reader here? 
• Which words and phrases did ….. effectively?  
• Which section was the most interesting/exciting part? 
• How are these sections linked? 
 
Retrieval-based questions: 
 
• How would you describe this story/text? What genre is it? How do you
 know? 
• How did…? 
• How often…? 
• Who had…?  Who is…?  Who did….? 
• What happened to…? 
• What does….do?  
• How ….. is ……..? 
• What can you learn from …… from this section?  
•  Give one example of…… 
• The text is written from whose perspective?  
 
Summary-based questions: 
 
• Can you explain the events in the order that they happened? 
• What happened after …….? 
• What was the first thing that happened in the text? 
• Can you summarise in a sentence the opening/middle/end of the text? 
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