
1

Priory Academy
Learning today for a better tomorrow



Priory Academy2

Community
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“The behaviour of pupils is 
outstanding. Because leaders and 
teachers consistently celebrate the 
good work of pupils, and because 
pupils know they are well taught, 
pupils want to do well.” 

Ofsted 2017



I feel very proud to welcome you to Priory Academy. On arrival, our school’s 
picturesque setting, overlooking the historic Priory Church, greets you with 
a remarkable charm. 

Here you will find 
our school an 
exciting place, 
where traditional 
values are combined 
with the latest 
technology to deliver 
a very effective and 
modern curriculum.

We are an outward looking, successful 
school that has served our local community 
for over 100 years. Relentless in our pursuit 
of excellence, our school has developed 
rapidly from a popular middle to an extended 
secondary school (9-16 years).

In recent years our school has gone from 
strength to strength. Our teachers are 
dedicated and committed to engaging, 
supporting and challenging our students 
to achieve in all aspects of life. Our vibrant 
curriculum combined with excellent teaching 
has resulted in our children achieving not 
only very high KS2 SATs results, but excellent 
GCSE results at KS4 (see our website).

Our Key Stage 2 joins seamlessly with our 
Key Stage 3 and 4 curriculum and builds on 
the successes of our colleagues at our partner 
schools (Dunstable Icknield, Watling and 
Studham Lower Schools). Strengthening 
 

our partnership and collaborations, in March 
2019, we joined ‘Scholars’ Education Trust’ 
which comprises of 4 successful schools in 
Hertfordshire. It is a combination of all these 
elements that fashions our high ambitions 
and standards at Priory.

Having been judged as ‘Good with 
outstanding features’ by Ofsted in June 2017, 
I was delighted that the inspectors recognised 
our aspirational vision for the school and 
our determination to ensure that all our 
pupils excel. In addition, they commented 
that “leaders and teachers have developed a 
culture in which pupils expect and want to 
be challenged.”

We enjoy a close-knit community, where we 
pride ourselves on providing high quality 
education and individualised care. Following 
the ‘values-based’ education philosophy, we 
promote and nurture our students to have a 
strong sense of social responsibility, ready for 
the wider world.

You will, I hope, find this prospectus helpful 
and informative. But nothing, of course, can 
replace a visit to the school. Please contact 
the school office to arrange a time to come 
and see for yourself why we are all so proud 
of our community.

Mrs M. Smith BSc (Hons), MSc, NPQH
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Priory Academy is a safe, caring 
and happy school where students 
learn to show kindness, respect and 
consideration towards each other 
and the environment.

We seek to promote a well-ordered 
community by setting high expectations of 
good behaviour, appearance and attendance, 
with students being prepared to take 
responsibility for themselves and their actions.

In close partnership with parents, form tutors 
and year leaders play a key supportive role 
in helping the students through daily school 
life by offering individual attention, genuine 
warmth and caring guidance.

Pastoral

“The school’s work to promote 
pupils’ personal development 
and welfare is outstanding.” 

Ofsted 2017
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Our academic reputation is 
something of which we, at Priory,  
are very proud. 

Through our endeavours in raising standards, 
our students achieve excellent Key Stage 2 
SATs and GCSE results. This is a school that 
aims to raise aspirations within its community 
and fosters a sense of independent learning 
for its young people.

Our well-structured curriculum provides 
a broad and balanced range of subjects 
which is delivered by our excellent teaching 
staff with zeal. Our academic ethos is solidly 
founded on the principles of successful 

learning in an environment where challenge 
and encouragement are ever present and 
achievement is always celebrated. Our 
departments are well equipped with a clear 
focus on first class teaching. This combined 
with high expectations, ensures a high quality 
teaching and learning environment that 
engenders self-motivating students who are 
well rounded individuals with an appetite 
for success.

Our 4 houses embody our school 
values and ethos and are an integral 
part of our school community. 

