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Dear Parents, Carers & Students, 

Without doubt, recent times have been unprecedented. It is humbling to know that sometimes the smallest 
things can cause the biggest problems. The Coronavirus is about 1/30,000 inch in diameter, but it has caused 
major global concerns. In just a few months, this tiny organism has affected everyone’s lives! For most of us 
under the age of 80, shortages, closure of cinemas, theatres, sporting events, restaurants, etc are something 
that we have not experienced and do not expect. However, as we face these new challenges, it is heart-
warming to hear of acts of kindness within our communities such as neighbours or strangers coming to the 
aid of those who are either unwell or are in household isolation. So, it is with that thought in mind, that I am 
not only hopeful, but confident that we will, together, get through these challenging times with grace. 

I am sure, we all agree that distance learning is something that is new to all of us. Our teaching team has 
been working hard to set the work for our young people via One Drive/Edulink which we will continue to fine
- tune as we get more used to the routine of home-study. 

As for our students and you the parents, I am very conscious that some of you may feel overwhelmed with 
the emails, messages and the tasks that are being sent to you. With that in mind, I would like to offer some 
words of advice and encouragement. In these difficult times, whilst the school is closed, we will update you 
with any news and useful links and resources through our regular newsletters. We do not expect our parents 
to suddenly become teachers, however, it is worth noting that you are the primary educators of your chil-
dren and should be commended for all that you have achieved. Having said that, setting a routine at home 
will be extremely beneficial, however please don’t get stressed out if things do not go as planned. 

We will endeavour to set work remotely and, of course, we would love to see our students doing their best 
and keep up with their learning, complete as much work as they can- especially if they are in years 9 and 10. 
But please don’t fall out with your children over this, we do expect that once the schools reopen, there will 
be a lot of revision and catching up to get our young people back on track. 

Being stuck at home with your children during these next few weeks, can be trying, so it is vital, more than 
ever, to focus on mental health and relationships. So, smile and cherish each other’s company. 

As always, thank you for your continued support and please feel free to contact us on ad-
minoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk 

Keep well and God bless, 

Mrs. M Smith  

Headteacher  

 

https://twitter.com/Priory_Academy
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GCSEs and KS2 SATs 

Of course, with the school closure announcement, there were also the exam cancellations. Please see below 
Ofqual’s latest statement: 

We are rapidly working up plans to implement the arrangements the Secretary of State for Education has set out 
for exams this summer and, with exam boards and teaching bodies, are making considerable progress. 

Students understandably want reassurance, and teachers urgently need to know what to do, and when. We expect 
to publish detailed information about the process and timetable which will apply this summer next week. This will 
include the steps we would like teachers to follow and more detailed guidance on how to consider the full range of 
evidence they will have available when submitting their assessment grades. We are talking to teaching representa-
tives to make sure that what we are planning is manageable and appropriate, so that students, parents, carers and 
teachers can have confidence in the approach. 

We will outline by Easter the process we will follow to make sure grades are fair across schools and colleges, as 
well as our proposals for appeals. We will also say more as soon as possible about the arrangements for additional 
exams in the new academic year. 

We want to reassure students waiting for news that we are doing everything we can to make sure they are not 

disadvantaged by these unprecedented circumstances. 

WARNING 

The Local Authority has sent an email to all schools to alert their parents to a scam email that some parents in the 

county have received over the last few days. The scam email asks the parents to provide bank details if they are 

entitled to Free School Meals (FSM). Please do not share any of your financial information with anyone via email 

or on-line. The school and Local Authority would never ask you to do this. All Priory Academy families entitled to 

FSM should have been contacted directly by our provider already. Please get in touch with us if you are contacted. 

Please see this government link for further helpful information: https://www.gov.uk/report-suspicious-emails-

websites-phishing  

https://twitter.com/Priory_Academy
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Five ways to keep your children occupied (and learning!) at home - information from the BBC 
Whether it's for a day, a week or a month, keeping your child off school and at home can be an unsettling proposition.  

Though the extra time together as a family can sometimes be a blessing in disguise, you might be worried about keeping them up to date with their school work or occupying their 
attention for the entire day - especially if you're stuck inside! 

Here are five ways you can keep your kids - and their brains - busy at home. 

1.Keep them engaged in real-time learning 
If your children are unlikely to spend the day at a desk on their homework, a useful way of engaging them in their learning i s by doing real-time interactive activities. 

BBC Teach hosts over 30 recordings of interactive 30 to 40-minute programmes called Live Lessons, originally designed for use in the classroom, featuring leading experts and some 
of the BBC’s biggest brands and talent, including Doctor Who, Blue Planet Live and CBeebies.  

With accompanying printable resources covering a range of subjects and Key Stages, you can make sure your kids are learning even during screen time (whilst you grab that much-
needed break from them and a cup of tea). 