Every student belongs to one of these 
4 houses: Aequitas; Libertas; Reverentia 
and Tolerantia. 

Academic

Houses
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Sport
Although Priory has a well-deserved 
reputation for success in school 
sports competitions, our main aim is 
to inspire all students with a life-long 
interest in sport at all levels of ability.

For this reason, we offer an excitingly diverse 
range of activities, both in lessons and as extra-
curricular opportunities, ranging from the 
more usual team and individual sports through 
to health and fitness programmes; there really 
is something to suit everyone!

Coupled with the obvious ‘well-being’ benefit 
that participation in any physical activity 
brings, we also passionately believe that our 
students will develop a sense of aspiration, 
a determination to succeed and a tremendous 
spirit of camaraderie. We ensure that sport 
is valued not only in terms of successful 
outcomes but also for the lessons of teamwork 
and self-motivation that it facilitates.

“Pupils respond positively to 
the good teaching they receive 
and take pride in their work.” 

Ofsted 2017
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Activities

The Arts

To balance our academic pursuits, 
there is a wealth of extra-curricular 
activities, such as trips, visits, 
enrichment days and clubs. 

With an aim to ensure that our young people 
have a broad and well-rounded understanding 
of the world around them, time outside of the 
classroom is exciting, enjoyable and provides 
a multitude of life experiences. 

An extensive programme of trips and visits 
complements and enhances learning both 
culturally and socially. With many one day 
outings and residential excursions, Priory 
students enjoy a variety of stimulating 
visits. These include Hazard Alley, The Living 
Rainforest, Football Academy (Barcelona) 
and Iceland to mention a few. 
 

But, Priory life is more than that. Our young 
people are encouraged and nurtured not 
only to possess life skills essential in today’s 
fast changing world, but to be kind and 
socially responsible individuals. We are proud 
that as a community, we actively support 
many charities throughout the year. Last year, 
we raised a considerable amount of money for 
good causes. These included: Children in Need, 
Guide Dogs for the Blind, The Salvation Army, 
The Poppy Appeal, Jeans for Genes, Readathon 
and Sports Relief.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Our KS3 students have the option to 
participate in The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award scheme. This includes four different 
types of activity which aim to develop the 
whole person – mind, body and soul – in an 
environment of social interaction and team 
working. They are Volunteering; Physical; 
Skills and Expedition.

We have a long-established 
commitment to nurturing creativity 
at Priory. 

Our art, music and drama departments are 
vibrant, creative places. Here, highly skilled 
teachers deliver dynamic lessons which enable 
our young people to experience a sense of 
fulfilment and achievement.

Our school productions bring together all 
these wonderful aspects of the arts; they are 
ambitious in nature, superbly choreographed 
and critically acclaimed, generating great 
excitement and enjoyment within our 
local community.
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Admissions
Children transferring to Year 5 in 
September are invited by the Local 
Authority to apply for a place at 
Priory Academy through  
CBC Admissions. 

Parents are encouraged to apply online via 
the CBC website: www.centralbedfordshire.
gov.uk/learning/schools/school-admissions/
default.aspx. Paper applications are also 
available on the CBC website if required.

In-year admissions (i.e. entry into all other 
year groups) are administered by the school. 
Please see our website or contact the school 
office for further information.

“Parents, staff and pupils 
speak highly of the quality and 
effectiveness of leadership 
and recognise how leaders 
have created a good school.” 

Ofsted 2017
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Priory Academy, Britain Street, Dunstable,

Bedfordshire LU5 4JA

Telephone: 01582661158

Email: adminoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk

Website: www.prioryacademy.co.uk

Part of Scholars’ Education Trust

The Scholar's Education Trust was formed in 2012 
with the aim of enabling its member schools 
to work in genuine partnership to strengthen 
themselves and their communities. Its focus is to 
produce responsible young people of whom all 
can be proud, who have achieved more than they 
ever believed possible and who are prepared to 
make a contribution to their local, national and 
global  opportunities.

Priory Academy
Learning today for a better tomorrow