And we won’t tell them it’s school work if you don’t. 

2. Keep them active 
If you’re forced to stay indoors, it can be worrying to think that your children aren’t getting the physical activity they need – especially since childhood inactivity has been labelled as a 
‘global epidemic’ in itself. 

Super Movers is a collaboration between the BBC and the Premier League to help get kids moving even in limited spaces, and is easy to implement in your own home. 

Packed full of fun activities designed to get kids moving, Super Movers is curriculum-linked, so you can be sure that they’re learning as they stay active, even in the confines of your 
living room 

3. Keep them full 
We all know kids can get grumpy when they’re hungry, and if you’re struggling to get out, trying to get them to do some homework whilst they’re screaming for an ice cream can be a 
daunting prospect. 

Well, fear not, because BBC Food has a brilliant guide just for you on how to teach your children through cooking – including conveying concepts from fractions to adjectives and 
even practising modern foreign languages. 

It even comes complete with simple recipes with everything from chocolate chip cookies to pancakes to ice cream, helping you to satisfy those cravings and get their brains in gear. 

4. Keep things short and simple 
It might be tempting to put on a feature-length documentary on TV so your children can learn for a longer period of time, but th is could mean that they’re simply not absorbing the 
information in the most effective way. 

The cognitive load of a learning resource is the balance between task demand (how hard it is and how long it takes) and avail able resources (children’s prior knowledge and the re-
sources they have to hand). 

Educational consultant and writer David Didau says: “Successful content has to find a delicate balance – never producing a load that’s so high that students become disengaged, but 
never being so low that learners aren’t challenged.” 

BBC Teach has thousands of free, short curriculum-linked clips designed for use in class that can help get across key learning points, helping your children learn more effectively. 

5. Keep them coming back for more 
From a day to a month, when you’re keeping children at home for any length of time, it can be difficult to plan activities so  they stay occupied for the whole period – especially if you’re 
working from home alongside them. 

If your children haven’t used BBC Bitesize, now’s the perfect time to get them on it. The site is designed entirely for student use, so they can access the content easily without you 
having to worry about dusting off your old algebra books. 

There are thousands of new free quizzes available to GCSE students who are signed in, which chart their progress and adapt to their learning as they go, and the games designed for 
primary-aged children are fun, educational, and come with built-in rewards and levels so they’ll want to keep coming back for more.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach 

https://twitter.com/Priory_Academy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-50466061
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/learning_through_cooking
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/teacher-support/latest-theories-on-how-we-learn/zjwm92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach
https://bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach


Priory Academy 
Learning Today for a Better Tomorrow 

 

Wednesday 1 April 2020 

4 
Priory Academy, Britain Street, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU5 4JA 

Tel: 01582 661158 | Fax: 01582 472359 | Email: adminoffice@prioryacademy.co.uk  

Headteacher: Mrs. M. Smith B.Sc (Hons) M.Sc. NPQH  

 @Priory_Academy |                

NEWSLETTER 

Ten tips from our Parents Helpline 
1. Try not to shield your child from the news, as it’s likely they will find out somehow from school, being online or from friends. 
2. Talk to your child about what is going on. you could start by asking them what they have heard. 
3. Try to answer their questions and reassure them in an age appropriate manner. Remember, you do not need to know all the answers, but talking can help them feel 

calm. 
4. Reassure your child that it is unlikely they will get seriously ill, and if they do you feel ill you will look after them. Your child might be concerned about who will look 

after you if you catch the virus. Let them know the kind of support you have as an adult so that they don’t feel they need to worry about you. 
5. Give some practical tips to your child about how they can look after themselves. For example, show them how to wash their hands properly, and remind them when 

they should be doing it. 
6. Keep as many regular routines as possible, so that your child feels safe and that things are stable. 
7. Spend time doing a positive activity with your child (e.g. reading, playing, painting, cooking) to help reassure them and reduce their anxiety. This is also a great way of 

providing a space for them to talk through their concerns, without having a ‘big chat’. For activities ideas, visit our starting a conversation with your child guide.  
8. Encourage your child to think about the things they can do to make them feel safer and less worried. 
9. Be aware that your child may want more close contact with you at this time and feel anxious about separation. Try to provide this support whenever possible.  
10. Remember to look after yourself too. If you yourself are feeling worried, or anxious about coronavirus, talk to someone you trust who can listen and support you. 

https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-coronavirus/  

If your child is worried or anxious about Coronavirus, Young Minds have a parent’s helpline - 

here are the ten tips on what you can do: 

https://twitter.com/Priory_Academy
http://www.dpt.nhs.uk/fiveways
https://youngminds.org.uk/starting-a-conversation-with-your-child/starting-the-conversation/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-coronavirus/
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/
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